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PAPERS RELATING TO [ Burmese

RETURN to the Orders of the Honourable the llouse of Commons, da.te&
2g9th March and 27th May 1825, for Papers relative to the BuRMESE W AR.

Return to the Order of 2g9th March 1825, for, “ A Keturn of the numBer
“ of Troops in the service of the East India Company, first stytioned i
&

* Shapooree, and at what time.” "

IFROM the lctter fromm the Governor Gencral in Council, at Fort William, in
Bengal, to the Sccret Committee of the Court of Directors of the Llast India
Company, dated 21st November 1823, printed on page 1 of the Papers relating
to the Burmese War, which were presented to the lHouse of Commons by His
Majesty’s command on the 22d February 1825, it appears, that carly in the year
1823, in conscquence of the murder of a mug boatman, a guard of provincials,
consisting of a jemadar and twelve men, were detached from the adjoining tannah
of Teh NAA&f, to tuke post on the Island of Shapoorec, ¢ with the view of pre-
‘¢ venting further outrage, and generally of affording sccurity and protection to

¢ the peaceable inhabitants of that quarter of the district of Chittagong.”

Return to the Orders of 2gth March 1825, N* 3 & 4 :—
¢ That there be laid before this louse Copy of any Document which
* has been received in England, to show that the Island of Shapooree
*“ belongs to, or is within the Territory of the Honourable Fast India
“ Company;-—and from what period, and in what manner it became

« theirs.”

(X3

‘I'hat there be laid betore this House, a Statement of the cxtent of the
¢ Island of Shapooree, and of any Revenue which may have becn
‘¢ derived from it by the East India Company, since it came into

« their possession.”

NO documents have been received in England, from which any information
can be given upon these points, beyond what is contained in the Papers relating
to the Burmese War, (hich have been already laid before the House of Commons
by His Majesty’'s command. ~

Steps have been taken for procuring more ample information from India.
>
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Return to the Order of 27th May 1825 ;—uviz.

COPIES, or EXTRACTS, of DESPATCHES from the Government of

Bengal, relating to Discussions which took place between that Government
and the Burmese Government, in 1823, and preceeding Y ears.

List of the DESPATCHES referred to.

Letter from the Governor Gceneral in Council, at Fort William, in Bengal,

to the Court of Directors of the FEast India Company; dated 23d

January 1812 - - - - - _

- - - - P 5

D - - - D - - - D> - - - 4th March 1812 - - p. 12
Do - - - D - - - D - - - gth & - . - p- 20
D - - - D - - - D - - - 24th d — - - p- 28
D - - - D - - - D* - - - 25th April - - - P 34
D - - - D - - - De - - - 25th May - - - p- 30
D - - - D - - - D - - - 4th June - - - Pp- 49
- - - D - - - D - - - st August : - - p- 53
Extract of a Letter from D+ - - - to the Sccret Committee of the Court of
Directors ot the East India Company; dated 2d October 1812 - p. Lo
Letter from 1D* - - - to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 21st October 1812 - - - - - - - - p. 70

Extract of a Letter from the GGovernor General in Council, at 'ort William, in
Bengul, to the Secret Commiittec of the Court of Directors of the East India

Company ; dated 18th November 1812 - -

- - - P79

Letter from D* - - - to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 5th IFebruary 1813 - - - - - - - - p. ib.
Extract of a Letter from D° - - - 1o the Secret Committee of the Court of
Directors of the Last India Company ; dated 29th Maryh 1813 - p- 85
Letter from D* - - - to the Court of Directors of the Iast India Company ;

dated 24th June 1813 - - - - - - - - p. ib.
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Letter from the Governor General in Council, at Fort William, in Bengal, to the

Court of Directors of the East India Company ; dated 1stOctober 1813 p.

91
- - - D - - - D* - - - 5th February 1814 - p. too0
D« - - D 5 - - D - - - 29th April - - p. 107
D+ - - - D - - D* - - - 23d June - - p 112
PDee- - - D - - - D - - - 20th December 1817 - p. 114
Ixtractofa D - - - D* - - - 4th June 1818 - - p- 119
D - - - D - - - De - - - 17th March 1820 - p- 120
- - - D - - D - - - 8th July - - p- 12
D - - - D - - - DD - - - 218t October - - p- ib.
P - - - D - - - D* - - - ¢9th May 1823 - - p. 122
D - - - D - - - D - - - 13thJune 1823 - - p. 1ib.
D - - - D - - - D* - - - 3istJuly1823 - - p. ib.
D - - - D* - - - D* - - - 12th September 1823 - p. ib.
D - - - D - - - D* - - - 10th September 1824 - p. 129
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DISCUSSIONS

WITH THE

BURMESE GOVERNMENT:
1812—1824.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company;
dated 23d January 1812.

Honourable Sirs,
THE object of this address is to bring under the notice of your honourable
court the circumstances which have rendered it necessary to appoint another
mission to the government of Ava.

2. In the early part of the past year a native of Arracan, named Kingberring,
whose ancestor as well as himself possessed lands to a considerable extent in that
province, near the frontier of Chittagong, and who in consequence of his having
mcurred the displeasure, and becn exposed to the resentment of the king of Ava,
took refuge with a number of his followers in the district of Chittagong, about
fourtcen years ago meditated the design of embodying those followers, as well as the
other Mugs, who many years since emigrated from Arracan, and invading the latter
province.  This project he actually carried into execution in the month of May 1811,
having either by persuasion, or by intimidation, induced a large body of the Mugs,
settled in Chittagong, to join his standard. Partly owing to the secrecy and caution
with which he pursued his design, and the promptitude with which he carried it
into effect, and partly to the negligence of the darogahs of the thannahs on the
frontier, his proceedings were unknown to the magistrate until he had crossed
the river Nauf, which forms the common boundary of the two countries, followed
by a considerable number of the emigrant Mugs.

The magistrate, on being apprised of Kingberring's proceedings, employed every
practicable endeavour to effect the seizure of his person, but without success. His
cfforts were likewise directed to prevent the departure of additional parties of the
Mugs, whom by means of his emissaries Kingberring continued to entice, or
compel by menace, to join his standard.

4. Kingberring however succeeded in collecting a considerable body of these men
in a district east of the Nauf, and this body was augmented by inhabitants of the
province of Arracan. With a view to increase his force, by compelling the Mugs,
who yet remained within the province of Chittagong, to join him, he despatched an
armed force into that province.

5. It became necessary therefore for the magistrate to call for the assistance of
the British troops, both to protect the Mugs, and to expel the parties despatched by
Kingberring, and he accordingly directed the commanding officer of the station to
detach to the frontier the whole of the disposable force. Another consideration
also rendered this measure advisable, namely, that in the event of Kingberring
being foiled in his attempt to effect the conquest of Arracan, he would probably
return into the district of Chittagong, followed by his adherents, and pursued by the
forces of the Burmese government. To prevent these armed bodies from entering
our territory required every practicable measure of precaution. On the same
ground we judged it necessary to equip and arm a small vessel adapted to the

300. B navigation

Despatch from
ov.Gen. in council,
23 Jan. 1811.

—_—
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Dupau;h from navigation of the Nauf, placing on board it a detachment of about 40 sepoys under

Gov.Gen. in council, an uropean officer.
83 Jan. 1813.

6. Kingberring having finally collected a force sufficient to enable him to

.commence his operations, he advanced into the interior of the province, and in the

course of a short time subjected the whole to his authority, with the cxception of
the capital of Arracan, to which he laid seige.

7 It was reasonable to suppose, and the fact was subsequently confirmed, that
the Burmese government would be impressed with a belief that this invasion,
headed by a person who had resided for so many years under our protection, and
who had drawn the principal part of his force from our territory, was instigated
and supported by the British government. This belief the magistrate properly
endeavoured to obviate, or removc by a letter to the address of the rajah of Arracan,
detailing the real circumstances of the case; but the countrv being occupied by
persons acting under the authority of Kingberring, the messenger was unable to
reach the rajah’s presence. In the mean time Kingberring addressed several
letters to the magistrate of Chittagong, explanatory of the motives of his conduct,
relating his success, and offering to become tributary to the British government :
to these letters no answer was returned.

8. For the detail of what is above succinctly related, we beg leave to refer your
honourable court to the extract of our proceedings in the judicial department
Pol. Cons. 6 Sept. (recorded as per margin), containing copies of the correspondence of the magistrate
N° 49. of Chittagong from the end of January to the end of July 1811, and of the
resolutions adopted and orders issued by this government from time te time on the

points of communication submitted to it by the magistrate.

9. In the magistrate’s letter of the 28th Junc, your honourable court will observe
the evidence of the firm conviction entertained by the local authorities of Arracan,
that the invasion of the province was instigated and supported by the British
government.

Your honourable court will also observe, that with a view to obviate this belief
on the mind of the king and the rulers of the state of Ava, the vice-president

Cons. Sept. 6, addressed a letter to the viceroy of Pegu ; that letter will be found recorded on the
N*52. proceedings noted in the margin.

10. But government had every reason to doubt the cfficacy of a mere narrative of
facts conveyed through the medium of a letter, because not only were the circum-
stances of the case entirely consistent with a belicf of our having encouraged the
invasion, but (as government was well aware) a predisposition to credit a report
of such design, generated partly by ignorance and jealousy, and partly by a sus-
picion that the British government might meditatc an anticipation of eflorts on the
part of the court of Ava to enforce its avowed claim to the province of Chittagong,
(a claim which was brought forward during the mission of Captain Canning to Ava
in the year 1809,) might be supposed to exist in the mind of the king.

It appeared to the vice-president in council, therefore, that the morc impressive
and effectual mode of communicatiun, through the agency of an envoy, was neces-
sary to undeceive the Burmese court, with regard to our supposed participation in
the proceedings of Kingberring,

11. Independently, however, of the importance of this object, founded on the
solicitude of government to avoid being placed in a state of war with the kingdom
of Ava, it appeared to be essential also with reference to the safety of the DBritish
subjects and British property at Rangoon.

12. The vice-president in council considered that the first measure of the Burmese
government, acting under the conviction of our concern in the invasion of Arracan,
might probably be the seizure both of the persons and of the property of the British
subjects, whose lives even the vice-president in council conceived might be endan-
gered by the barbarous revenge of the Burmese government.

13. On these grounds, therefore, the vice-president in council adopted the reso-
lution, stated at the commencement of this address, of despatching an envoy to
Rangoon, and eventually to the court of Ava; and Captain Canning, who was
employed in that capacity in the year 1809, and had twice before visited Rangoon
and the capital, and who by his talents as well as by his experience was peculiarly
qualified for the duty of envoy, was selected for that situation. :

14. A salary
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14. A salary of 1,500 rupees per mensum, the same as was allowed on Captain  Despatch from
Canning’s last mission, was assigned to him on the present occasion, and he was Gov.Gen. in council,
allowed to entertain an establishment somewhat exceeding the scale of the former _ 23 Jen- 1812.
mission ; an escort, consisting of 112 sepoys, was appointed to attend him; and —_—
the ship Amboyna, the property of government, having been purchased at the
Moluccas, was ordercd for his accommodation. Presents also, of the value of
10,000 rupees, were provided according to the custom.

15. The detail of these arrangements will be found recorded on the consultations Cons. 2 Aug. N* 1.

. 0. Q Aug. N** 12 t0 44.
noted in the margin 16 August, N° 52.

16. Captain Canning was furnished with copies of all the documents on record 3¢ August, N°43.
Y ] ) s . , . frrt g 6 Sept. N* 47 to
relative to the late iransactions in Arracan, and with full instructions for the 48 (A)
guidance of his conduct, adapted to every occurrence that could be foreseen. For
the detail of those instructions, which embrace too many points to admit of their
being comprehensively described, we beg leave to refer your honourable court to
our chief secretary’s letter to Captain Canning'’s address, recorded as per margin. ~ Cons. 6 Sept. N° 50.

17. Your honourable court will obscrve, that the vice-president in council took
that opportunity of conveying a representation on the subject, generally, of the
unjust and unfriendly conduct of the local government of Pegu with respect to
British ships and British subjects trading to Rangoon ; and espccially the unwar-
rantable proceedings of that government with respect to a ship called the Elephant,
which sailed from this port in the month of August 1810 for the purposc of pro-
curing a cargo of teak timbers, bul was prevented from returning until the month
of March following, in consequence of the arbitrary measure adopted by the govern-
ment of Pegu, of seizing the ship, dispossessing her commander, and sending
her in charge of another person, with a body of troops, to Tavoy, on which im-
pressed service the ship was detained many weeks, and suffcred materially in her cables
and stores, and on her return to Rangoon a very inconsiderable sum was offered as
a compensation for the injury she had sustained, and for the heavy loss occasioned
by her detention.

18. Memorials on this subject were presented to government, in the month of
March, by the principal merchants of Calcutta, and by the owners of the Elephant,
who ecarnestly requested that government would adopt such measures as might be
judged proper, through the agency of the vakcel of the viceroy of Pegu, then
residing at this presidency, to procure indemnification to the owners of the Elephant,
as well as general security for the ships, property, and persons of British subjects
t ading to Rangoon. A letter on this subject was accordingly addressed to the vice-
roy of Pegu, by his excellency the vice-president, and delivered to the vakeel ; but
as the viceroy who deputed him was subscquently removed, it was doubtful whether
the vakeel, who soon after took his departure, would return to Pegu; and, at all
cvents, whether the mere transmission of a letter would produce any eftect.  Those
memorials, and the letter, will be found recorded on the consultation noted in the Cons. 15 March,

margin, N™ 106 to 111.
le]
.. . . . Cons. 14 June,
19. The instructions will also be found to advert to other questions between this N°® 51,

government and the government of Pegu; one of which related to the seizure of a
Burmese vessel and her cargo, at Coringa, in the month of March 1810; the cir-
cumstances of which are not of sufficient moment to require detail in this place, but Pol. Cons.
which are contained in documents recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin. 25 Sept. 1810,
The other questions had reference to the object of the mission of the above-mentioned ~N°* 212 to 217.
vahcel, which were to obtain the recovery of certain military stores, stated to have C°§s;,5 Af"l 1811,
been seized by the commander of a British ship of war from a brig, on her passage from Cons?gﬁ:,}i,
Junk Ceylon to Tavoy, where she had been captured by the arms ot the king of N* 48.
Ava from the Siamese; and to procurc the release of the crew of another brig, ~ Cons. 5 July,
which had been detained at Pullicat, in consequence of their being guilty of piracy N 104t 106-
and murder. For a knowledge of the details of these points, we beg leave to refer

. . . ; . . 14 June
your honourable court to the proceedings noted in the margin; which also contain  Nu 49 and 50.
a letter from the vice- president to the viceroy of Pegu, stating all the explanations
of which these points were susceptible.

20. Subsequently to the departure of Captain Canning, which took place in the
latter end of September, the ship Admiral Drury arrived from Rangoon, bringing a
Burmese envoy, despatched for the express purposeof making a represensation to this
government on the subject of the transactions in Arracan. The master of the ship

360. brought
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Gov.Gen. in council,
23 Jan. 1812,

—

Cons. 11 Oct. N" 2.
Cons. 15 Nov.
N°s30to 33.

Cons. 11 Oct.N° 3.
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brought an address to the vice-president in council, signed by all the British inha-
bitants of Rangoon, and prepared at the requisition of the viceroy, containing a
declaration purporting to be in reply to questions put to them by the viceroy, énat
they were fully convinced the invaders of Arracan acted entirely without the aid or
countenance of the British government; and stating the expectation of the viceroy,
that when the invaders and insurgents should be expelled from Arracan, the British
government would take the necessary steps to prevent their finding refuge in the
company’s territories.

21. It appeared by the report of the master of the Admiral Drury, that in
consequence of the suspicions entertained by the viceroy of the participation of the
British government in the invasion of Arracan, all the ships in the river of Rangoon,
belonging to British subjects, and among them the Admiral Drury, had been seized ;
but go other measure of rigour had been adopted. The Admiral Drury was allowed
to depart, only on the condition of the master consenting to convey the Burmese
envoy above mentioned to this presidency free of charge. The documents connected
with this subject will be found recorded as per margin.

22. The prohibition against the departure of the ships, however, was of short
duration, and by the return of the Elephant (one of the detained ships) to this port,
the information was received of their having been liberated at the expiration of about

twenty days.

23. A continuation of the magistrate’s reports respecting the progress of King-
berring’s arms will be found in an extract from the proccedings of government in
the judicial department, recorded as per margin. The magistrate on that occasion
applied for a reinforcement to provide more effectually against the contingency
before noticed, of the defeat of Kingberring, and his retreat into the province of
Chittagong, followed by the Burmese forces; and measures were adopted to
furnish it.  The magistrate also adverted to the emigration of men who formerly
belonged to the provincial corps of the station, and others, for the purpose of
engaging in the service of Kingberring, and reported the mcasure which he had
adopted to prevent the continuance of this practice. He also reported King-
berring’s having sent a person with a sum of moncy to purchase red cloth to clothe
his sepoys, his object being supposed to be, to lead the people of Arracan to
believe that he was assisted by the British government, a belief which he industriously
circulated.

24. The magistrate was directed in reply to instruct the police officers to appre-
hend all persons proceeding into Arracan to join Kingberring, and to apply to the
collector of customs at Chittagong to seize and detain any cloth provided by King-
berring’s emissary, and to endeavour to apprchend the latter; and corresponding
instructions were issued to thc collector of customs and magistrates at the
presidency.

25. Further instructions werc at the same time addressed to Captain Canning

. transmitting to him a copy of the extract of proceedings above mentioned, directing

Cons. 11 Oct. N* 4.

Cons. 22 Nov. N* 4.

him to counteract, as much as possible, the artful endeavours of Kingberring to
promulgate a belief that his proceedings were encouraged and supported by the
British government ; pointing out to Captain Canning, at the same time, the repre-
sentations to be made on that topic to the officers of the Burmese government.
Those instructions will be found recorded as per margin.

26. Captain Canning’s last report of his proceedings, after his arrival at
Rangoon on the18th October, is recorded as per margin. Captain Canning appears
to have been received with the proper marks of distinction.

27. The first part of his report your honourable court will observe relates the
circumstance of the viceroy of Pegu having summoned all the British subjects,
resident at Rangoon, and informed them that he had good grounds to assert, that
the Bengal government had furnished the Mug emigrants with arms and ammunition,
to enable them to invade Arracan ; that a numerous party of those emigrants had
actually entered the province, and occasioned a general revolt; and that the families
of the emigrants had remained at a village in the British territory, where a strong
force was appointed for their protection. In consequence of which the viceroy
bad required them to address a letter to the vice-president in council, adding the
circumstance before mentioned, of the despatch of the ship Admiral Drury witl

: that
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that letter ; and a vakeel, instructed to remonstrate against these supposed measures
of this government. Captain Canning also notices the detention and subsequent
release of the British ships at Rangoon.

0y

28. Captain Canning adds, that he had not, at the date of his despatch, seen the
viceroy, but that the members of the government, with whom he had conversed on
the subject, evidently entertained the belief, that a large force of refugee Mugs
could not have been collected in a British province, nor the invasion have taken
place, without the knowledge and participation of this government. To obviate this
impression, he addressed an official note to the government (a copy of which accom-
panies his despatch), stating in minute detail all the circumstances of the transaction,
and the arguments resulting from them, in proof of our having not only had no
concern in the invasion of Arracan, but of the British officers having employed every
practicable cffort to oppose and frustrate the project when known. ~ This paper was
to be sent up, with a copy of the vice-president’s letter to the king, to the capital,
whither Captain Canniug cxpected that he would be summoned.

2¢. Captain Canning, in his report, notices also the measures adopted by the
Burmese government to opposc the invaders, and requests to be furnished with
instructions regarding the answer to be given to a question which would probably
be ashed, whether in the event of the Burmese forces succeeding in expelling King-
berring and his adherents from the province, and of the latter taking refuge in the
Dritish territory, they would be given up.

30. Captain Canning further comm nicates the wish expressed by the government
of Rangoou, that the Burmese vakeel might be permitted to return from Calcutta
by the first opportunity, on the ground that the business on which the vakeel was
deputed might be better transacted by Captain Canning at Rangoon.

31. In reply to that despatch, Captain Canning was informed that the narrative of
facts and circumstances contained in his official note to the government of Rangoon,
was considered by us to be accurate and conclusive, in point of argument, with regard
to the question of the participation of the British government in the invasion of Arra-

Despatch from
ov.Gen. in couneil,
23 Jan. 1813.

—_—

can; and that our only objection to that note was, that the extreme solicitude for the °

exculpation of government, which a detail so elauborate was calculated to exhibit,
might have tended to defeat its own object ; and that we were disposed to think that
it might have been more advisable, in the first instance, to have met the declared
suspicions of the Burmese oflicers by a statement of the most prominent facts,
rescrving collateral circumstances and arguments for future eventual necessity, in-
stend of at once exhausting the subject, by adducing every minute point of detail
that could be brought to bear upon the gencral question, which we apprehended
might be ascribed by the Burmese to a consciousness of the justice of their suspi-
cions, and to a humiliating anxiety to avert the resentment of their power.

32. In answer to the question expected to be put to Captain Canning by the
government of Rangoon, he was desired to signify to the Burmese officers, that
Kingberring and his adherents would not be allowed an asylum within the British
territories, which, on the contrary, they would not, if possible, be permiitted to enter,
or having cntered, would be compelled to quit; but that the British government
could not consent to seize and deliver up these fugitives to the officers of the Bur-
mcse government.  Captain Canning was informed in conclusion, that the Burmese
vakeel would be permitted to return to Rangoon by the first opportunity, agreeably
to the desire of his government. The instructions issued to Captain Canning on this
occasion will be found recorded as per margin.

33. The second and latest report hitherto received from Captain Canning is dated
the 26th of November, with a postscript of the 28th, and recorded as per margin.
In that report Captain Canning describes the substance of what passed at a conference
with the viceroy, on the subject of the invasion of Arracan. Captain Canning, it
appears, succeeded in shaking the viceroy’s belief of our participation in that event ;
but his report demonstrates the positive conviction of it entertained at the court of
Ummerapoora. He states also, that the detentidn of British ships was in conse-
quence of orders from the court, founded on that conviction, and ascribes their libe-
ration only to the effect of the personal interests of the viceroy, who, deeply engaged
in commercial speculations, was averse to the adoption of measures tending to
disturb the relations of amity between the two states. It was satisfactory to us to
ﬁn‘di5 that although government had correctlg anticipated the impressions produced

360. on

Cons. 22 Nov.
Ne -

Cons. 26 Dec.
Ne 6,
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Despatch from  on the minds of the king and his officers by the events in Arracan, its apprehension

Gov.Gen. in council, of the consequences of them to the British subjects residing in the Burmese territory

23 Jan. 1812, a6 not realized. The further measures pursued by the Burmese government for
the purpose of recovering its authority in Arracan are noticed in this report.

.

34. Captain Canning relates also in that report his proceedings under the instruc-
tions of government, as described in a preceding part of this despatch, in endea-
vouring to obtain compensation for the owners of the ship Elephant; from which it
appears, that the viceroy is disposed to grant the compensation that may be deemed
by this government to be equitable. This disposition indeed was declared in his
Cons. 15 Nov. TEPly to the letter addressed to the viceroy on this subject (noticed in the 13th

. 15 INOV. - . . . .
N° 35. paragraph of this despatch), which reply will be found recorded on the proceedings
noted in the margin, and in consequence the whole of the papers on the subject
were referred to the murine board, with directions to state what in its opinion
would be a fairand equitable rate of freight to be demanded from the government of
Rangoon for the period of time that the Elephant was employed in its service.

35. The marine board in its reply to that reference, contained in an extract from

Cons. 26 Dec.  the proceedings of government in the public department, recorded as per margin,

N* 7. reported their opinion to be, that instead of the sum of 7,200 sicca rupecs, which the
government of Rangoon had offered, 15,166 should be demanded.

36. Entertaining some doubt whether this sum did not cxceed what, at least, it

would be advisable, if not equitable, to demand, we issued the instructions to the

Cons. 26 Dec.  marine board, which will be found recorded as per margin, for the final adjustment
Ne 8. of the question in communication with the owners of the ship.

37. Your honourable court will observe in Captain Canning's report, notice of an
Amecrican, named Davy, who arrived at Rangoon about three ycars ago, and
proceeded to the capital of Ava, with a view to make himsclf acquainted with the
several articles of produce in that country, in which an advantageous commerce
might be carried on with America; and who, it scems, ascertained that the government
of Ava was disposed to furnish supplies of saltpetrc in return for arms, which
Mr. Davy having returned to America, and again come back to India, has lately
intimated by letter to the government of Rangoon might now be furnished, stating
at the same time that he had been appointed agent on the part of the American
government to that of Ava, and proposed procecding to Rangoon.

38. We are not aware that this specics of traffic, or the residence of an American
agent with the government of Ava, is incompatible with the provisions of existing
treaties. But both will demand counteraction, if the relations of amity between
England and America should be interrupted ; at the same time, your honourable
court will observe from Captain Canning’s report, that this proposed exchange of
sultpetre for arms is not likely to have effect.

39. We have not yet replied to this last report of Captain Canning.

40. In continuation of the principal subject of this despatch, it is proper to
transmit, enclosed, an extract from our proceedings in the judicial department, under
date the 26th ultimo, containing a copy of a further despatch from the magistrate of
Chittagong, in which he reports the seizure of two Europeans by the people of
Kingberring, and the measures which he adopted to effect their liberation.

41. One of those Europeans named Taylor, is the Englishmen, who appears by
Captain Canning’s reports to be a commander of a vessel in the service of the
Burmese government, which was despatched to the coast of Arracan for the purpose
of gaining intelligence of the real state of affairs in that province, and whether or
not the invaders had received assistance from the British government. The
circumstances of his being in the scrvice of the Burmese government, was of course
suppressed by Taylor in the account, which according to the magistrate’s report he
gave of himself to Kingberring's people, and his real condition was consequently
unknown to the magistrate. We judged it. proper to acquaint the magistrate of his
real condition, enjoining him at the same time not to relax his endeavours to effect :
his release, and .that of his companion, and to conceal the fact of their being in the
service of the Burmese government, lest the knowledge of it should endanger their
lives. They have, however, been liberated, as appears by the further reports lately
received from the magistrate, which we proceed to submit to .the notice of your

honeurable court.
42. Copies
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42. Copies of these reports, dated 11th and 14th instant, are contained in the
enclosed extract of our proceedings of the 22d instant, in the judicial department.
Your honourable court will observe from the tenor of these last advices, that
contrary to expectation and appearances, the' government of Ava has found the
means of collecting a force of sufficient strength to defeat the troops of Kingberring,
who, deserted by most of his followers, has become a fugitive. That numbers of his
people whom he drew from Chittagong, and of the inhabitants of Arracan, have fled
for refuge to our territories, and more are expected. That the magistrate with a
view to prevent the probable incursions of the Burmese troops in pursuit of the
fugitives, has instructed the commanding officer of the station to proceed with the
whole of the disposable force, and take post on the southern frontier, furnishing
him with directions for the guidance of his conduct, until our orders should be
received regarding the course of proceeding to be observed with respect to the
fugitives ; for the surrender of whom, it may be expected, that demands will be' made
on the part of the government of Ava, even if the forces of the latter should not
penetrate into the province of Chittagong, for the purpose of seizing or destroying
them.

43. The instructions despatched to the magistrate, in reply to his despatches, are
containcd in the document last referred 1o ; a mature consideration of these reports
has suggested a modification of the resolution, which, as stated in the thirty-second
paragraph of this despatch, Captain Canning had been instructed eventually to
communicate to the Burmese government, without, however, departing materially
from the principle of that resolution.

44. The refugees may be reduced to threc classcs : 1st. The chiefs (of whom
Kingberring is of course the principal) by whom the disturbances in Arracan have
been excited.

2d. The natives of Arracan who had been cstablished in Chittagong, and who ac-
companied Kingberring, whether voluntarily or by compulsion in his late expedition.

3d. The natives and residents of Arracan, who may be induced to retire within
the limits of our territories, from the apprehension of acts of violence and oppression
from the Burmese forces.

45. With respect to the first class of persons above mentioned, we have directed
the magistrate to detain any of them in safc custody who may be apprehended,
intending to render the final decision respecting them dependent on the result of
communications to be made to the government of Ava, regarding them, through
the channel of Captain Canning.

46. With regard to the second class, namely, such of the natives of Arracan who
had been established in the district of Chittagong, as accompanicd Kingberring, the
magistrate has been directed to desire the commanding officer of the DBritish troops
to permit them to take refuge within the limits of our territories. This order, which
forms the chief modification of our original resolution, was founded entirely on a
humane desirc, not to exclude them from what may probably be their only means
of safety, under circumstances of imminent danger and urgent distress. The re-
fugees in question have clearly forfeited all claim to a permanent residence within
our territories, by carrying war from thence into the country of a friendly state ; and
we accordingly conceive, that agreeably to the principle of our original resolutions, it
may be found in the sequel, both just and expedient to require that these persons
should retire from our provinces, where after the late occurrences their residence

under our protection would probably give umbrage and offence to the government
of Ava.

47. We considered the third class of persons above mentioned, that is, the residents
of Arracan who may be induced to retire within the limits of our territories, from
the apprehension of violence or cruelty from the Burmese forces, entitled for the
present to an asylum within those limits.

48. Your honorable court will accordingly observe, from the documents last men-
tioned, that the above is thc substance of our instructions to the magistrate of
Chittagong, on the point which he referred to our consideration; and that we, at the
same time, signified our entire approbation of the measures of prccaution which he
had adopted, and the tenor of his instructions to the commanding officer of the
British troops despatched to the southern frontier

360, 49. We

Despatch from

Gov.Gen. in council,

23 Jan. 1812,
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| Despatch from  49. We shall of course frame our further instructions to Captain Canning on the
G"';G;;“;g‘;‘;“c“r basis of the principles above described.
'\ 3 Jan.1518. , We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,

Honorable Sirs,
Your most faithful humble servants,
Minto,
G. Nugent,
J. Lumsden,

H. Colebrooke.
. Despatch from Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
Gov.Gen. in council, . William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;

4 March 1812. dated 4th March 1812.

Honourable Sirs,

1. WE have now the honour to communicate to your honourable court, in
continuation of our address of the 23d Jauuary, the progress of transactions and
events on the eastern frontier of these provinces, and of our measures and pro-
ceedings connected with them. Time, however, will not admit of the preparation
of copies of all the documents relating to this subject, for transmission by the flcet
under despatch, we shall therefore enclosc in this address such only as arc most
material, reporting at the same time the prominent circumstances of the events to
which the rest refer.

2. After the dcfeat of the insurgents under the command of Kingberring in

Arracan, the commander of the forces of the king of Ava and the rajah of Arracan,

with a body of troops apparently not exceeding one thousand men, advanced to the

southern frontier of Chittagong. The magistrate had despatched with letters to

the rajah of Arracan, and the commander of the troops, an emissary, who proceeded

_ to the Burmese camp. The object of the mission was, to caution the Burmese chiefs
ir““m“"“ of 2 against allowing their troops to enter our territorics. Enclosed is a copy of the
etter from Synd FR. : . o . hiefs = fro hich i
Abmed Bogdadee, €WISSATY’s report of !ns reception by am} conference with the chiefs ;5 frc m which it
the messenger de- appeared, that they disavowed any intention of entering the province of Chittagong,
spatched withletters and merely demanded the surrender of the two principal leaders of the insurrection,
tothe "RJ‘f:lh(’fA"“' stating, however, their expectation of the arrival of large reinforcements. On the
2?.2’103256 1,12 T2 receipt of this report, the magistrate despatched instructions to the cmissary, desiring
spatch from thema- him to explain in general terms to the chiefs, that uo answer could be given to any
gistrate of Chitta- propositions on their part, until the orders of government were received ; that the
gong, dated 21 Jan. magistrate hiad been directed to apprehend Kingberring and the other leader, whose
surrender they had demanded, and that he was cndeavouring to effect their

apprehension.

3. About this time one of the two chiefs numed Nakloo, whose surrender had
been demanded, took refuge with a large body of armed followers at a place within
our frontier. It appcars that this person was not one of those who formerly resided
in the district of Chittagong, and left it in consequence of Kingberring's invasion of
Arracan, but lived at Ramree in the latter province, and joined the insurgents after
they had gone over. The magistrate properly judging that the Burmese chiefs
would have reason to complain if we permitted an armed force of their enemies to
obtain protection within our territory, sent instructions to Lieutenant-colonel Morgan,
commanding the British troops on the frontier, desiring him to require Nakloo and
his followers to disperse, and to compel them if they refused ; the magistrate sug-
gested at the same time, that endeavours should be made to apprehend that chief.
In reply to the magistrate’s report on this subject, we directed him to be informed
that it would be proper to modify his instructions to Colonel Morgan, by desiring
him to require the refugees in question to deposit their arms, either under charge of
Colonel Morgan, or in the custody of the police officers, to withdraw from the
frontier, and to disperse wherever they might judge most advisable, whether in our
territories, in their own country, or in any of the adjoining states, employing force
to compel them to quit the company’s territory if they should refuse to conform to
that requisition. :

4. In the meantime, the magistrate having received the orders of government,
relative to the conduct to be observed towards the several classes of refugees (the
substance
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substance of which is stated in the 44th paragraph of our address to your
honourable court of the 23d January), recalled his former instructions to Colonel
Morgan, and desired him not to take any mcasures with respect to the force
assembled under Nakloo, until the receipt of further orders from government, unless
they should commit any act, as a body of armed men, tending to disturb the
tranquility of the frontier ; observing, however, that it would of course be requisite
that Nakloo should himself be detained, if he could be apprehended ; but that no
violent measures should be employed for his apprehension. .

5. In reply, we pointed out to the magistrate the error of the supposition which
he had expressed, that Nakloo came under the description of the refugee chiefs,
who, according to our orders of the 21st January, were, if practicable, to be appre-
hended and detained, as we intended by thosc orders only those chicfs, natives of
Arracan, who had not latterly resided within the British territories, which was not
the case with Nakloo. After adverting, therefore, to the orders respecting Nakloo
and his followers, mentioned in the third preceding paragraph, we signified to him
that Nukloo himself should only be required (and if circumstances rendered necessary,
compelled) to quit our territorizs, leaving him, however, free to return to Arracan,
or to seek an asylum in any of the adjacent states, as he might judge proper.

6. In a letter dated the 8th ultimo, Colonel Morgan transmitted to the adjutant-
aeneral, at this presidency, a copy of a letter to his address from Captain Sibley,
commanding the post at Teak Nauf, a point not far from the mouth of the river
Nauf, and oppositc the Burmese camnp, reporting the arrival at that post of the
magistrate’s cmissary before mentioned, who related what passed during his mission.
He stated that the letters which he carried from the magistrate to the Burmese chiefs,
were at first by them decmed to be forgeries, and himself was accused of being a spy ;
but that Mr. Taylor (who is mentioned in the 41st paragraph of our address to your
honourable court of the 23d January, as being in the service of the Ava government,
as having been seized by Kingberring, and afterwards released, and who, it appcars,
attended the Burmese camp), and also another Furopean, of the name of Leach,
who accompanied Taylor, having certified the letters to be genuine, the Burmese

Despatch from
Gov.Gen. in council,
4 March 1812,
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chiefs intimated to the emissary, that if we would deliver up the insurgent chiefs,

and all fugitives, they would not molest us ; but otherwise they would come down
with the whole of the Burmese army, and overrun the country; and that they were
awaiting the arrival of some French ships with ten thousand stand of arms, and a
number of guns, and I'renchmen, who were to proceed round to the Nauf river.
The emissary further stated, that the Burmese chiefs had collected between three
and four hundred boats, twenty-five or thirty of them mounted with swivels; that
the commander of the Burmese troops also required the surrender of Dr. M‘Rae,
(a surgeon in the scrvice of the honourable company, long residert at Chittagong),
and one of our native subjects, on the ground of their having assisted Kingberring
in his invasion of Arracan. The emissary, on this occasion, stated his estimate of
the Burmese force to be about seven thousand men.

7. Colonel Morgan, in his letter to the adjutant-general, states, that as he conceived
from this intelligence that the designs of the Burmese chiefs were hostile, and as the
effective force on the frontier did not exceed four hundred and forty, rank and file,
he had called for a reinforcement of two companies from Dacca, together with all
the effective force remaining at Chittagong, and some artillery.

8. The intelligence contained in Captain: Sibley’s letter was, at the same time, com-
municated to us in a despatch of the 10th ultimo from the magistrate, who noticed
the defenceless state in which the town of Chittagong would be left, and stated the
facility with which a Burmese force could approach it, and the temptation arising
from the money in the collector’s treasury, and from the Burmese commanders
probable knowledge of the weakness of the place, suggesting, at the same time, the
expediency of having an armed vesscl to cruize at the mouth of the Chittagong river,
and another off the mouth of the river Nauf.

9. In a subscquant despatch, the magistrate transmitted translations of the letters
dated respectively 12th February 1812, with which it appears his emissary on his
dismission from the Burmese chiefs, was charged by the rajah of Arracan, and the
commander of the troops. Copies of those documents are enclosed ; your honour-
able court will observe, that in these letters the Burmese chicfs demand the surren-
der of the insurgent chiefs, and of all the fugitives, and also that Dr. M‘Rae be

360. D given

Translation of a
letter from the rajah
of Arracan to the
magistrate of Chit-
tagong, enclosed in
despatch from the
magistrate, dated
12 February.
Translation of &
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letterfrem the com- Ziven up, and threatcn in, case of refusal to invade the company’s territories with a

mander of the Bur- force of eighty thousand men, and pursue the fugitives even to Dacca.
mese forces, to Lt. ! . Lo ,
Col. Morgan, en-  10. The magistrate, in his despatch, states, that as Mr. Taylor was well versed

closed in despatch jn the Burmese language, and as it was of importance that the chiefs should be

from the magfs- o . .

trate,dated 12 Feb, Made fully to understand that he possessed no authority to give them answers on any
political points, without a previous reference to government, which together with
other points Mr. Taylor would be able to explain more efficiently than was practi-
cable by a letter which must be twice translated, he had addressed a letter to Mr.
Taylor, of which, and also of his answer to the rajah of Arracan, hc transmitted
copies. In the same despatch the magistrate informed us, that Coloncl Morgan had
taken the family of Kingberring.

Copy of a letter 11, Copics of the magistrate’s letters to the rajah of Arracan, and to Mr. Taylor,
from the maglsitm‘:if dated February 13th, 1812, are enclosed for your honourable court’s information.
nM;;;Il‘;&"rry’: #¢° The general purport of them is, an intimation that the magistrate possessed no autho-
closed in magis- Tity to return a decisive answer to the demand for the surrender of the fugitives,
trate’s despatch of and that the question would be referred to the governor-general in council ; that how-
same date. ever every possible scarch was making for the insurgent chiefs, who when appre-
:;ggz' (ﬁim“ tol"tttl?: hended would be properly secured, until the orders of government should be received ;
rajuh of Arracan, 80d that government would, no doubt, act regarding Kingberring consistently with
enclosedin ditto. ~ justice ; to which the magistrate added the cxpression of his desire, that the rajah

would not order his army to enter the British tcrritory, observing that such circum-

stance would increase the difficulty of seizing Kingberring, that the violation of our

territory would be contrary to the law of nations, and that the British government

would never allow any foreign state to invade its dominions with impunity.

12, We shall have occasion to notice some objectionable passages in those lctters
in a subsequent part of this address. We shall, however, previously report the
mcasures which we judged it neccssary to adopt in consequence of the demands
preferred by thc Burmese chiefs, and the hostile and insulting menaces with which
they were accompanied.

13. The first object of consideration was, to convey to Chittagong as large a
reinforcement of troops as might be practicable, within a short period of time. We
deemed it also highly necessary to place with the least possible delay, at the disposal
of Captain Canning, the envoy to the Burmese government, the means of withdraw-
ing from Rangoon; Captain Canning being deprived of those means, by his having
sent back the Amboyna to convey despatches and obtain supplies to this port, where
she arrived in the carly part of the last month.

Extraot proceed- 14. For a knowledge of the detail of the arrangements which we adopted for
ings of government thege purposes, we beg leave to refer your honourable court to the cnclosed extract
;;:::f;;";’;‘lf.’:g” ™ from our procecdings in the secrct department of the 18th ultimo ; from which your
" honourable court will observe, that by means of cruisers and other vessels in this
river, we were enabled to provide for the despatch by sca of a reinforcement to the
éxtent of about five hundred men. The Antelope cruiser having subsequently
arrived from China, we were enabled to despatch that vessel also with an additional
force of one hundred men ; and at the suggestion of his excellency the commander-
in-chief, seven companies of sepoys were afterwards directed to proceed to Chitta-
gong by the route of the internal navigation. The whole of those reinforcements
have since actually proceeded.

15. By the extracts from our proceeding above referred to, your honorable court wiil
also observe that the Amboyna, accompanied by the Malabar cruiser, was ordered to
sail with the utmost expedition to Rangoon for the purpose before described, and
notice of these arrangements was immediately transmitted to the magistratc of

Chittagong.

16. With a view to add to the means of protection, we also vested the magistrate
of Chittagon% with authority to call for the services of all or of any of the detach-
ments of the Chittagong provincial battalion wheresoever employed, substituting tem-
}l;)orariiy an adequate number of barkendauzes, and also to call for the services of the

acca provincial battalion.

17. We have stated above our intention of noticing some objectionable passages
in the magistrate’s letters to the rajah of Arracan and Mr. Taylor. Our observations
on
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on those passages were stated in a letter of instructions to the magistrate, founded  Despatch from

on the several communications from that officer, to which we have already adverted, G?ﬁﬁgﬁg}%ﬂ’
18. It was signified to him on that occasion, that while we entirely approved the ‘——————

principle which he had assumed in his communications to the Burmese chief, of dis-

claiming any authority to return a definitive reply to his requisition for the surrender

of the leaders of the late invasion of Arracan, we apprehended that the general tenor

of his letters to the rajah of Arracan and Mr. Taylor, was calculated to encourage

on the part of the former a strong expectation that the surrender of the persons in

question would be the consequence of their being seized by the officers of the British

government ; and the particular passages of his letters, on which his appreliension

was founded, were pointed out to the magistrate, as well as the embarassment which

such an expectation had a tendency to producc.

19. It was further observed to the magistrate, that in consequence of our former
orders for securing the persons of the insurgent chiefs, he had attributed to govern-
ment perhaps, not unnaturally, a greater degree of solicitude for their apprehension
than was in reality entertained. It was therefore judged proper to apprisc the ma-
gistrate, that although we were aware of the nccessity of endeavouring to scize them
in the event of their taking refuge within the limits of our territories, we were equally
sensible that a considerable degree of embarrassment would attend the possession of
their persons, and that we should learn without regret that the necessity of employing
mcans for their apprehension had been precluded by their continuing without the
limits of the British jurisdiction.  On similar grounds we expressed our wish that
circumstances had not led to the scizure of Kingberring's family.

20. With regard to the question of surrendering the fugitives, it was obscrved to
the magistrate, that he would have found by our instructions® of the 21st of January, * Vide 44th para,
that it was considered to be a proper subject of negotiation with the British cnvoy, ;’f ﬂtl}? gege”ﬂ ]Gt&‘r
and he was desired to make a communication to that effect in reply to the demand c(:m“ sf g; '}gl:a ¢
of the Burmese chiefs for the surrender of the fugitives.

21. The magistrate was at the same time apprised, that in consequence of the
hostile menaces and proceedings of the Burmese chiefs, instructions were about to be
despatched to the envoy, authorizing him to withdraw from Rangoon, if he should
consider the liberty of his person to be endangered by the rupture which those pro-
ceedings were calculated to provoke; that, in a contrary case, the cnvoy would be
authorized to remain until he shonld reccive orders of recal, which would be
despatched to him immediately on the receipt of intelligence of the actual invasion
of our territory by the Burmese forces, and which would of course amount to a de-
claration of war.  But that until the envoy was withdrawn, he must be deemed the
properest channel of negotiation between the two governments ; that at the same
time however, if intermediatcly found convenient, we should communicate to the
magistrate our resolution on the subject of the surrender of any of the leaders of the
late insurrection, who might fall into our hands, for the purpose of being made
known to the Burmese officers on the frontier. A copy of the instructions, of which - " ]
the above is the substance, is enclosed for your honourable court’s more detailed . "o rate o

t ¢ Chittagong, dated
information. 19 February.

22. Before we resume the summary of the further correspondence of the magis-
trate of Chittagong, it is proper to advert to the instructions issued on this occasion
to the envoy, noticing also the communications above mentioned to have been
received from him by the Amboyna.

23. It is proper however in the first place to refer to the qnclosed copy of the '21':’ g‘:ll":a r@anmnz,
instructions issued to Captain Canning, agreeably to the intention expressed in the *° J
last paragraph of our address to your honourable court of the 23d of January. But
as they contain little more than an exposition of the principles of our proposed pro-
ceedings relative to the passages which aré stated substantially in the preceding
paragraphs of that address, we deem it unnecessary to state the several points of
those instructions in the body of this letter.

24. The despatches reccived from the enyoy by the Amboyna are dated the
1gth and 2oth of January. The former being too voluminous to admit of its being
transcribed, in addition to the other documents, in time to be forwarded by the present
fleet, and the details of it not being of material importance, we shall merely describe
the purport of it in general terms. A considerable part of that despatch consists of
" g60. a narrative
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a narrative of the envoy's communication and correspondence with the government
of Rangoon respecting the great delay which had occurred in the arrival of an
answer from the king of Ava to the reference on the subject of the envoy’s proceed-
ing to the capital, which terminated however in the arrival of an order from the
king couched in very gracious terms, directing the viceroy of Pegu to forward the
mission to the capital with all honour and distinction. Another principal subject
of the envoy’s despatch is the successful progress of the king’s arms against the
rebels in Arracan, the details of which as reported to the government of Rangoon
are stated in the envoy's letter, with comments on the degree of credit to be given to
that intelligence, and remarks on the conduct of the war and the naturc and extent

of the means employed by the Burmese government for the suppression of the
insurrection.

25. Captain Canning further states some obscrvations on the state of the country,
which is represented to be overrun by banditti and to be in great disorder, and on
the condition of the British subjects residing at Rangoon. Captain Canning also
details the circumstances and the result of his communications with the local go-
vernment in consequence of the officers of the government having broken open
packets to his address from Prince of Wales Island, and states the considerations
which induced him to send back the Amboyna to Bengal, urging at the same time
the expediency of her early return, for the purpose of conveying to him instructions
on the points referred to us, (which however our instructions to the envoy of 22d
of November, a copy of which was enclosed in our address to your honourable
court of the 23d of January, had partly supplied,) of furnishing the provisions of
which he stood in need, and of having the benefit of the presence of an armed vesscl
at his command, both with reference to an eventual change in the then conciliatory
disposition of the court of Ava and the viccroy, and as adding greatly to the wcight
and importance of the mission in all political arrangements and discussions.

26. Captain Canning also relates, that antecedently to the arrival of the intelligence
of the successes of the Burmese arms against the insurgents, the viccroy, in a private
conversation with the envoy’s interpreter, had remarked of what great utility a
battalion of sepoys would be in suppressing the insurrection ; intimating, at the same
time, that such a force, if furnished by us, would of course be paid for by the
Burmese government. The interpreter, in reply, signified to the viceroy, that any such
proposition should be made directly to the envoy. Captain Canning adds, that this
had not been done ; but conceiving it not improbable that some such proposal might
be made by the court of Ava, he desired to receive a communication of our senti-
ments on the subject, stating that without further specific orders from us he should
of course decline acceding to such a proposal ; but observing at the samc time, that
should it enter into the views of government to obtain a preponderating influence in
the Burmese dominions, the present was certainly the most favourable moment, as the
weakness of the government and general discontent of the people would put the
whole country at the disposal of a very small Dritish force.

-27. It is superfluous to state that we should not, under any circumstances, have
been disposed to enter into this project ; but the question is of course removed from
contemplation by the success of the Burmese arms against the insurgents.

28. {t may not be improper to notice in this place the observations of the viceroy
in a conference with the envoy, in consequence of the information he had received
of the defeat of the insurgents and the recovery of the province of Arracan, as they
correspond so nearly with the actual and subsequent course of events, whilst they
exhibit at the same time a very just and reasonable train of reflection on the part of

the viceroy. The following is a copy of that part of Captain Canning's despatch of
the 19th of January which relates to this subject :

¢ Should the success of the Burmahs have really been such as is represented, and
the province of Arracan be reconquered, a more fortunate cvent certainly could
not have happened for the Burmah empire than the rebellion of that province, as
the suppression of that rebellion will give a degree of lustre and confidence to the
Burmah arms, and keep in awe other provinces well inclined to adopt the same
measure. The viceroy has, however, expressed great anxiety that the recapture
of Arracan may involve his nation in a serious dispute with the British government.
In a long conversation with me on the subject, he said that he did not imagine
that Kingberring himself would take refuge in the province of Chittagong,
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¢ as well knowing that his person would probably be seized and delivered up; but

that he thought it extremely likely that the subordinate chiefs and common people,
to avoid immediate destruction, would cross the Nauf, and seek an asylum in
“ our territory. From the known violent temper of the governor of Arracan,
“ enflamed and elated by the late rebellion and his precent success and additional
honours, (a gilt kitsasol hus been allowed him by the king,) he thought there
could be little doubt of his pursuing the fugitives, and seizing and destroying
wheérever he could find them. Such aggression, he said, he well knew would be
forcibly repelled by us, and what the consequence would be it was not difficult to
conjecture ; whereas werc mild and peaceabic measures resorted to, the business
might in all probability be settled to the mutual satisfaction of both states. [le
said that a son-in-law of Kingberring had escaped by sea, and was pursued by a
large division of Burmah boats, and to what place could he fly but to Ramoo or
Chittagong, to which places those boats would certainly pursue him? ‘Fhat the
vinlence and oppression of the governor of Arracan had driven the people to
rebellion, and now threatened to excite a war between the Burmah and British
governments. e added that he should, without dclay, write to the general at
Prome, and the Engy Praw *, on the subject, and recommended, in the strongest
terms, that recourse be had to representations and negotiation on the occasion, and
stated his wish that the scttlement of the business might be altogether left to him.
The viceroy ended by saying, that at ouc time it was his wish to have immediately
deputed a person to Beungnl, with a letter addressed to the governor-general expressly
on the subject; but that, at all cvents, he was most anxious that his sentiments
should be made known to the Dritish povernment with the least possible delay, as
such a communication might tend in somne measure to prevent the mischief that
might otherwise be occasioned by a rash head-strong man.
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“ To this I replied, that if in time of profound peace invacion were attempted
by the Burmahs, it was very natural to <upposc that it would be forcibly
repelled by the British, and that what would certainly be granted, if found
Jjust on mature investigation, would with equal certainty be refused, if claimed by an
armed force in our territory. I reversed the question, and asked the viceroy what
the Burmah government would think were a British force to enter their dominions,
for the purpose of scizing any obnoxious persons that might have taken refuge
*“ there. 1 assured him, that in any decision that the British government might
come to with respect to the transactions in Arracan, strict and impartial justice
would be adhered to, on peaceable and proper representations being made by the
“ Burmah government; but that, at all events, I doubted not that the right
honourable the governor-general in council would feel sensible of and pay due
regard to his laudable endeavours to preserve peace and harmony between the
two states. I am informed that the king still continues persuaded of the
co-operation of the British government in the invasion of Arracan.”

29. The envov further reported the arrival of a sacerdotal wission on the part of
the king of Candy, which the envoy deemed worthy ot notice, conceiving that we
ought to be apprised that an interconrse takes place between the king of Candy
and the government of Ava. That intercourse, however, is accounted for by the
circumstance of the patives of the two countrics professing the same religion, both
being worshippers of Budha.

30. Captain Canning expressed his request that a party consisting ot a Havildar,
a Naick and twelve Musselinen sepoys, with ammunition and provisions, mizht be
ordered to proceed to Rangoon in the Amboyna, which request we have complied
with. We have judged it proper, likewise, to place on board the Malabar cruizer
a detail of 24 sepoys, to scrve as mariners. Captain Canning also desired that
provisions for four months for his escort and followers might be sent by the same
opportunity, which has accordingly been done. lHe further communicated the
desire of the viceroy to receive a small quantity of salt-petre, and we accordingly
ordercd 30 or 40 maunds to be sent.

31. The above is the substance of Captain Canning's despatch of the 19th of
January; of his letter of the 20th, stating that he had seen the king's orders for the
advance of the mission to the capital, and describing its contents, and reporting
that he had received authentic intelligence that his mission was received by the heir
apparent with great satisfaction, we have the honour to enclose a copy.

32. We now proceed to advert to the principal points of our instructions to Captain

Canning, despatched by the Amboyna. After referring to enclosed copies of all
360. E antecedent
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Despateh from  antecedent documents relative to the affairs of Arracan, and 10 our neasurcs and
ov.Gen. in council, orders in consequence of the events and transactions in that quarter, the letter to
4 March 1813. hi . ) T >

is address proceeded to communicate our sentiments and directions in detail,
conformably to the summary of them, described in the lctter to the magistrate of
Chittagong of the 19th ultimo, to a copy of which the 21st paragraph of this
" despatch refers. :

33. We observed, in the first place, that the principal purpose of immediately
despatching to Rangoon the honourable company’s ship Amboyna, accompanied
by a cruizer of 20 guns, was to provide for the envoy’s safety and eventual retreat.
That, adverting to the haughty character and barbarous disposition of the govern-
ment of Ava, we did not feel altogether satistied of its obscrvance of the sacred
rights and privileges of a representative of a foreign state in the actual condition of
affairs. That there were two circumstances which we conceived might possibly
incline the government of Ava to violate the law of nations, so far as to impose
a restraint upon the liberty of the envoy’s person; one, the actual execution of
the menaces of the rajah of Arracan, which would most probably occasion an open
rupture between the two states ; the other, a desire on the part of the government
of Ava to possess, in the person of the DBritish cnvoy, a security for a compliance
with the demand for the surrender of the fugitive chiefs. That it was the object of
government, in expediting the despatch of the Amboyna and Malabar, that if
possible Captain Canning should recceive an account of the state of affairs on the
frontier of Arracan, before inielligence of events and proccedings had reached the
government of Ava, of a naturc to induce that government to act under the in-
fluence of either of the circumstances above described; in which case Captain Can-
ning was to consider himself at liberty, according to his own view of the disposition
and intentions of the government of Ava, or of the exigency of circumstances,
to withdraw from whatever position the despatch might find him in, and return to
Bengal. That in this case, with the reservation hereafter stated, it would be proper to
signify the cause of his retreat to be, the menacing and even hostile conduct of the
officers of the Burmese government on the fronticr of Chittagong, so unprovoked
by any act or procceding of his government, and so uttetly unwarrantable on any
principle of justice or public law ; intimating, howcver, that notwithstanding what
had passed, it was still the resolution of government to maintain the relations of
amity and peace with the state of Ava, unless by actual aggression the latter should
compel it to pursue a different course. The reservation above alluded to was,
that if the envoy’s having reason to suppose that by founding the mecasure of his
retreat on the hostile proceedings of the Burmese officers, the government of Ava
might be led to apprehend that, notwithstanding his assurance to the contrary,
his return would be followed by the prosecution of hostilitics on our part. In such
an event, Captain Canning was informed he was at liberty to assign any other cause
that he might judge expedient and plausible.

34. It was added, that if he should be perfectly satisfied that under any circum-
stances the sanctity of his public character would be duly respected, he would of
course continue in the exercise of his ministerial functions, by the mecans of which the
depending questions might most conveniently and satisfactorily be adjusted between
the two governments, unless he should receive authentic intclligence of the actual
invasion of the company’s territories by the Burmese forces, in which case he was
desired not to hesitate to withdraw, since such a violation of our territories must
be deemed a dissolution of the relations of peace.

35. Having added some further detail of instruction on this subject, we proceeded
to observe that another object of the solicitude of government was to provide for the
safety of the persons and property of the British subjects residing at Rangoon, and
we furnished Captain Canning with directions for his guidance with reference to that
object.

36. It was further stated, that we had provided for the possible, though as we
conceived highly improbable, case of the government of Ava imposing any degree of
restraint upon t%le liberty of the envoy’s person, and refusing to permit his departure
if he should have occasion to announce a resolution to withdraw, by instructions
which had been given, directing in such case the immediate return of the Amboyna
with the intelligence to Bengal, when such measures would be adopted as the exi-
gency of the occasion might appear to require.

%o Canning, 37. The remainder of the instructions to Captain Canning consisted of a reply to

A . the several points of reference contained in his despatch of the 1gth of Japua:x'.
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As the contents of those instructions are important, and are not fully detailed in the
preceding paragraphs, we deem it proper to put your honourable court in possession
of their details by enclosing a copy.

38. We deem it proper also to transmit enclosed copies of instructions which
were issued to the commanders of the Malabar cruizer and the Amboyna, for the
guidance of their conduct after their arrival at Rangoon, with rcference to eventual
occurrences in that quarter.

39. We now resume the summary of thc communications of the magistrate of

Chittagong, and of our instructions and orders in consequence.

40. The magistrate having rcported Colonel Morgan’s seizure of the family of
another insurgent chicf, besides that of Kingberring, and solicited instructions with
regard to the disposal of them, we directed it to be signified to him, that although,
as stated in a preceding letter, we could have wished that circumstances had not led
to the seizure of the families of the insurgent chiefs, vyet as they had actually been
apprehended, that sentiment did not suggest the expediency of their immediate libe-
ration ; since, on one hand, that measure might lead the Burmese officers to infer on
our part a disposition favourable to the insurgent chiefs, und thereby constitate a
new ground of complaint; and on the other, it would probubly expose the individuals
ot those families to danger and distress.  "T'hat therefore, whilst these unfortunate
persons were treated with cvery degree of delicacy and kindness, we desired that care
should be taken to prevent their escape ; obscrving, however, that of course covern-
ment would not under any consideration authorize their being delivered over to the
Burmese officers.

41. On this occasion it occurred to us (adverting to the charge preferred by the
rajah of Arracan against Dr. M‘Rae, of having patronized Kingberring,) to be
proper, in justice to Dr. M‘Rae, to afford him an opportunity of replying to that
charge, aithough we were far from supposing it to be well founded. The magistrate
was accordingly directed to communicate the accusation to Dr. M‘Rae, in the terms
of the rajah of Arracan’s letter, in order that he might have an opportunity of
explaining the nature of the intercourse, if any, that he might have maintained with
Kingberring.

42. In a despatch dated the 18th ultimo, the magistrate transmitted an extract
from the journal of his emissary Synd Achmud Bagdadee, relating in detail his con-
fercnce with the Burmese chiefs.  Although the substance of those conferences has
already been stated in a preceding part of this despatch, yet as the detailed report of
the emissary rcpresents with apparent accuracy the sentiracnts, disposition, and
deman‘ls of the Burmese chiefs, and is, therefore, an important documcnt, we deem
it proper to enclose a copy of it.

43. In the same despatch the magistrate reported from information transmitted to
him by Lieut.-col. Morgan, thata party of the Burmese forces bad entered the dis-
trict ot Chittagong, with an intention of stockading themselves, and that the Burmese
troops opposite to our post at Teak Nauf were increasing ; and it appeared from
subscquent dispatches, that other detached partics of Burmese troops had also
entered our territory, professedly in search of the fugitive chiefs.

44. During these transactions the Burmese chicts suddenly resolved to despatch
vakeels for the purpose of negotiating their demands, and having obtained permis-
sion, the vakeels actually repaired to Captain Sibley’s post, at Teak Nauf, on the
18th ultimo. They positively disavowed the Burmese chiefs’ knowledge of any
parties of troops having crossed the river imo our territory. Captain Sibley ex-
plained to the vakeels that the British officers were endeavouring to apprehend King-
berring and his followers; that the entrance of Burmese troops into our territory
would be considered as a declaration of war, and signified to them that he would
not admit of any further communication with them, until those partics were with-
drawn. The vakeels, after declaring their own and their principals ignorance of any
such violation of our territory, assured Captain Sibley that it was the wish of the
Burmese government to be on the most friendly terms with us, and that they had
come for the express purpose of preventing any disagreement betwecn the two
states. Captain Sibley having apprised the vakeels that if the Burmese troops
should hereafter cross the river and cause alarm to the inhabitants, he should be
under the necessity of employing force to repel them, asked them if they proposed
to return; to which they replied, that they were instructed. to proceed withersoevgr
Captain Sibley might direct them, and even to Calcutta, if nccessary. Captain
Sibley signified to them that he would not permit them to advance until the partie;
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of Burmese troops, then in the company’s territories, should have been withdrawn ;
but that after that he would give them an escort to Ramoo, the head-quarters of
Colonel Morgan. The vakeels preferring to remain, instead of returning to their
masters camp, Captain Sibley placed an honorary guard over their tents to prevent
alarm, and their people from going about, expressing to him his intention of sending
them to Ramoo, together with Mr. Taylor, who accompanied them, as soon
as the parties of Burmese troops should have quitted the company’s territory. Cap-
tain Sibley stated that these vakeels were persons of rank, the one being second in
command, and acting on the part of the commander of the Burmese forces; the
other, on the part of Arracan, he styled lord of the revenues of that province.

45. The magistrate, in reporting the preceding intelligence, which appeared to
him to afford a certain prospect of an amicable termination of the depending ques-
tions between the two governments, ascribes the deputation of the vakeels to the
cffect of his letters to the rajah of Arracan, and to Mr. Taylor, before noticed.

46. Colonel Morgan, on receiving the above report from Captain Sibley, directed
him to signify to the vakeels his wish for their proceeding to Ramoo, and transmitted,
at the same time, a letter addressed to the Burmese chiefs, requiring the immediate
recal of the Burmese parties which had entered our territories, and warning them of the
consequences of the continuance of those parties within our limits. Colonel Morgan
sent the letter to Captain Sibley to be forwarded, desiring him previously to communi-
cate it to the vakecls, and to urge them to write to their masters in corresponding terms.
Colonel Morgan addressed and transmitted a letter at the same time to Mr. Taylor,
desiring him to represent to the vakeels the urgent necessity of recalling the Bur-
mese partics from our territory, and to signify to them that so long as those parties
remained, they werc not to cxpect that any attention would be paid to their
demands; whereas the removal of thosc partics would tend to prove the sincerity
of the professions of the Burmese chiefs, and the wish of the government of Ava, to
maintain the relations of amity with the company.  Colonel Morgan further
desired Mr. Taylor to assure the vakeels, that all due attention would be paid to
them during the period they might remain in the British territories, and that an
escort would attend them to the colonel's head-quarters, whither he wished them to
proceed at their earlicst convenience.

47. Captain Sibley, in replying to the instructions of Colonel Morgan above
described, informed him that Mr. Taylor had himself gone to the Burmese camp
with the colonel’s letter to the commander. Captain Sibley also reported, that in
consequence of his communication with the vakeels respecting the impropriety of
permitting the Burmese troops to enter our territories, orders were immediately
despatched for their recal ; and captain Sibley added, that he understood some of
them had actually returncd within the Arracan boundary, and the rest were ex-
pected immediatcly to follow.  Captain Sibley further stated, that the Burmese
commander had sent u verbal message, purporting that the magistrate’s letter to the
rajah of Arracan (referred to in the 11th paragraph of this address) was satisfac-
tory, and that he left cvery thing to be adjusted by the vakecls.

48. The magistrate, through whor: the preceding communications were conveyed
to us, desired to be informed whether, as the vakeels had authority to proceed to
Calcutta if the points at issue should not be adjusted on the spot, they were to
be allowed so to proceed. The mugistrate further expressed his repret that the
tenor of the letter of the Burmese chiefs should have been of a nature to warrant
a belief of their having scriously entertained a resolution to invade our territories,
observing that if those chiefs had in the first instance adopted the present measure
of despatching vakeels instead of menacing letters, it would have saved the inha-
bitants of Chittagong much alarm, and government some trouble, which latter he
hoped there was still time to remedy.” This communication is dated the 23d
ultimo, previously to his having received information of the measures adopted by
us for the purpose of reinforcing the troops in the province of Chittagong.

49. It became necessary, on the receipt of this intelligence, to convey it to
Captain Canning, and to furnish both him and the magistrate with further instrdc-
tions for the guidance of their conduct under this change of circumstances: and as
the Amboyna and Malabar had not then departed, we were enabled to avail our-
selves of that opportunity for the despatch of the requisite instructions to the
envoy. :

50. Notwithstanding this change in the conduct of the Burmese officers, from
menace and insult to measures of a pacific tendency, we did not judge it proper to

countermand
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countermand any of the arrangements in progress for reinforcing the station of _ Despatch from

Chittagong ; and in the instructions to Captain Canning, the grounds of that reso- G""’l("{i'r‘;;]“f;;':c"’
lution were stated, for the express purpose of being communicated to the court of _* P
Ava. It was accordingly observed to him, that the prosecution of these arrange-
ments was rendered nccessary by the anterior proceedings of the Burmese chiefs,
who advanced all the troops that they could immediately command to the frontier
of our territories, and conveyed their demands for the surrender of their fugitive
enemics in the language of menaces and of insult, without cven ascertaining whe-
ther or not the latter were in our hands; and after knowing that they were not,
that they ostentatiously declared, in their own letters, the expected approach of
80,000 men, for the express purpose of invading our territory, and extcuding their
hostilities to the utmost practicable limit, unless those demunds should be complied
with ; and that they boasted of their having secured, for the same purpose, the aid
of our Luropean enemius. )

51. It was further obscrved that the absurdity of these declarations, and their
consciousness of the visionary nature of these boasted resources, made no alteration
in the character of their proceedings : that their measures had been those of menace
and aggression to the extent of e resources immediately at their command, and
warranted our ascribing to them the disposition which they declared, to direct against
us the whole force of the kingdom, and to call to their aid the forces of a power with
which we wcere in a state of war.

52. That assuming the extent of their declurations, we werce to consider them as
covering not merely an intended but an e ctual alliance with our enemies, for purposes
exclusively hostile towards us, qualified alone by the condition of our acceding to
demands which in their nature were a subject of negotiation between the two
states, prior not only to such negotiation, but even to u hnowledge of our ability to
comply with them, and consequently prior to a rejection of them.

55- That had they actually formed the connection with our enemies which they as-
serted that they had, by that act alone the Burmese would be placed in a state of war
with the British government, and we should be compelled to employ every eftort of
our power for the subversion of the monarchy. That to the extert of menace, of
insult, and an avowal of hostile acts and designs, the Burmese had already placed
themsclves in that condition ; and by abstaining from the prosecution of the measures
which this state of facts would unquestionably justify, the British government
aflorded the most convincing proof of its forbearance, and of its solicitude to preserve

the rclations of amity with the state ot Ava.

54. But that although professing and really entertaining these pacific views, not-
withstanding the provocation we had received, it still became the duty of the British
government to provide the means of resisting those hostile designs, which having
once been menaced might be resumed in the event of our withholding a compliance
with demands which we might decm unreasonable, but in which the Burmese govern-
ment might think proper to persist; and that it was our duty to be prepared to resent
a repetition of insults which might eventually be carried beyond the limits of war-
rantable forbearance.

55. That to rcly implicitly on the latc sudden pacific change in the measures and
language of the Burmese officers (who it was to be observed at the same time had
neither atoned for the past, nor withdrawn their forces from their menacing position
on the frontier; neither revoked their avowal of the advanced state of their prepa-
rations for war, nor relaxed in their demands : some of which at least they must
be awarc of our resolution to reject,) and on the grounds of that precarious reliance
to leave the province of Chittagong without adequate protection, would obviously be
inconsistent with the ordinary maxims of prudence and precaution.

56. Captain Canning was at the same time desired to assure the court, that our
views and mcasures were pacific and entirely defensive. ‘That it was nol to us an
object of interest, nor consequently our desire, to be placed ir a state of war with the
kingdom of Ava. That such demands as were just and reasonable, we 'should at all
times be prepared to concede on grounds of justice and reason alonc.  That on the
other hand, demands supported by menaces and demonstrations of force and accom-
panied by insult, however just in themselves, every government was bound to resist ;
and that consequently the forces of the Burmese government must be removed from
their present menacing position, before such demands could be admitted even as a

subject of negotiation.
360. F 57. It
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57. It was further signified to Captain Canning with reference also to our former
instructions on that point, that as the points in dispute were a subject of ‘negotiation
between the two states, and therefore to be conducted through the accredited agents of
one or other of those states, he, being in the actual exercisc of the functions of envoy
at the court of Ava, was the proper agent for the conduct of such negotiation ;
whereas the vakeels despatched to Ramoo, deriving their powers only from subor-
dinate officers of the Burmese government, could not be considered as proper agents
for the adjustment of the depending question. That the magistrate of Chittagong
would accordingly be directed to communicate these observations to the vakeels, in-
timating to them as he (Captain Canning) would also intimate to the court of Ava,
that the fugitive chiefs if ultimately apprehended by us, would be detained under
safc custody to abide the issue of the negotiation between the two governments
relatiye to their surrender.  But that circumstances might lead us to deviate from
this course of proceeding; if, for instance, the vakeuls or their immediate principals
should subsequently be accredited in regular form, by the court of Ava, we might
pussibly deem it advisable and convenient to aathorize the negotiation through the
channel of their agency.

58. In the mean time, however, Captain Canning was directed to reccive and
communicate to this government such demands as might be stated to him by the

" Burmese government, regulating his procecdings with regard to those demands by the

instructions alrcady transmitted to him; and he was informed, that on reccipt of such
communication our decision would be made huown to him with the least practicable

delay.

59. These instructions to Captain Canning concluded with an intimation of our
desirc that the prescribed communications to the eourt of Ava, should, notwith-
standing their importance, be rendered subordinate to a consideration for his per-
sonal safety, if he should have reason to apprehend that any part of them were of a
nature to endanger it.

60. Although the whole of what is material in the instructions to Captain
Canning is above stated, we deem it proper to transmit enclosed a copy of them,
together with a copy of our corresponding instructions to the magistrate of Chitta-
gong; in which, after referring to a copy of the former as containing dircctions for his
guidance as well as that of Captain Canning, he was directed, notwithstanding the
necessity of signifying to the vakeels that the negotiation of their demands must be
referred to the British envoy at the court of Ava, ncither to oppose, but on the
contrary rather to encourage, their proceeding to Calcutta ; nor manifest any desire for
their return to the chiefs by whom thcy were accredited. It was observed to the
magistrate at the same time, that as the declarations which he was authorized to
convey to the vakeels would have a tendency to terminatc their mission, during the
continuance of which we might rely on the pacific conduct of their principals, it would
be desirable toretard, rather than accelerate the prescribed communications, until the
arrival of the reinforcements. While he adverted therefore to the channcl through
which the negotiation of the depending uestions ought properly and regularly to be
conducted, he was directed not to refuse .o reccive and forward their demands to the
presidency; but at the same timc to intimate to them, that they could not rca-
sonably expect that attention would be paid to those demands so long as the
Burmese forces maintained a menacing position on the fronticr of our territories, the
magistrate being careful also to prevent a supposition on their part that the removal
of the forces would necessarily be followed by a compliance with their demands.

61. The magistrate was further instructed to be prepared to counteract the alarm
and suspicion which the arrival of the reinforcements, or the rumor of them which
would probably precede it, might be expected to excite in the minds of the Burmese
chiefs, by endeavouring to convince them of the pacific nature of our views, without
however withholding from them a knowledge of the sentiments which we cntertained
of their conduct; but this communiction, the magistrate was informed, should be
combined with the most satisfactory assurances of our amicable views, and of our
desire and resolution to maintain the relations of peace and amity, unless by

. aggression on their part they should compel us to adopt a different course.

02. In a despatch received subsequently to the date of the preceding instructions,
the magistrate informed us, that in consequence of all the Burmese troops being
withdrawn frem our territories, the vakeels, accompanied by Mr. Taylor, had
proceeded from Teak Nauf towards the head-quarters of Colonel Morgan at Ramoo.

63. In
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63. In the same despatch, the magistrate who had then reccived notice of the
measures adopted for sending reinforcements, although he considered all cause of
alarm to have been removed by the late pacific change in the conduct of the Burmesc
chiefs, expressed his opinion to be, that it would still be advisablc to allow such part
of the reinforcements as might actually have been despatched at the time of our
receiving the intelligence of the arrival of the vakeels, to continue at Chittagong,

a point upon which (as shown in the preceding paragraphs) his wishes had been
more than anticipated.

04. That despatch is dated the 24th nltimo; on the following day the magistrate
had occasion to report a material alteration in the aspect of affairs, he having
reccived a report from Colonel Morgan, that notwithstanding the presence of the
vakeels and the pacific dcclarations which they conveyed, a body of between 500 or
600 Burmese troops had crossed the Nauf in sight of the Burmese encamppent,
and on retiring, in consequence of the pursuit of our troops, who took a number of
prisoners and arms from small parties detached from the main body, fired upon our
sepoys. We deem it proper to enclose for your honourable court’s information
a copy of the magistrate’s despatch, containing the details of this outrage, and of the
measures pursucd in consequence by Colonel Morgan, who very properly addressed
a demand of explunation to the commander of the Burmese forces, and directe
Mr. Taylor to convey suitable rcpresentations to the vakeels. The letter your
honourable court will observe disavowed on the part of their principals their concern
in the outrage, and cxpressed their regret and indignation at its occurrence, in
conscquence of which Colonel Morgan had consented to receive a visit from them ;
a measure which the magistrate justly remarks was unadvisable until the commander
of the Burmese forces should have afforded a satisfactory explanation, which he
observes could not probably be expected, since it appeared impossible to supposc
that a force of 5 or 600 men could have entered our territory in the sight of the Bur-
mese camp without the knowledge and the concurrence of the commander-in-chief.

65. Themagistrate states, in the same despatch, that subsequently to the occurrence
of this cvent, and not before (for what reason he was unable to discover), the
vakeels acknowledged their being charged with letters for him and Coloncl Morgan
from the Burmese chicfs. The despatch also contains an explanation of the motives
which induced him to insert, in his letter to the rajah of Arracan, those passages
which we considered objectionable, because tending to impress the minds of the
Burmese chiefs with a belief of our intention to surrender the leaders of the late
insurection, if apprehended.

66. 1t becomes proper also to transmit for your honouarable court’s information
a copy of the magistrate's next despatch of the 26th ultimo.  In that despatch the
magistrate reports that he had teceived a letter from Colonel Morgan, informing him
that he had had a conference with the vakeels, who had renewed their declarations
of pacific intentions on the part of the Burmese, and had assured Colonel Morgan
that thc most peremptory orders had been despatched for thc recal of all the
Burmese parties within our limits. The magistrate further reports, that he had
scen a letter from one of the officers at Ramoo, stating that Captain Sibley had
received a lctter from the commander of the Burmese forces, requesting that the
prisoners might be returned and their chief sent guarded, as he would be bcheaded
in consequence of his having conducted an armed force into our territories ; an
application which the magistrate observes is certainly in terms satisfactory, but is to
be received with reserve and doubt, since, as he before remarked, it appcars
incredible that the outrage could have becn committed without the participation of
the Burmese chief.

67. The magistrate’s despatch contains a copy of a letter which he addressed to
Colonel Morgan, desiring him not to permit the vakeels to proceed to Chittagong,
if so disposed, as his conduct with regard to them must be regulated by the instruc-
tions he might receive from government founded on a knowledge of the late outrage,
together with a copy of a letter which the magistrate judged it proper to address to
the Burmese chiefs, demanding an explanation of that outrage.

68. Your honourable court will also observe, that the magistrate notices his
receipt of the letter to his address from the rajah of Arracan, and of a copy of the
Jetter from the commander of the Burmese forces to the address of Colonel Morgan,
with both of which, the vakeels, as above stated, were charged, and reports that
their contents are little more than a threat of hostilities if 'the fugitive chiefs are not
surrendered, with a renewal of the charge against the British government of havin
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supported Kingberring, and assisted him with military stores in his late invasion of
Arracan.

69. It was of course important, if practicable, to report these occurrences to the
envoy, together with such instructions for the guidance of his conduct as the
occasion appeared to require. We accordingly, on the receipt of the first of the two
despatches above referred to, directed a copy of it to be transmitted to Captain
Canning (the Amboyna and Malabar not having yet sailed), with the expression of
our desire, that as it was possible that this outrage might be susceptible of explana-
tion and atonement, and as we still maintained our solicitude to preserve the
relations of amity with the state of Ava, the envoy would not convey to the court of
Ava any representations on the subject of a nature to indicate a resolution on the
part of this government to consider itself in a state of war with the former, or to
decline even yet an amicable adjustment of all depending questions ; but that he
should of course remonstrate in proper terms against the deceitful conduct of the
Burmese officers on the frontier, and found upon it an additional argument in
support both of the necessity of placing the province of Chittagong in a condition of
defence, and of our requisition that the Burmese forces be withdrawn from their
position on our frontier antecedently to any negotiation on the subject of the
demands of the government of Ava; intimating also, that a repetition of such
outrages must incvitably produce a rupture between the two statcs.

70. Of the reply which we directed to be returned to the two despatches from
the magistrate of Chittagong, we have the honour to enclose a copy.  Your honour-
able court will observe from it, that while we intimated our concurrence in opinion
with the magistrate, that notwithstanding the professions of the commander of the
Burmese forces, this outrage could not have been committed without the sanction of
the Burmese chiefs, we declured our willingness to accept a formal disavowal of
their concern in it, and the expression of their indignation at the perpetrators, as a
sufficient atonement ; that.however, in the event of u repetition of similar acts of
hostile aggression, it would be necessary to dismiss the vakeels ; obscrving also, that
any partics of thc Burmese forces again entering the company’s territory, should
of course be compelled to retreat by force of arms.

71. It was obvious to remark, that the tcnor of the letter to the magistrate’s
address, brought by the vakecls, was inconsistent with the pacific naturc of the
measurc of deputing those vakeels for the professed purposc of amicable negotia-
tion, as well as with the pacific intentions declared by the Burmese chiefs, inasmuch as
the language of menacc and of accusation already refuted, was the language of
hostility and insult ; and it was observed to the magistrate, that the determination
before announced to him, of refusing to admit’ even of negotiation while the Burmese
forces continued to maintain a threcatening posture on the frontier of our territory,
was of coursc applicable to the case of the Burmese chiefs continuing to urge their
demands in the hostile language of menaces and insult.

72. With reference to this point of our instructions, however, it bccame neccssary
to apprise the magistrate of our sentimenis on the question of forcibly dislodging
the Burmese troops from the position which they thus occupied, with a declared
design of eventually invading our territories ; and accordingly, on the ground of our
anxiety to avoid, if possible, an open rupture with the government of Ava, and
therefore to observe the utmost practicable degree of forbearance, we directed it to
be signified to the magistrate, that although the Burmese chicefs should persist in
their hostile declarations, and refuse to withdraw their troops from their menacing
position on the frontier, we did not deem it expedient, for the present at least, to
authorize the adoption of coercive measures for the purpose of compelling their
retrcat; that it would be sufficient to act on the defensive, maintaining the
requisition for the retrcat of their troops, in the qualified form already prescribed,
namely, combining with that requisition, a delaration, that so long as their troops
should continue to occupy a position professedly directed to the eventual invasion
of our territories, their demands would not even be entertained by the British
government.

73. We have adverted in a preceding paragraph to the magistrate’s explanation
(contained in his despatch of the 25th uitimo, whereof a copy is above referred to
as an enclosure in this address) of the motives which induced him to introduce into
his first letter to the rajah of Arracan, the intimations which we observed were
calculated to impress his mind with a belief of our predetermination to surrender
the persons of the insurgent chiefs, in the event of their being apprehended. Your
honourable court will perceive on a reference to the magistrate’s despatch of the
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25t.h ultimo, that under a persuasion that the Burmese chiefs were resolved to carry
their menaces of invasion into cfiect, he deemed it advisable to frame his letter in
terms which, while they suggested to the rajah the belief above described, should
admit of a different construction.

74. We could not of course approve of this disingenuous system of proceeding,
and therefore, in reply to that part of the magistrate’s despatch, we directed it to be
observed, that it was always inexpedient as well as incompatible with the maxims of
equity and propriety, te convey intimations, in the course of politicid correspondence,
purposely calculated to suggest to the other party an erroneous construction of
their meaning ; and that it would have becn sufficient, with reference to the object
which the magistrate had in view, to have declared his want of authority to decide
regarding the surrender of the fugitives in the event of their being apprehended, and
his ignorance of the sentiments and disposition of government on that subject.  *

75. The foregoing detail of our mceasures, orders, and instructions will sufficiently
explain to your honourable court the course of our deliberations, and the system of
proceeding, which it is our intention to pursue with respect to the late occurrences in
the quarter of Chittagong, as far as it is practicable in the present stage of these
transactions to form our resolutions. Your honourable court will obscrve, that
while guided on the one hand by the unavoidable neccessity of resisting menace,
insult and aggression, we are on the other, resolved to practisc every practicable
degree of moderation and forbearance in pursuance of our solicitude to maintain the
long cstablished relations of peace and amity with the state of Ava. It may possibly
even appear to your honourable court, that we have allowed this disposition to
operate to a greater extent than is compatible with the rights and the dignity of the
relative power of the company’s government ; but an additional motive of caution
and forbearance is suggested by the situation of our envoy, whose personal liberty,
and cven safety, might be endangered by the vindictive resentment of a barbarous
and haughty court in the event of actual hostility between the two states. It might
indced contribute to the future tranquillity of our eastern territory, which has
repeatedly been disturbed by the agoressions of the people of Arracan, and to the
permanent relief of our government and our subjects from the eflects of that
arrogance and insolence to which both have so frequently been exposed, and which
may, in a great degree, be ascribed to anterior forbearance and concession on our
part, if by cxample and experience that government were led to form a just estimate
of the greatness of our power, and the weakness of its own.  We state this obser-
vation, however, rather as tending in the present instance to alleviate the regret
with which we must ever contemplate the uecessity of war, thun as constituting on
our purt a principle of action.

76. With regard to the question of rejecting or acceding to the demands of the
Ava government for the surrender of the insurgent chiefs and other fugitives, great
multitudes of whom, we understand, have sought refuge in our territorics, it may be
sufficicnt at the present moment to state, that the only branch of those demands,
which can with us be under any circumstances a subject cven of dcliberation, is,
whether or not Kingberring and other insurgent chiefs shall, if apprehended, be
delivercd up to their enemies.  This is a point which will require much discussion
and mature delibcration; but the present inclination of our judgment is, that no
principle of public law and justice will require us to do violence to those feclings
of humanity which naturally oppose the measure of delivering up any of these
unfortunate, though guilty persons, to the cruel and fata! vengeance of their enemics,
not even Kingberring and others (if others there be) who like him have deprived
themsclves of all title to our protection by a treachcrous abuse of hospitality, in
taking advantage of their protected situation to carry arms into the territory of
a government ut peace with our own, at the hazard of involving us in a war with
the former, and exposing us to all the embarrassment and inconvenicnce which has
actually resulted from the invasion of the province of Arracan.

77. We shall add to the communications contained in this despatch any further
intelligence that we may receive of the progress of events anc transactions on our
eastern frontier before the departure of the present fleet.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable Sirs,
Your most faithful humble servants,
Minto, J. Lumsden,
G. Nugent, H. Colebrooke.
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Despatch from Copy of a DESPATCII from the Governor General in Council at Fort
Govﬁe;xc-;xn lcg;l:m': William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
9 "\r <, dated the gth March 1812.

Houourable Sirs,

SINCE the preparation of ow despatch of the 4th instant on the subject of
transactions on the fronticr of Chittagong, we have received additional advices from
that province, extending to the 1st instant from the head quarters of the Dritish
force at Ramoo, and to the 3d instant from the magistrate. Time will not admit
of the preparation of copies of the despatches which contain those advices for
transmission to your honourable court, and we are only cnabled briefly to state the
substance of them.

2. The first of them contains a copy of Licutenant-colonel Morgan’s report of
his first interview with the vakecls of the Burmese chiefs, whom, as stated in the
64th paragraph of our address to your honourable court, he had allowed to visit
him, in consequence of their professions of regret and indignation at the late
violation of our territories, and their assurances that the designs of their principals
were entirely pacific, and that all the parties of Durmcse troops which had enterec
our territorics should be immediately withdrawn.  They had also sent to Colonel
Morgan a letter, which they had alddressed to the commander of the Burmese
forces, expressive of their concern at what had occurred since they left the Bur-
mese camp, and stating the requisition of Colonel Morgan for the retreat of all the
partics of Burmese troops which had entered our limits, with a request that Colonel
Morgan would forward that letter.

3. The vakecls commenced their representations to Colonel Morgan, with a
recital of the circumstances of the invasion of Arracan by means derived from our
territory and subjects, and of the defeat of the invaders, the lcaders of whom
having, as they stated, fled into the province of Chittagong with 40,000 of the
inhabitants of Arracan; they demanded that thosc leaders, and all who had borne
arms under them, and should be found in the province, should be delivered up,
when the *“ usual and former fricndly intercourse between the two countrics would
¢ be sccured from further disturbances, and the trade and commerce from inter-
« ruption.” They required alsn, that all the native inhabitants of Arracan, whoe
had fled into the province of Chittagong, might be “ encouraged, permitied and
* ordered to return to their former habitations.” The vakeels at the same time
solemnly cngaging, in the name of the commander of the Burmese forces, that no
punishment whatever should be inflicted on those who should return into Arracan,
but that, on the contrary, they should meet with every encouragement from the
Burmese govermnent.  The vakeels added, that the commander of the forces only
wanted answers to thesc his reasonable demands and requests, to return with the
forces under his command into the interior of Ava.

4. Coloncl Morgan further reported, that as a proof of the anxious desire of the
vakeels to prevent hostilities, they had requested a small escort to proceed with four
of their followers, and orders written by themselves in the presence of Colonel Mor-
gan, to the commanders of the partics which had entered our limits, to retire in-
stantly into Arracan; an application with which Colonel Morgan complied.

5. Colonel Morgan did not report his reply to the demands of the vakeels, but
mercly stated his own strongest conviction of the desirc of the Burmese government
to continue on friendly terms with us, and of the solicitude of thec commander of the
Burmese forces for the speedy and amicable adjustment of depending questions,
that chief (as acknowledged by the vakecls) finding it extremely difficult to subsist
his troops in consequence of the depopulated and ravaged state of the province of
Arracan.

6. In his despatch transmitting a copy of Colonel Morgan's report, the magis-
trate, adverting to the desire said to have been originally expressed by the vakeels,
to procecd to Chittagong, or if necessary, to Calcutta, states his receipt of a private
letter from Colonel Morgan, informing him that the vakcels had no intention of
proceeding beyond Ramoo, and were anxious to return to the Burmese camp, but
that he (Colonel Morgan) had persuaded them to remain until the answer of govern-
ment to their demands should be received. On this point the magistrate remarks,

' that
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that he cannot help entertaining strong suspicions that the vakeels were spies, who  Despateh fiom
had arrived for the sole purpose of ascertaining the extent of our force at Ramoo, Gov.Gen. in counci,
and that having ascertained it, they werc anxious to return and communicate their 9 March 1812
intelligence to their employers.  We state this, however, only as the opinion of the .
magistrate, without hazarding a judgment of our own, on the imperfect grounds

hitherto before us. 7

7. In a subsequent despatch, dated the 29th ultimo, the magistrate transmitted a
copy of u letter from Colonel Morgan, enclosing one from the commander of the
Burmese forces, in reply to that from Colonel Morgan (noticed in the 45th para-
graph of our address to your honourable court of the 4th instant), which required
the Burmese chicfs to recal their partics from our territories.  The letter of the
Burmese commander being short, we subjoin a transcript of the translation :

“ Kingberring, Larungbage, and Nakloo, have destroyed the four districts” of the
* hing, Lave Filled 20,000 and more of the inhabitants of Arracan, and have fled into
 the company’s territories. My people have gone after theg, and the above traitors
* have flod 1o Teaknauf, and remained near it; my people are forbidden to enter the
* company’s territorics, several Burmaths who did enter them are put into confinement
¢ by the English gentlemen ; you will allow them to return. The merchunts of the
two countrics formerly traded; let them now continue to do so.  Let there not be
eny sirde between the two countries for Kirgberring, Larungbage, Nakloo, or the
*other debinguents. It is, therefore, better that you deliver them up to us. I under-
¢ stand from my own people that it is your intention to deliver them up through
 friendsbip; it is much better that yea matie haste to do so.”

-

&

~

3

& It may be proper to observe, that the letter from Colonel Morgan, to which
the above replics, was written before the occurrence of the outrage related in the
64l pare raph of our last despatch.

0. On this letter of the Burmese chicf, Colonel Morgan merely observes, in his
address to the magistrate, that it appeared his (Coloncl Morgan’s) letter to the
chicfs had had the desired effect, of preventing any more parties of theirs crossing
into var territorics, and the immediate recal of such as were within them.  The
magistrate, however, in his despatch, conveying the above comnmunications, remarks-
perhaps with more justice, that the letter of the Burmese commander, instead of
oflering any explanations of the outrage above alluded to, or expressing any regret
at its occurrence, or declaring that it took place without his knowledge (which
might naturally have been expected, if the outrage was not really sanctioned by the
Butmese chiets) merely contained a request (it vot dictated in stronger terms than
a request usually is), that the prisoners tahen might be sent back, and that the
leaders of the late insurrection might be given up.

10. It may be proper to state that Colonel Morgan, i reply to the communica-
tion transmitied to hir respecting the reinforcements ordered to Chittagong, has
expressed his hope that his anterior reports would arrive in time to prevent the
troops proceeding by sea to Chittagong, with the exeeption of the detachment of
100 men cmbarked on one of the cruisers, which under the apparent emergency of
afluirs we had directed to sail, without waiting until the rest of the vessels carrying
troops were ready for sea, as he was confident that the reinforcement of two com-
panies which (as noticed in the 7th paragraph of our last despatch to your
honourable court), he had called for from Dacca, the troops on board the above-
mentioned cruiser, and an artillery relief which a considerable time ago left the
presidency for Chittagong, would, with the remainder of the troops under his com-
mand, be fully competent to repel any force the Burmese could bring towards our
fronticr before the commencement of the rains, which begin on the castern coast of
the bay about the end of next month, when, Colonel Morgan obscrves, they could
not act, but must disperse into the interior of Arracan.  Colonel Morgan adds,
however, his perfect confidence, that the Burmesc chicf has received positive orders
not to invade our territories, or in any manner act hostilely towards us.

11. In his despatch of the 3d instant, this day reccived, the magistratc has trans-
mitted a copy of a further letter from Colonel Morgan, in which, adverting to his
conference with the vakeels (as described in the 3d and 4th purggraphs of thl_s
address), Colonel Morgan expresses his perfect conviction of the sincerity of their
assurances, that the Burmese commander neither ordered nor sapchoned the late
outrage; but that the body of troops, which thus entered our territory, came over
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merely in the hope of obtaining some supplies of grain for their subsistence ; observ-
ing, tﬁ,at when it is considered that the Burmese officers and men of all descriptions
receive no pay from the state, and are obliged to furnish themselves with all their
equipments and provisions wherever they go, the wants of nature may be supposed
to constitute an impulse sufficiently strong to place them beyond control; and as a
further corroboration of his belief that the late incursion was unsanctioned by the
Burmese commander, Colonel Morgan adds, that he had received from Captain
Sibley, commanding at Tcaknauf, a letter, informing him that a vakeel was sent to
him by the Burmese commander, on the morning succeeding the day of the incursion,
to assure him of that chicf’s entire ignorance of it until after its occurrence, and of

his resolution to punish the leaders of the invading party.

12. The magistrate, adverting to the above communication from Colonel Mor-
gan, obscrves, that notwithstanding the confidence entertained by that officer of the
pacific disposition of the Burmecse, he sees no reason to alter the different opinion
which he himself had formed of their views and proceedings ; and as corroborative
of that opinion, refers «to an enclosed report from the darogah at Teaknauf, from
which it appears that one of the parties of Burmese troops, which entered our terri-
tory, set fire to the houses and villages of the Mugs, in a place called Ncela, on
their departure.

13. The magistrate states, that it does not appear whether or not this additional
outrage was committed after the circulation of the orders of the Vakeels, directing
the retreat of the parties of Burmese troops which were within our territory, but
justly observes that if it was, the offence is aggravated; and renarks generally, that
the circumstances of the Burmese commander having limited his denial of the
former outrage to a verbal message, omitting all apology for what had occurred, little
reliance could be placed on the sincerity of his pacific professions ; and that on the
contrary, his conduct evinced a spirit of insolence, and a disposition to aggress.
The magistrate concludes his letter in the following terms : ¢ I trust, however, that
“ this will be the extent of the injury he can do us, when we arc provided with
“ onc or two cruisers, and even half the force which government has ordered down
“ here. We are already out of all apprehension of an invasion by water, as two
“ companics of the 12th regiment are arrived from Dacca.”

14. With respect to the whole of the foregoing communications, no other instruc-
tions in addition to those already despatched appcar to be necessary, than merely to
direct the magistrate to encourage the return of the emigrants, so far as to make
known to them the assurances of favour and protection, which, in the event of their
return, the vakeels expressed in their conference with Colonel Morgan.

15. From the gencral tenor of these later advices, we are disposed to think that
there is little probability of our being involved in an open rupture with the state
of Ava. f

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
1onourable Sirs,
Y our most faithful humble servants,
Minto,
G. Nugent,
J. Lumsden,
H. Colebrooke.

Copy of u DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company;
dated 24th March 1812.

Honourable Sirs,

WE have the honour to continue our report of the gth instant, on the subject of
transactions on the frontier of Chittagong.

2. The date of our latest advices then received was the 3d instant. In a de-
spatch of the 4th instant the magistrate of Chittagong transmitted a second report
from the darogah of Teaknauf, containing further particulars of the conduct of the
party of Burmese which burned the houses and plundered the property of the inha-
bitants of the village of Necla, within our territory, as related in the 12th paragraph

o
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of our despatch of the gth instant. The same report also gave an account of _ Despatch from
a fresh outrage on the part of the Burmese, some of whom crossed the river into G‘:"‘K,le:r;}': "l"s";:'l'
our territory, wounded one woman and seized another. Of this party seventeen 24 L,
were seized, together with some arms, by our sepoys; the remainder fled, taking

with them the woman whom they had seized. The magistrate naturally and justly .

observed, that this repetition of outrages precluded. all confidence in the faith and

pacific professions of the Burmese chiefs and their vakeels, regarding which also

these acts would probably induce Colonel Morgan to cntertain an opinion less

favourable than hitherto.

3. On the reccipt of the preceding communication, we judged it proper to revise
our former orders and instructions, with a view to determinc respecting the expe-
diency of pursuing some measurcs more decisive than at the date of the latest of
those instructions appeared to us to be advisable, with reference to the limited extent
of our force in the province of Chittagong.

+

4. We had heard, as mentioned in our last address, of the arrival at Chittagong
of the two companics of sepoys, which Colonel Morgan had called for from Dacca.
Weé had heard also of the arrival of the Thetis® cruiser, with 100 men, which had
preceded the other cruisers and vessels conveying reinforcements. The latter had
sailed many days before, and the seven companics of the 12th regiment ordered to
Chittagong, as stated in our despatch of the 4th instant, had commenced their voy-
age. The sccurity of the province having thus been provided for, we came to the
resolution of conveying to the Burmese chiefs, in a manner more formal, authentic
and impressive than belonged to the character of a communication mcrely addressed
to their vakeels, the sense which we entertained of their insults and aggressions, and
in the same form to demand the retreat of their forces from the menacing position
which they occupy on the fronticr of our possessions ; apprising them at the same
time that any future incursions of their troops would be repelled by force of arms,
and that the requisitions which they had urged must be negotiated through the
regular channel of an accredited representative on the part of one or other of the
two states.

5. A declaration to this cffect was accordingly drawn up, and despatched to the
magistrate, with directions to transmit a translation of it to the Burmesc chicefs, in
a letter purporting that he had been instructed to convey it to them as an authentic
declaration of the sentiments and resolutions of this government ; requiring them,
at the same time, in conformity to the tenor of it, to withdraw their forces from the
frontier.

6. The magistrate was further directed to transmit a copy of the declaration to
Colonel Morgan, desiring him (if it had not been alrcady donc under our former
orders of the 3d instant) to be prepared instantly to repel, by force of arms, any
parties of the Burmese troops that might again make incursions into the British
werritories.

7. The magistrate was further informed, that if the vakeels of thc Burmese
chiefs should still be in the British camp, the immediate rctreat of the Burmese
forces from the fronticr, the restitution of the property plundered by the party at
Necla, and of the woman carried off by the other party, must be rendered the con-
ditions of their being permitted to remain. But the magistrate was directed, under
any circumstances, to require the restitution of the woman and the plundered pro-
perty. It was further significd to the magistrate, that the arms and prisoners above
stated to have been taken, should not be delivered up until a satisfactory account
s}l:ould be reccived from Tyndapo of the outrages which occasioned the seizure of
them.

8. For your honourable court’s more detailed information, we deem it proper to
transmit enclosed a copy of the declaration above described.

. 9- In the 14th paragraph of our address of the gth instant, we observed that
with respect to the whole of the communications from the magistrate of Chitta-
gong, as reported in that address, no other instructions in addition to those already
despatched appeared to be necessary, than merely to direct the magistrate to en-
courage the return of the emigrants, so far as to make known to them the assurances
of favour and protection whic%x in the event of their return the vakeels had expressed
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Despateh from  jp their conference with Colonel Morgan. On mature deliberation however we

G:I'(L;::cil? closul":'ﬂ’ deemed it advisable to modifiy this intended instruction.

\——.——  10. In replying to the communications above alluded to, therefore, we caused it

to be signified to the magistrate, that although it was highly desirable that our ter-
ritory should be relieved from the burthen of the numecrous emigrants which had
entered it, provided that their rcturn to Arracan would not expose them to the
barbarous effects of the vindictive resentment of the Burmese government, yet the
mere verbal and unauthenticated assurance afforded by the vakeels was not in our
judgment sufficient to warrant even that degree of encourngment to the return of
these fugitives which would be held out by proclaiming to them the offers of the
vakeels, because it would imply a degree of confidence which we were by no mecans
inclined to repose in the validity of those assurances, especially when the opposition
between the professions of the vakeels and the acts of their employers was considered.
But that if some authentic and formal security should be afforded for the safety of
the emigrants in the cvent of their return, by written stipulations under the signature
of the rajah of Arracan, we should have no objection to announce to the emigrants
by proclamation the receipt of such a document, leaving them however at liberty to
act according to their own judgment of the degree of dependence to be placed on the
assurances which it might contain; and the magistrate was directed to instruct Colonel
Morgan to return to the vakeels a reply to this cffect to that article of their demands
(the only one to which any specific reply could be given) which related to the
general body of the emigrants.

11. It consists with the order of transactions to notice in this place the explana-
tion received from Dr. M‘Rae, the surgeon of the station of Chittagong, of the
nature and extent of the intercourse which had subsisted between him and King-
berring, which explanation had been called for, as stated in the 41st paragraph
of our despatch to your honourable court of the 4th instant, and we accordingly

From magistrate of beg leave to refer to the enclosed copies of a despatch from the magistrate of Chitta-
Chutagong, dated  gong on that subject, and of a letter from Dr. M‘Rae, containing the explanation
%tr';lr ;)rld'w Rae, Tequired, which, as we anticipated, is in cvery respect satisfactory.

dated 3d March. 12. We have of course caused copies of the material parts of the communications

from the magistrate of Chittagong, of the instructions to that officer, and of the de-
claration described in the preceding part of this despatch, to be transmitted to
Captain Canning, to whom however no additional instructions appeared to be ne-
cessary, and the only observation stated to him in transmitting those documents was,
that the declaration contained little morc than what he had already been authorized
to express to the Burmese government, and that as the British government was so-
licitous to preserve the relations of amity with that of Ava, and as its measurcs werc
of a nature strictly and exclusively defensive, a suspension of those rclations could
alone be occasioned by a perseverance on the part of the Burmese in acts of menacc
and aggression.

13. A copy of Dr. M‘Rae’s cxplanatory letter was at the same time transmitted
te Captain Canning, with a view to enable him to demonstrate to the Burmese go-
vernment that the charge preferred against Dr. M‘Rae by its officers, of having
countenanced and encouraged Kingberring in his invasion of Arracan, was utterly
devoid of foundation.

14. The next despatch received from the magistrate, and dated the 8th instant,
relates to his receipt of a communication from the darogah at Tcaknauf, purporting
that about 100 people, men and women, Burmese and emigrant Mugs, who had a
letter of protection from Colonel Morgan, were proceeding across the Nauf to the
Burmese camp, and that a vakeel had arrived at Teaknauf with a letter from the
commander of the Burmese forces to the address of Captain Sibley commanding at
that post, demanding the restitution of the arms taken from the Burmese who entered
onr territory, to which demand Captain Sibley had declined to return an answer
without orders from Colonel Morgan. The magistratc adverts also to his knowledge
of Colonel Morgan’s having several days before the date of this occurrence, trans-
mitted a letter to the commander of thc Burmese forces, and remarks on this occasion
the extraordinary circumstance of his not having received any report from Colonel
Morgan of any of these proceedings, or even of the outrage committed at Necla.

15. In his next despatch of the gth, the magistrate acknowledges the
receipt of our instructions of the 3d instant, the substance of which is stated in the
seventieth
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seventieth and following paragraphs of our address to your honourable court of the
4th; and having stated various observations on the conduct of the commander of
the Burmese forces, tending to show that no disavowal of the outrage committed by
a party of those forces on the 21st ultimo (the circumstances of which are sub-
stantially stated in the G4th paragraph of our last-mentioned address), such
as could in any degrec be considered satisfactory or even authentic, had been re-
ccived, and that the proceedings of the commander and the occurrence of subsequent
outrages indicated a disposition on his part which secmed to preclude the expectation
of atonement and apology, the magistrate expresses his intention, under the instruc-
tions above mentioned, to abstain from entering into any negotiations with the
vakecls, unless a sufficient apology should subsequently be received, in which casc he
should be prepared to act according to the instructions with which he had been
furnished.

16. In his next despateh, of the 1oth instant, the magistrate transmitted a topy
of a letter, which on a review of the instructions he had lately received, and of the
reports from the darogah of Tecaknauf, he had judged it necessary to address to
Colonel Morgan.  The magistate observed, that Colonel Morgan evidently enter-
tained an opinion of the disposition and proceedings of the Burmese entirely opposite
to the light in which they were viewed by him ; that this circumstance rendered the
part he had to perform somewhat difficult, inasmuch as Colonel Morgan seemed to
be carrying on an intercourse with the vakecls and their principals, which must be
supposcd to be regulated by the opinions he himself had formed of their views ;
whereas he (the magistrate) conceived that it was adverse to our intentions that an
amicable negotiation should be maintained with the Burmese chiefs, until the late
outrages were satisfactorily explained or disavowed.

17. The magistrate therefore, in his letter above-mentioned, transmitted to
Coloncl Morgan a copy of our instructions of the 2gth ultimo and 3d instant, showing
the light in which we considered the outrage of the 21st ultimo ; but desired he would
not make any communication of the contents of those instructions to the vakeels
until he should hear further from him. The magistrate then reluted the circum-
stances of the later outrages committed by the Burmese, and, apprised Colonel
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Morgan that he should suspend the execution of our late instructions until he had -

received a reply to his despatch reporting those circumstances to government, which
might possibly produce orders of a different nature.

18. The magistrate further noticed the intelligence recently received from the
darogah of Teaknauf, relative to the intercourse apparently maintained between Co-
lon~l Morgan and the Burmese commander, and requested an cxplanation of that
intercourse, observing to him at the same time, that in his opinion no correspondence
ought to take place with the Burmese commander until the latter should have
atlurded a satisfactory explanation of past events, and requesting that in future no
communication, either by message or by letter, might take place between Colonel
Morgan and the Burmese commander, or any of the Burmese chiefs, unless first sanc-
tioncd by him (the magistrate); and also that in future Coloncl Morgan would com-
municate to him cvery circumstance of conscquence that happened.

19. In his despatch last mentioned the magistrate further states, that by the report
of an English officer just arrived at Chittagong from the post at Teaknauf, it
appeared that three ships loaded with provisions for the Burmese camp had lately
arrived ; that the Burmese commander in consequence stated his intention to be,
to remain in his present position during the ensuing rains, and that in conformity
to that intention he had commenced building & house on a large scale. The magis-
trate adds as follows :—* "The officer is one of those who went over to visit the Bur-
“ mah camp *, and he computes their force at about 7,000. In the conversation he
¢ had with the chiefs, he describes the rajah of Arracan to have expressed himsclf
“ in very angry terms respecting our government ; but that Tyndapo (the Burmesc
* commander) was more reasonable, and actually reprimanded the rajah before him.”

From the above I think I am warranted in entertaining an opinion that the
Burmahs have some object in view which is not at present avowed. Their remain-
ing encamped where they are is of no use whatever, unless they intend during the
rains, when they may think our force cannot remain down there, to take advantage
of its absence, and enter the district. Colonel Morgan, however, still seems to
think so much of their friendly intentions, that he mentioned to me ina private letter
which I received last night, his determination to desire Captain Ross with the two

360. companies

* N. B. It appecars
that on the arrival
of the vakecls
several officers went
over tothe Burmese
camp, and were
very favourably
1eceived.
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companies of the 12th native infantry, to return to the presidency vid Dacca, not-
withstanding I imparted to him the resolution of government communicated to me

in your (chief secretary’s) letter of the 29th ultimo, not to recal any of the rein-
forcements.”

20. We were concerned to observe the contrariety of opinions and proccedings of
the magistratc and Colonel Morgan; and we deemcd it necessary to notice the erro-
neous views and conduct of the latter, who appeared to have supposed that govern-
ment would not only place confidence in the amicable professions of the vakeels,
but be induced by those professions to overlook the various acts of insult and
aggression by which they had bcen preceded, accompanied, and followed ; that the
menacing position of a Burmese force on the fronticr, avowedly directed to the
eventual invasion of our territory, would be no impediment to negotiation, and even
that government was prepared to purchase its retreat by a compliance with the
demands of the Burmese chiefs,

21. These observations, together with others, having relation to Coloncl Morgan’s
omitting to communicate to the magistrate regular information of transactions, and
to his maintaining a separate intercourse with the Burmese chiefs, were stated in a
reply to the three despatches from the magistrate, of which the substance is above
stated, and as that reply contains some supplemental points of instruction for the
guidancie of the magistrate’s conduct, we deem it proper to transmit a copy of it
enclosed.

22. It is proper to add, that corresponding instructions, as far as the former
related to the erroneous opinions and proceedings of Colonel Morgan, have since
been issued by his excellency the commander-in-chicf to that oflicer.

23. The wholc of the reinforcements despatched by sea to Chittagong arrived on
the 7th instant, and a part immediately marched to join the force at Ramoo; and
as it is obviously necessary that the whole of the troops should continuc in the pro-
vince of Chittagong during the rains, we have, at the suggestion of the commander-
in-chicf, authorized the immediate construction of the requisite buildings for the
European details and native infantry.

24. In a despatch dated the 11th instant, the magistrate transmitted a copy of
a letter from Colonel Morgan, reporting that Nakloo, the fugitive chicf, mentioned
in the third paragraph of our address of the 4th instant, had surrendered himself.
In the same letter, Colonel Morgan stated that the vakeels of the Burmese chiefs had
repeatedly applied to him to be furnished with supplics and necessaries for them-
sclves and followers at the public charge on the ground of usage, und referred the
question to the consideration of the magistrate, who not considering himscll com-
petent to decide it, requested orders on the subject.

25. With reference to the first of these points, the surrender of the fugitive chicf
Nakloo, we considered that the best mode of disposing of him for the present, was
to place him under charge of the magistrate of Dacca, to be kept under the degree
of restraint necessary to prevent his escape, but to be «llowed every indulgence con-
sistent with that object. We were further of opinion, that it would be proper to
dispose in the same manner of the familics of the fugitive chicfs, which (as we before
reported) had been secured by Colonel Morgan, and the necessary instructions for
carrying these arrangements into effect, were accordingly issued to the magistrates
of Chittagong and*Dacca.

26. With regard to the application of the vakeels to be subsisted at the public
charge, we directed the following observations and instructions to be communicated
to the magistrate. That it was certainly usual to supply necessaries and accommo-
dation at the public charge for vakeels deputed by the government of Ava to this
government, but that the case was different when vakeels were despatched by a sub-
ordinate officer of the former to a subordinate officer of the latter. Independently
of which consideration, however, the peculiar circumstances attending the deputa-
tion of these vakeels afforded the strongest additional grounds for withholding the
solicited indulgence. For that the vakeels, although professing amity, were the
bearers of damands urged by chiefs at the head of a force, menacing our territory
with invasion, in terms of insult and hostility, and that while the vakeels were actually
in the British camp on a mission declared by them to be amicable, parties of the
Burmese force were permitted to invade our territory, and to commit outrages and

plunder.
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plunder. That a mission in such a form could not reasonably be considered entitled
to courtesies applicable to representatives who come to negotiate on a basis of amity
and concord, and under corresponding demonstrations on the part of their princi-
pals, and that for these combined reasons the expectations of the vakeels were
totally inadmissible.

27. The despatch to which the above described instructions replied, further stated
the arrangements adopted by the magistrate with regard to the cruisers and vessels
which had conveyed the reinforcements to Chittagong, from which it appears, that
out of two cruisers originally intended, if not wanted at Chittagong, to proceed to
the Java station, one had been despatched thither; the other had been detained
with a second cruiser for local services, and the remainder are to be returned to

Bengal.

28. We have received only two further despatches from the magistrate of * Chit-
tagong, of the 14th and 15th instant, of which we decm it advisable to transmit
copies, as they report a variety of circumstances not unimportant in the actual state
of affairs, which it is difficult to comprise in an abstracted form.

29. The first of thesc despatches contains Colonel Morgan’s explanation of his
intercourse with the Burmese chiefs, adverted to in a preceding paragraph of this
address. The most important communication in the magistrate’s despatch of the
14th, is the translation of a letter to his adaress, from the Burmese commander,
in which, your honourable court will observe, that he disavows the outrage
committed by a party of the Burmese forces on the 21st ultimo; asserts that the
offenders have been punished, promises that none shall again violate our territories,
desires that our troops may not cross into Arracan, and repeats his demand for the
surrender of the fugitive chicfs.

30. Although, as the magistratc has remarked, this explanation or apology
cannot be deemed entirely satisfactory, yet, as the outrage in question has been
disavowed, we are disposed to think that this disavowal, and the assertions and
promises with which it is accompanied, may be accepted ; but it does not of course

suggest the expediency of any change in the system of proceedirgs which we have

adopted, especially as we must concur in opinion with the magistrate, that the
demonstrations of the Burmese chiefs continue, notwithstanding their professions,
to be rather hostile than pacific.

31. In his despatch of the 15th, your honourable court will observe, that the
magistrate has transmitted a copy of the letter, which in consequence of the
B..rmese commander’s disavowal of the oatrage of the 21st ultimo, he had prepared
to the address of the two chiefs, in conformity to our instructions of the 29th ultimo,
and 3d instant, but which it was not his intention to despatch until the receipt of a
reply to his report of the more recent outrages of the Burmese. The tenor of that
proposced letter appears to us to be perfectly proper; but the transmission of it will
of course be superseded by our instructions of the 13th, containing the declaration
to be transmitted to the Burmese chiefs.

32. We have the honour to inform your honourable court, that by a Portuguese
ship which left Rangoon the 4th instant, we yesterday received a despatch from
Captain Canning, containing a narrative of his negotiations and transactions from
the 10th to the 2gth ultimo, as the immediate departure of the ships Lord Eldon
and Batavia does not leave sufficient time for transcribing the whole of that
despatch, which is voluminous, in addition to other documents which it is
necessary to prepare, we enclose only extracts, consisting of such parts as are most
material.

33. Your honourable court will observe, that Captain Canning continued upon
the most confidential terms with the viceroy of Pegu, and that he expected that the
boats preparing for his journey to the capital, would be rcady by the 12th instant ;
we hope, however, and we consider it highly probable, that his departure will be
delayed till towards the close of this month, by which time, we trust the Amboyna
and Malabar will arrive at Rangoon.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable Sirs, your most faithful, humble servants,
Minto, J. Lumsden,
G. Nugent, H. Colebrooke.
360. I
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Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company,
dated the 25th April 1812.

Honourable Sirs,
1. OUR last despatch on the subject of the affairs of Chittagong, was dated

the 24th ultimo.

2. The general tenor of our advices since that date, warrant a belief that the
transactions in that quarter will terminate amicably. The correspondence of that
interval of time exhibits no incident of material importance, and the above inference
is deduced from the negative circumstance of the Burmese chiefs having abstained
from any acts of aggression, or of insult, beyond those related in our preceding
despatches, and from any measures and proceedings, as far as we can learn, of a
nature to indicate a disposition on their part to provoke a rupture between
the two states ; and from the information which we have reason to believe authentic,
of their force on the frontier having been reduced to about 2,000 men, including
followers, and of that force also, with the exception of a small party, being about
to retire. This reduction of their force has been ascribed to the want of supplies,
compelling a part to retire and producing descrtion. It may also have been
occasioned by orders from the court of Ava, originating in the apprehension
inspired by the arrival of our reinforcements, or the prevalence of morc amicable
sentiments, as well 2s in the more exigent cause above mentioned, orin all these
motives combined. It may also be, that the Burmese never seriously meditated
an invasion of the province, but ignorantly supposed that we should be induced by
the menacing advance of their troops, and by their arrogant and vapouring language,
at a timc when our force was inconsiderable, to comply with their demands.

3. This statc of affairs, however, has admitted of our authorizing the return to
Chittagong of the greatest part of our advanced troops. This measure was
~uggested by Lieutenant-colonel Morgan, on receiving intclligence of the reduction of
the Burmese forces on the frontier, in a despatch to the adjtuant general of the
1st instant ; copics of which, and of a further despatch of the 4th, were, by direction
of his exccllency the commander-in-chief, submitted to us for our consideration ;
and we deem it proper to transmit a number in the packet, a copy of the adjutant-
gencral’s letter on the subject, together with copics of Lieutcnant-colonel Morgan’s
two despatches above mentioned. That of the 1st instant contains much local
information, and describes both the arrangement for cantoning the troops, and the
system of military measures recommended by that officer, in the event of govern-
ment deeming it necessary to prosccute measures of hostility against the Burmese.

4. Your honourable court will observe that the measurc of withdrawing the troops
from their advanced positions is rendered highly desirable by the unhealthiness of
those positions during the rainy season, and that Licutenant Colonel Morgan pro-
posed, in the event of our resolving not to prosecute hostilities, that the whole should
be remanded to Chittagong, eacepting five companies; three of which should be
stationed at a place on the sca side, about nine miles south-west of Ramoo ; one
company at Tcaknauf, the cxtreme southern point of the province; and another at
Ramoo. Your honourable court will also observe, that the commander in chief
represented the expediency of withdrawing, as far as circumstances might prudently
admit, the troops from their advanced positions, and proposed his being authorized
to issue provisional instructions to Lieutenant Colonel Morgan, founded gencrally on
the plan which that officer had recommended, directing him to carry them into
effect, with the concurrence of the magistrate of Chittagong, whenever, in their joint
opinion, the reduction of the Burmese force might render the measure advisable with
reference to the views and intentions of government.

5. Inreply, we signified that we cntirely concurred in opinion with the commander
in chief, that it was quite consistent with our original views to withdraw the whole of
our advanced force as soon as the Burmese chiefs should retire from the menacing
position which they had assumed ; but that if any part of the Burmese force should
be left on the frontier, it was of course expedient to leave a corresponding detachment
of Biritish troops,—which indeed was the case provided for by Lieutcnant Colonel
Morgan’s plan : and further, that if the whole of the Burmese force (with the excep-

tion
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tion of any part which it might have been the practice to maintain in all ordinary  Dispatch from
times) should quit the frontier, we were of opinion that the whole of our troops Gov.Gen.in counci,
might also, with perfect security, return to their proper stations as soon as his _ %% April 1813.
excellency might think it convenient and advisable. Tor your honourable court’s m'
more detailed information, we have the honour to transmit inclosed copies of the ral, 15th April.
reply to the adjutant general’s letter, and of the instructions issued in consequence From Adjutant Ge-
by his excellency the commander in chicf to Licntenant Colonel Morgan ; corres. 1Tl to Lieutenant

.. ) . ) el Colonel Mo
ponding instructions were also, of course, issued to the magistrate of Chittagong.  gated in Ap:ffn’

6. Iaving noticed in our last despatch the difference of opinion that had unfor-
tunately arisen between the magistrate and Lieutenant Colonel Morgan, and also
the latter’s having apparently omitted to communicate to the former some occur-
rences of importance, such as the burning and plundering the village of Nccla,
reported to the magistrate by the darogah Teaknaut to have occurred on the 27th or
28th of February, and the wounding one woman and seizure of another (points
which, on the authority of the magistrate’s information, were included in the mani-
festo or declaration of this government transmitted with our last address,) together
with the circumstances of Lieutcnant Colonel Morgan’s intercourse and correspond-
ence with the Burmese chief; having also noticed the censure passed upon
Lieutenant Colonel Morgan by his excellency the commander in chief : in these From Adjutant Ge-
respects we deem it proper, in justice to that cfficer, to transmit inclosed copies of ‘&en";ll’ :N‘lg: cfpv“:;
two letters from the adjutant general, and that part of their respective inclosures ,jeger from Lig;,te_
which consists of transcripts of despatches from Lieutenant Colonel Morgan, con- nant Colonel Mor-
taining a full explanation of his conduct, omitting the subsidiary documents referred gan, dated 30th
to in the latter. Itis further proper to transmit a copy of the reply written to the ll“:)ghl 6th d*
adjutant general, under our orders, which contains a detailed discussion of thc merits No g0, with copy of

of the case, and our judgment upon it. a letter from Col.

Morgan, dated 4th
7. With reference to the explanations contained in Licutenant Colonel Morgan’s April.

letter of 3oth March, it is proper to remark, that they afford reason to doubt whether T‘; f;dJ“;ant fe'!f'

the burning and plundering of Neela could be considercd as a new outrage commit. ™ 42%4 17 Apri.

ted by the Burmese after they had been driven back from our territory on the

occasion of their incursion on the 21st of I'ebruary. It had been represented in

that light by the magistrate, and had conscquently influcnced our judgment as well

as his own, regarding the disposition and intentions of the Burmese, as your honour-

able court will have observed from the tenor of our two last despatches; but the

circumstances of that transaction, and other points stated by Licutenant Coloncl

Morgan, have contributed, in addition to the facts and considerations noticed at the

comiacncement of this address, to impress us with a more favourable opinion of

the conduct and designs of the Burmese chiefs subsequent to the incursion of the

21st of February, and consequently, to support the expediency of the measures

recently adopted for withdrawing our troops.

8. Itis not necessary, and indeed the pressure of other public labours has rendered
it impracticable, to communicatc to your honourable court by the present opportu-
nity the whole of the correspondence that has passed with the magistrate and
Lieutcnant Colonel Morgan since the date of our last despatch ; that correspond-
ence will be accessible to your honourable court when we transmit the broken set of
our proceedings, which we propose to do up to the latest practicable date, by the
honourable company's ship Baring, to be despatched in the course of the ensuing
month.

9. Nothing, in fact, very material, besides what has already been stated, has
occurred in this interval. The Burmese vakecls, who were deputed to the British
camp, returncd to their employers on the 18thultimo. The magistrate, pursuant to
our instructions, transmitted to the Burmese commander a translation of the
manifesto or declaration referrcd to in the eighth paragraph of our last address to
your honourable court on the 23d or 24th ultimo, with a letter. of which an English
copy is inclosed. At the date of our latest advices no answer to it had been
received by the magistrate. We conclude, indecd, that the Burmese chic!” has judged
it necessary to suspend a reply until furnished with instructions regarding it from the
court of Ava. No further rcpresentations or demands, excepting an application
for the restitution of the arms captured from the Burmese who entered our territory
in the month of February, has been made by the Burmese chiefs.

360. 10. We
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. Dispatch from 10. We have not received any advices from Captain Canning in addition to those

Gov.Gen.in council, poticed in our
a5 April 1812,
—

last despatch, nor information of the arrival of the Amboyna and

Malabar at Rangoon.

. We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,

Honourable Sirs,
Y our most faithful humble servants,
Minto.
G. Nugent.
J. Lumsden.
H. Colebrooke.

Copy of

a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort

William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 25th May 1812.

Honourable Sirs, '
A FEw days after our last despatch of the 25th ultimo, on the subject of the
state of affairs on the frontier of Chittagong, the pilot schooner, Cudbert Thorn-
hill, which had becn despatched to Rangoon in the early part of the month of

# Note. The purpose of despatching
the schooner was to convey a despatch
of the 4th of March to Captain Cun-
ning, which had been forwaided to the
Amboyna at Sangor, but too late to
reach that ship or the Malabar. The
purport of that despatch (which will be
found recorded on the secret consulta-
tion of the 13th March, N° ¢) was to
convey to him specific authority to re-
tire if the slightest hazard appeared to
him to exist, of his being exposed,
either by the unsuccessful 1ssue of the
prescribed negotiations, or by the course
of eveuts which might possibly compel
us to adopt coercive mcasures with re-
gard to the Burmese forces, to personal
injury or insult. The despatch of the
schooner also aflforded an opportunity
of conveying to the envoy copies of our
instructions to the magistrate of Chitta-
gong, of the 13th March; and of the
declaration or manifesto therein referred
to; a statement of the substance of the
former, and a copy of the latter of
which documents are contained in the
address to your honourable court of
the 24th of March, The substance of
the instructions conveyed to the envoy
on that occasion is also stated in the
12th paragraph of our address above
metioned, and the chief secretary’s
letter conveying them, will be found
recorded on our secret consultation of
the 13th of March, N° 2q.

March, with letters for the envoy to the® Burmese government,
returned with advices from that officer of a very interesting and
important nature, contained in a despatch from the envoy, compris-
ing a detailed narrative of events and transactions at Rangoon, from
the arrival at that port of the Amboyna and the cruiser Malabar on
the 18th of March, up to the gth ultimo; a short time before which
latter date Captain Canning had found it necessary to remove from
the town of Rangoon, and take up his residence on board the cruiser
Malabar, in which situation, however, he continued to maintain an
amicable intercourse with the local government.

2. We «hall advert to the leading points of those transactions,
referring your honourable court for details to the enclosed copy of
captain Canning’s despatch.

3. The arrival of the Amboyna, accompanicd by the Malabar
cruiser, it appears, excited an extreme degree of agitation and alarm
at Rangoon. The envoy, however, had the address 10 induce the
viceroy of Pegue to permit a pilot being sent to bring the two ships
up to town. In the meantime, many meetings had been held by the
members of the government, all of whom, with one exception, had
expressed the highest dissatisfaction at the conduct of the viceroy
in permitting the Malabar to come up the river; declaring their con-
viction, that in sending the cruiser to Rangoon, the British govern-
ment had no other object than to endeavour to obtain possession of
the town.

4. These declarations ultimately obtained credit with the viceroy,
who, the day after the arrival of the ships off' the town, proceeded
to a retired grove at a short distance, where he mustered his forces,

amounting to about 4 or 500 men; and after issuing various orders, directed

them to disperse as they had assembled, in small bodies, to prevent discovery
and alarm.

5. On the same evening, the envoy attended the viceroy by invitation, on which
occasion the latter (who significd to the envoy the general belief that the two nations
were actually at war) requested Captain Canning to give him an accurate relation of
what had occurred. Captain Canning accordingly apprised him of the principal
transactions which had taken place on the frontier of Chittagong, as communicated
to him in the despatches forwarded to the envoy by the Amboyna, which despatches,
as our address to your honourable court of the 4th of March will have shown, re-
presented a state of affairs calculated to suggest the probability of a rupture. The
envoy, however, stated to the viceroy at the same time, that notwithstanding what
had occurred, he still entertained hopes of an amicable adjustment of depending

differences ;
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differences ; but added, that in the present state of affairs it was not in his power
to proceed to the capital, (for his departure to which place his boats were then in
readiness, in consequence of the invitation he had received from the court of Ava,
as stated in our address last mentioned,) and proposing as the most eligible plan,
that a war-boat should be despatched to the capital with a letter from him (the envoy)
to the heir apparent. To this measure, however, the viceroy strongly objected,
and earnestly recommended the envoy's proceeding to the capital, where his pre-
sence would cffect an amicable adjustment of differences.  The envoy persisting in
his resolution, the viceroy at length reluctantly consented to equip a war-boat,
which, after numerous evasions and delays, with the letter from the envoy to the heir
apparent, containing the substance of the representations which in our instructions
to Captain Canning of the 21st and 29th February, and 2d of March, (copies of
the two former, and the substance of the latter of which are contained in our
address to vour honourable court of the 4th of March,) we had directed him to
convey to the Burmese government, and stating the grounds of his resolution to sus-
pend his intended journcey to the capital, adding that he should adhere to that reso-
lution until he received a written assurance from the court that ofders had been
despatched to the commander of the Burmese forces, and to the viceroy of Arracan,
to desist from their menaces and arrogant demands, and to respect the territories of
the honourable company; and that the king had determined to negotiate the ad-
justment of all depending questions in an amicable manner through him (the envoy).
Captain  Canning addressed a similar communication (with the exception of what
relauted to his procceding to the capitil) to the viceroy, in conformity to his instruc-
tions: a copy of the above representation is annexed to Captain Canning’s de-
spatch.

6. Captain Canning accounted for the viceroy's extreme reluctance to despatch
the boat ; 1st, by his avarice, which disinclined him to the expense ; and 2dly, by
his dread of the hing receiving information of the arrival of the Malabar, which

rendercd him anxious to prevent for the present all communication between Rangoon
and the capital.
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7. At the conference before mentioned, the viceroy next procceded to urge, in

the most earncst manner, thc immediate departure of the Malabar, to which the
envoy as firmly refused to consent. '

8. The following day was fixed for the envoy to introduce Captain Maxfield, the
commander of the Malabar, to the viceroy. In the nieantime the most alarming
reports continued to be circulated respecting the object of the British government
in sending the Malabar ; and preparatory to the visit of the envoy and Captain
Maxfield, the viceroy collected between 3 and 400 men in the vicinity of his
residence, and reinforced the guards at his gates, and other military precautions
were taken. Further indications of mistrust and apprehension appeared at the
visit, but no disturbance ensued.

9. The conference on this occasion turned cntirely on the measure of sending
away the Malabar, which the viceroy continued 1o urge with perscvering solicitude,
but without success. The reasons which properly influenced Captain Canning in
resolving to detain the Malabar were, that by sending her away in the then state of
things, and previously o his receiving from Bengal a furthcr account of transactions
in Chittagong, or previously to the arrival of orders that might be received at
Rangoon from the court of Ava in consequence of the late occurrences in that
quarter, he should defeat ¢ the wise and successful solicitude of government in
** despatching her ” to Rangoon, and place himsclf, in a great measure, at the dis-
posal of the Burmah government, inducing them, perhaps, thereby to make the
most ridiculous and unrcasonable demands against the British government ; whercas
he was now independent of them, and subject the safety of the party, and of all

the British subjects at Rangoon, to the caprice of the most tyrannical and arbitrary
of governments.

10. The agitation and alarm continued to prevail, with a report that fire-rafts
were constructing for the purpose of attacking the ships, and additional troops to
the number of 250 arrived from the country. Some of the most respectable of the
inhabitants waited on the envoy, entreating him to dismiss the Malabar, as the
only means of preventing disturbance ; and a principal officer of the government
was deputed by the viceroy to reiterate his urgent request to the same effect.

- 360. K This
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This esnissery finally declared, that the viceroy was resolved that the cruiser should
leave Rangoon, and positively insisted on her departure ; to which Captain Can-
ning replied, that if the viceroy thought proper to issue positive orders for the
departure of the Malabar, although the late events in Chittagong, and the example
set by the Burmese might, perhaps, authorize his opposing force to force, yet being
very unwilling that any cause of misunderstanding should proceed from him, those
orders should be obeyed, but that in that case he (the cnvoy) must return in her to

Bengal.

11. This proposal the envoy knew would not be acceded to, as the situation
and property, and even the life of the viceroy would be endangered, if, after having
received the king’s orders to send the envoy to the capital, he should be the causc
of hig quitting Rangoon in disgust.

12. The emissary, as Captain Canning expected, declared this proposal to be
inadmissible; and after again urging the sume topics, and particularly the measure
of Captain Canning’s proceeding to the capital, all which he resisted on the
same grounds as before, the cmissary Icft him. These efforts were repeated by
a letter from the viceroy, and by a second deputation of the same emissary, but
were finally abandoned.

13. Orders were subsequently issued for every house to furnish a man armed
with a lance and sword, to be readiness to appear at his door at three strokes of
a gong. 'The former emissary was again deputcd to the envoy to endeavour to
induce him to relinquish his design of despatching his letter to the heir apparent,
assuring him that the viceroy, by writing to the commander-in-chief of the Burmese
army, under whose orders Tyndapo, the commander of the Burmesc force on the
fronticr of Chittagong, was placed, had it in his power to causc all Burmahs that
might have crossed into our territory to be recalled, and that it was therefore useless
to write to the court on the subject; after a long conference, the envoy finally
signified to the emissary, that if he was prevented from communicating with the
court of Ava, his stay at Rangoon could no longer be of any usc, and that he should
therefore, without further delay, return to Bengal ; on hearing which the emissary
gave up the point.

14. Subsequently to these transactions the alarm occasioned by the arrival of the
ships subsided, and confidence appcared to be restored.  In this state of affairs the
envoy’s personal communication with the viceroy continued principally on the
subject of the transactions on the frontier of Chittagong ; in the course of which the
viceroy did not scruple to reprobate, in strong terms, the conduct of the Burmese
chiefs, promising at the same time that he would send copies of the offensive letters
of the Burmese chiefs to the hcir apparent and the commander-in-chief of the
Burmese forces, and assuring the envoy that atonement should be made for their
having been written. The viceroy also, after again endeavouring to persuade the
envoy to distiss the Malabar, finally significd bis consent to her remaining, but
requested that the appearance of carrying on repairs on board the ship might be
kept up and protracted, to save him (the viceroy) and the other members of govern-
ment from censure at court. These communications are stated in detail in the envoy's
report, together with observations on the then state and disposition of the local
government, and on the probability of its being induced under any circumstances to
violate the sanctity of his representative character, so far as to dctain him against
his inclination, a point upon which the envoy was unable to form a conclusive
judgment.

15. Such as bas been described was the state of affairs at Rangoon, when the
arrival of the Pilot schooner renewed in an augmented degree the ferment which had
been occasioned by that of the Malabar, and led to thosc transactions which
(as noticed at thc commencement of this address) ultimately compelled the envoy to

_retire on board of that cruiser. The agitation produced by the appearance of the

schooner, which it seems proceeded directly up to the town of Rangoon, without
previous notice of her arrival being received, is described by the envoy in these
words: “ The schooner had no sooner come to an anchor opposite the wharf, than *
* it was generally rumoured that the English were now certainly come to take
“ possession of the place; that the Malabar, Amboyna and schooner were already
“ at hand, that more ships of war were on their way up the river, and that during
“ the night the town would assuredly be battered down and destroyed. The
“ ytmost degree of alarm prevailed. 'lzhe bazars, at that hour much thronged, were
“ deserted,
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“ deserted, many of the inhabitants prepared to rise in favour of the English, many _ Degpakh from
“ to oppose them, and still more for the purpose of general plunder, and many G“"'G;I“‘“csm:en’
“ actually left the town and sought refuge in the jungles. It was really a subject of R
ridicule to think that so harmless an object as a pilot schooner, with only two -
guns, without a single shot on board, should create such a turmoil and confusion. -

This spirit of ferment and agitation was in the meantime kept up by the ragoon,

or deputy governor (a mischicvous old dotard), and the inferior members of

governinent, all of whom wished to avail themselves of the presént circumstances

to destroy the authority of the viceroy, and the latter (meaning the deputy

governor) to set himself up in his place. A renegade Englishman of the name of

Rogers, who holds the situation of shawbunder (or master attendant) at Rangoon,

was also most active in sowing the seeds of discord and alarm, and in proposing

the most violent measures.”
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16. The envey judged that the most likely means of putting a stop to this cxtra-
ordinary agitation, would be for him to visit the viceroy, and be accordingly sent
a message stating his intention. Immediately afterwards, however, a person sent
by the viceroy came to entreat, ir. the most earnest manner, that Captain Canning
should repair to the viceroy’s house without a moment’s delay, as the only mode of
preventing a general insurrection of the people, fomented by the inferior members
of the government.  Gongs and drums were in the meantime sounded through the
streets ; some sent by the viceroy to order the people to remain quietly in their houses,
and others by the opposite party directing them to arm themselves, and to be in
readiness cach man opposite the door of ais house.

17. Captain Canning immediately procecded towards the viceroy's residence with
an escort of thirty sepoys, and in the way received a message from the viceroy
requesting that he would leave his escort, or at least that the sepoys should go
without their arms; a message 1o which the envoy paid no attention. Various
indications of alarm and suspicion appeared on his arrival at the viceroy's house:
the gates were closed, and only opened after a declaration from the envoy that he
should otherwise retire.  His orderlies were refused admittance into the hall of
audicnce, until the envoy insisted on their obtaining entrance with a similar decla-
ration ; and theviceroy, attended by the deputy povernor and other inferior members
of the government, themselves in a state of the utmost embarrassment and alarm. Sic. in orig.
The envoy represented to them the absurdity of their fears at the arrival of the
schooner, and explained the object of her despatel, stating the natural circumstance
of a vessel's beingsent to convey to him information of what was passing on the frontier
of Chittagong, to cnable him to conduct his negotiations ; and observing, that the
two nations were yet at peace, and that he hoped matters might still be settled
between them; that at least it depended upon the Burmese government, as the
British government was still disposed to listen to their proposals, on their troops
being withdrawn from the frontier of the British territory, and the damage they had
done made good.

18. The viceroy then desired to see the envoy's despatches, which the latter
of course refused, but offered to communicatec to him the declaration which this
government had ordered to be conveyed to the Burmese chiefs on the frontier (and
of which a copy formed an enclosure in our address to your honourable conrt of the
24th March). This was followed by the exhibition of a fictitious despatch, said to
have been received from Arracan, purporting, that the British government had
humbly submitted to the demands of the Burmese chicfs. The envoy exposed the
fabrication, and repeated his former declarations, that so long as the surrender of
the fugitives should be demanded in haughty or menacing terms, such demands
would receive no attention : that if the wishes of the Burmese chiefs were stated
in proper terms, and our territory completely cvacuated by their troops, their claims
would be taken into consideration, if negotiated through hun (the envoy), or through
an accredited agent of the Burmese government.

19. The viceroy then signified to the cnvoy his wish, and that of the other
‘members of the government to visit the Malabar, to which the envoy assented, and
an early day was appointed for the purpose. The object of this desire evidently
was to ascertain the strength of the ship. With this, and the renewed discussion
of the departure of the Malabar, the confercnce closed.

20. An act of greatindecorum occurred on the arrival of the schooner, which it is

proper to notice as. indicative of the temper of the local government. "It is a rale
established
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established at Rangoon, that the commander or an officer of any vessel arriving at
the port shall proceed to the custom-house to report the name and description of
the vessel, conveying thither also the despatches that they may have in charge.
The observance of this rule however had not been exacted from the master and the
navigator of the schooner, who had proceeded dircctly to Captain Canning’s resi-
dence and delivered the despatches. But the person who had brought the message
to the envoy entreating him to visit the viceroy, had expressed the latter’s wish
that the two gentlemen belonging to the schooner should repair to the custom-
house, and there agreeably to usage give an account of the vessel and also there
exhibit the despatches ; the latter the envoy declined, but stated that he had no
objection to these gentlemen proceeding to the custom-house to render an account
of the schooner, on an assurance, which was readily given, that they would be
trepted with all respect, and permitted to return immediately to the envoy’s house,
or to proceed on board the schooner. It appcared however that contrary to this
assurance, these gentlemen after answering the inquiries which were put to them
at the custom-house, were treated with the utmost insolence and placed in confine-
ment during two hours. On this outrage the cnvoy addressed to the viceroy a
remonstrance in strong terms, but received no reply.

21. The envoy subscquently received information that a plan was formed on the
occasion of his last visit, by the deputy governor and other members of the govern-
ment, to scize his person as an hostage for the immediate departure of the Malabar,
and as the meauns of obtaining any terms the court of Ava might choose to demand
in any pending negotiation with the British government, respecting the surrender
of the refugees, or other points.  This plan was communicated to the viceroy and
reluctantly adopted, or rather not absolutely opposed by him. It was intended,
Captain Canning reports, either to seize him n the street, or to detain him at the
viceroy's house, as circumstances might favour either project, and for this reason the
message had been sent to him to proceed unattended. It appeared that the viceroy
himself mentioned the fact in confidence to an European gentleman who reported
it to the envoy. The project however Captain Canning observes was defeated by
the attendance of his escort.

22. Various other acts and proccedings of a pature incompatible with the privi-
leges of an envoy subsequently occurred, and in a review of the different transac-
tions which had passed at Rangoon since the arrival of the schooner, and

articularly the conviction entertained by Captain Canning, that the government
Kad it in contemplation to place his person under restraint, induced him to resolve
upon quitting the town. But considerable difficulties appeared to oppose the
exccution of this design. He was well aware, the envoy observed, that any decla-
ration to that effect to the government, or the least suspicion of any such intention,
would immediately occasion the shutting of the town gates; und force would

robably be :esorted to in order to prevent his departure with his suite and escort.

hat to have overpowered any sucl: force would not have been difhicult, but that
in such an attempt some lives must have been lost, and war most probably have
become inevitable between the two states.  That the lives of several Europeans
and native christians within the town would probably have been sacrificed, and
there was also a great likelihood of fire being set to the town in the confusion of a
general plunder taking place.

23. Fortunately a favorable opportunit{aof retreat offered in the intended visit
of the members of the government to the Malabar, on which occasion they had re-

quested the envoy to accompany them, and of that opportunity the envoy resolved
to avail himself.

24. He immediately commenced his arrangements for his departure with his
suite and escort. The sick of the party were sent on board the Amboyna with the
surgeon, and a signal was agreed upon with the European inhabitants of Rangoon
for their repairing on board the Amboyna, in the event of circumstances rendering
such a measure nccessary. Before his arrangements were completed a message
was brought to him, that the members of government were waiting at the custom-
house to accompany the envoy on board the Malabar, but Captain Canning de-
sired the visit might be postponed till the evening. During the remainder of the
day on package whatever was allowed to pass the gates, but it appears that the
envoy suspecting that such an exigency might sometimes arise, had before used

the
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the precaution of sending by degrees on board the sh.ip a considerable part of the
most valuable property.

25. In the cvening Captain Canning sent a message to the members of govern-
ment that he was prepared to proceed, and apprchending a change in their resolu-
tion to visit the Malabar, he set out without awaiting a reply, attended by his
escort and followers.  On approaching the gate towards the wharf, it was imme-
diately closed, and as there was no time for delay the party immediately proceeded
to force it, which was done with little difficulty, and the whole advanced to the
wharf where the boats of the Malabar, Amboyna, and the schooner were in readi-
ness to receive them; and with some show of resistance on the part of the Burmese
soldiers, embarked and proceeded towards the ships.

20. An incident subsequently occurred, which secmed to threaten the most
scrious consequences. The launch of the Amboyna full of sepoys, and towed b
onc of the boats of the Malabar, had been separated from the other boats by the
strength of the tide. Two large war-boats manned with about fifty men each,
pushed off from the shore and made towards them. The people of onc of them
seized the tow-rope, and were attempting to tow the two boats on shore, when the
midshipman of the Malabar's boat cut the rope, and frustrated the design. Cap-
tain Canning observes, that the sepoys were on this occasion entitled to much
credit for their forbearance, in obeying the orders they have received, not to com-
mence firing when attempted to be towed on shore by what might certainly have
been deemed at that moment enemy’s boats.  This insult was, however, afterwards
amply atoned for, in the manner detailed in Captain Canning’s report.

27. After reaching the ships, the signal was made for the British inhabitants
to repair on board, which most of them did ; but some time after, when the agita-
tion occasioned by the retreat of the envoy had subsided, they returned to the
shore.

28. The envoy lost no time in addressing a letter to the viceroy, assuring him
that his intentions were pacific, and that it no violence were offered to his party,

none would be used on their side.  That he should take an early opportumty of

informing the viceroy of the motives that had guided his conduct, and that as a
proof of his sincerity, if such were the viceroy's wish, the ships should in the mean-
time drop below the town.  This letter, Captain Canning observes, produced the
best effect, as the members of government were endeavouring by every means in
their power to instil a belief into the minds of the people, that as soon as the envoy
and his party should have arrived on board, the ships would commence firing on
the town.

29. On the day following that of the envoy’s embarkation, the government in-
terpreter waited on him, on the part of the viceroy, accompanied by an Italian
missionary, whom on account of the general respect paid to his character, the
viccroy had selected as his messenger upon the occasion. They brought a letter
from the viceroy, expressive of the most amicable sentiments, and signifying that
the persons who had committed some of the acts of insult of which the envoy had
complained, had been confined in irons, denying also that any design had been
entertained of imposing a restraint on his person, and adding that what had passed
ought not to be the cause of a rupture between the two states. That he did not
wish the ships to change their position, desiring that all doubt and suspicion might
be banished, and signifying that he proposed ihe following day to send his son to
visit the envoy, with other points of a nature entirely conciliatory. To this letter
the envoy replied, by stating in general terms the cause of his retiring on board
the Malabar, and by demanding an atonement for the outrage committed by the
war-boats.

30. The following day the missionary again visited the envoy, with a further
letter from the viceroy, expressing his intention to suspend the visit of his son, on
account of the existing ferment in the city. The missionary, at the same time,
signified to the envoy, on the part of the viceroy, that the atonement for the
aggression of the war-boats should be made as required. The envoy returned a
verbal answer, declining to receive the visit of the viceroy's son, until the required
atonement should have been made.

31. A third letter from the viceroy was subsequently brought to the envoy,
couched in the same conciliatory terms as the former, disclaiming, on his part, all
360. L doubt
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doubt and suspicion, soliciting a reconciliation, observing that he had afforded to
the envoy every satisfaction for the injuries he had compﬁtined of, disavowing his
concern in those acts, and expressing his intention of affording the atonement de-
manded for the aggression of the war-boats, together with some notice of the
measures which he had adopted for the security of the property remaining at the
envoy's residence. The envoy desired the messenger to repeat to the viceroy,
that until the atonement demanded should have been made, no friendly or confi-
dential intercourse could be resumed ; and that if it were refused, he should quit
Rangoon. Captain Canning subsequently addressed a further letter to the viceroy,
stating in detail the reasons of his quitting his residence in the town, and repeating
his solicitude to remain on termns of amity and confidence with the government, but
urging the necessity of the required atonement before any friendly intercourse
could be established; and after a repetition of messages and delays, that atone-
ment was (as before noticed) finally made in the most formal and public manner;
for the details of which we refer to Captain Canning’s report.

32. The following day the viccroy’s son and nephew visited the envoy, who
received them with every mark of distinetion; and thus, Captain Canning observes,
all points were once more amicably settled, and things resumed their usual course,
witﬁ the sole difference of his residing on board the Malabar, instead of on
shore.

33. The envoy proceeds, in his report, to state the considerations which induced
him to adopt the measure of taking up his residence on board the Malabar, rather
than return to Bengal, as he at one time proposed. His return under such circum-
stances, would, as he justly observed, have certainly been considered by the Bur-
mese government as tantamount to a declaration of war, and would have at once
annihilated all the commercial dealings and establishments of the British residents
at Rangoon, if they had accompanicd him, or have endangered their lives and
property if they had remained. His object, he states, had been to preserve, if
possible, peace between the two countries, and, at the same time, to vindicate the
respect due to the British government, and to his own representative character.

34. The viceroy, he remarked, had during the late transactions showed himself
wavering and irresolute, willing to act an upright and friendly part, but not pos-
sessing sufficient resolution to oppose the violent counsels of the other members
of the government.

35. The envoy transmitted together with his report an original letter, together
with a translation of it from the viceroy to Tyndapo, the commander of the Bur-
mese forces on the fronticr of Chittagong, on the subject of his violation of our
territory, and dissuading him from a repetition of it, which letter the viccroy
desired might be transmitted to this government to be forwarded to Tyndapo,
which has accordingly been done. '

36. The foregoing is the substance of Captain Canning’s report, brought up
to the 5th ultimo, wiflen he proposed to despatch it by a trading vessel ; but cir-
cumstances leading him to think that conveyance unsafe, he resolved to send back
the Pilot schooner to Bengal, which determination afforded him an opportunity of
subjoining a postscript, dated the gth ultimo, at which time a change in the aspect
of affairs had taken place.

37. The envoy stated that during the past three or four days the ferment and
agitation which had appcared to have subsided, had again prevailed, and he
thought it doubtful whether he should be able to remain much longer on terms
with the government. That he was of opinion, however, that they would desire
to avoid a rupture until an answer should be received from court to the commu-
nication which had been conveyed to the king. Thatan answer might be expected
by the 8th or 10th instant, and that the reply to the letter which he (the envoy)
had addressed to the heir apparent, would Krobably be couched in ambiguous
terms, desiring him to proceed to court, as the most expeditious mode of settlin
all differences, but that in this event how far, in the actual state of affairs,
without the protection of a larger force than his escort, his proceeding would be
advisable, must be left to our consideration, adding, that our instructions might
probably reach him about the same time as the reply arrived from court.

38. Captain Canning then proceeded to state some observations regarding the
nature and extent of hostile operations on our part, in the event of affairs having
taken
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taken a decidedly hostile turn on the frontier of Chittagong. He stated, however, Despatch from
that if we should not have any intention of carrying on hostilities in the quarter Gov Gen. in council,
of Rangoon, it would become a matter of consideration to provide for the safety 25 Mey 1812
of the persons and property of British subjects residing there. That to the former N
sufficient security was aflorded by the presence of the Malabar and Amboyna, but

that to provide for the safety of the latter, consisting partly in vessels, which it
might be necessary forcibly to bring away, more armed boats might possibly be
required than the Malabar could supply, and that for this reason it might be
advizable that another cruiser, with an additional company of sepoys, should be
dispatched to Rangoon. The envoy then stated the nature of the instructions
which, in the event of our despatching a ship of war, it would be proper to give

to her commander.

.- -

39. Adverting to that part of his original instructions in which he was
directed not to use force for the purpose of ecllecting the release of any British
subjects whom the local government might have confined on account of existing
circumstances, the envoy desired to be informed whether or not, in the event of
such an occurrence now taking place, that restriction was still to be considered in
force ; phserving, that in the case of any British subject being placed in confine-
ment by the local government, his life would probably be sacrificed immediately
after the departure of the mission.

40. The envoy took this occasion of reporting the result of his proceedings in
endeavouring to recover the compensation which had been demanded on account
of the detention of the ship Elephant, ‘he circumstances of which demand, and
our original orders on the subject, as well as the envoy's first measures, and our
consequent further proceedings and instructions, we had the honour of stating
to your honourable court in our despatch of the 28th January, paragraphs 17, 18,
34, 35 and 36. It appecars that the viceroy had finally assented to the compro-
misc, which, by our orders of the 26th of December 1811, (referred to in the 36th
paragraph of our address to your honourable court above-mentioned,) the marine
board had been directed to propose to the owners of the ship, and which Captain
Canning had been authorized by our instructions of the 25th of January, (a copy
of which was enclosed in our despatch to your honourable court of the 4th of
March,) eventually to propose, namely, to pay half the difference between what
he had originally offered, and that which the marine board had suggested to be
equitable, in addition to the former; and that the viceroy actually provided the
money, but that when the envoy sent his interpreter on shore to receive it the
viceroy signified to him that he might take it, but could not he allowed to carry
it on board the Malabar ; thus adding, the envoy observes, the grossest insult in
the presence of all the government and Europeans in Rangoon, collected for the
express purpose of witnessing it, to the injustice of withholding the sum in
question. In conscquence of this, the envoy suggested to our consideration the
propricty of demanding and insisting on the payment of the larger sum recom-
mended by the marine board, and of his being authorized, (whatever turn aflairs
might have taken in Chittagong,) to return to Bengal if the amount were not
paid.

41. Captain Canning notices the return to Rangoon of the European named
Taylor, mentioned in our former despatches, with accounts of the adjustment of
all differences, and the restoration of tranquillity on the frontier of Chittagong, to
which, however, he did not attach entire credit.

42. The envoy concluded his narrative by relating another dispute of a serious
nature, which lhad commenced in consequence of his people being opposed in
conveying his tents on board the ships, but which was terminated by an humiliating
concession on the part of the local government.

43. Onadeliberate consideration of the state of affairs at Rangoon, as exhibited
in Captain Canning’s report, it was evident to us that no advantage whatcver, but,
on the contrary, considerable embarrassment would arise from the continuance of
the envoy at Rangoon, or his proceeding to the capital of Ava; at the same time
as Captain Canning had with so much spirit und firmness supported the dignity
and privileges of his representative character, and compelled the local govern-
ment to make concessions and atonement for those acts and proceedings which the
public interests or honour might otherwise have rendered it necessary in some

360, degree
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degree or other to resent; and as the conduct and measures of the Burmese
chiefs on the fronticr of Chittagong had exhibited no instances of outrage and
insult subsequent to those noticed in our declaration or manifesto of the 13th of
March, but, on the contrary, indicated a pacific disposition, accompanied with an
apparent intention to withdraw their forces, it appeared to us that no motives of
public interest or honour required us to consider or declare the relations of amity
between the two states to be dissolved, and that the immediate recal of the envoy
was entirely compatible with the preservation of them.

44. We considered that the original purpose of Captain Canning’s mission had
in fact been accomplished by the ample cxplanations afforded by him to the
Burmese government of those circumstances of the late invasion of Arracan, which,
not unnaturally, had suggested a belief of the participation of the British govern-
ment in that hostile act ; that whatever ulterior negotiations might be cxpected to
arise {rom the envoy's continuance at Rangoon, or his proceeding to the Burmese
capital, would have reference not to any demand on our part, unless it were the
demand for the retreat of the Burmese forces from the frontier of Chittagong,
(a demand alrcady made through another channel,) but to those of the government
of Ava; that, according to diplomatic principles and usages, it could not be deemed
requisite to continuc a mission appointed for a temporary and special object, merely
for the purpose of receiving and discussing expected or eventual demands on the
part of the government to which the mission was accredited, and that for the pro-
secution of demands in which that government was exclusively interested, it might
reasonably be expected to despatch its own agents.

45. We considered on the other hand (as already observed), that in consequence
of the late cvents at Rangoon much inconvenience and cmbarrassment must pro-
bably arise either from the envoy's continuance at that port or from his advance
to the capital ; for that it would not perhaps be possible altogether to eradicate
the spirit of mutual distrust which those events had inspired, especially during the
presence of a British force capable of overawing the local government, or under
the circumstance of the envoy's being attended by an escort manifestly adapted to
the purposes of personal security ; that negotiations pursued under the impression
and reaction of these reciprocal feelings could scarcely be productive of any satis-
factory result, whilst, as before observed, those negotiations would have reference
exclusively to the claims and expectations of the Burmese government. That it
would obviously be more than useless to protract the mission for the sole purpose
of receiving and answering demands which would probably be found to be arro-
trant, unreasonable and inadmissible, and which could therefore only tend to produce
irritation, and to augment the existing sources of jealousy, distrust and suspicion,
and might possibly lead to acts and proccedings on the part of the Burmese
government which we should be compelled to resent.

46. On thesc grounds we resolved immediately to despatch to Captain Canning
orders of recal, directing at the same time the honourable company’s cruiser Ariel
to be held in readiness to convey them. We were aware that some degree of
cmbarrassment attended this measure, arising from the circumstances of his having
been originally authorized to proceed io the capital of Ava, if exacted by the king ;
of that invitation having actually taken place, and of his having in consequence
signified his intention of proceeding, although the late occurrences at Rangoon had
properly induced him to suspend his departurc and await our instructions, we
considered however that the alteration of affairs, independently of those occur-
rences, would furnish solid grounds for such a change of resolution, without
affording to the court of Ava any reasonable cause of offence or alarm.

47. Our object now being to withdraw the envoy, and at the same time to obviate

a supposition on the part of the Burmese government that a spirit of resentment
had dictated his recal, and to convince that government that we were still desirous
of maintaining with it the relations of amity, it appeared to us that this object
would be essentially promoted by a formal declaration on the part of this govern-
ment, framed in conformity to the view and principles above described, to be
delivered by the envoy to the viceroy, and also transmitted to the court of Ava.
A declaration was accordingly prepared ; it commenced by adverting to the friendly
object of Captain Canning’s mission, and to the accomp{ishmento that object by
the ample explanations which he had afforded relative to the invasion of Arracan.
Noticing also the cause of our not having recalled the envoy when apprised of the
fulfillment
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fulfilment of the purposes of his mission, namely, that as the Burmese chiefs on
the frontier of Chittagong had then proceeded to the acts of outrage and insult
described in our former declaration, the Burmese government might have been led
to infer from the envoy’s recal a resolution on our part to resent them. Whereas
we were anxious to avoid extreme measures, and merely demanded the retreat of
the Burmese forces from their menacing position, and restitution of property that
had been plundered by them; despatching however a reinforcement of troops to
Chittagong for defensive purposes, and under the hostile disposition manifgsted
on the part of the Burmese government, which suggested the possibility of its
disregarding the sacred privileges of the British envoy, resolving to place at his
disposal the means of withdrawing and also of providing for the removal of the
persons and property of British subjects residing at Rangoon, by scnding to that
post the Amboyna and Malabar.

48. We next proceeded to advert to the unnecessary alarm occasioned by the
arrival of the Amboyna, the Malabar and schooner at Rangoou, and, in general
terms, to the acts and proceedings of the local government, which had compelled
the envoy to retire on board the cruiser; adding, however, that whatever reason
we had to complain of those acts and proceedings, and of the groundless suspicions
entertained by the Burmese government, it was not our intention to render them
even a subject of remonstrance ; but that, on the contrary, we willingly accepted
and cordially rceiprocated the viceroy's professions of a desire to prescrve
unimpaired the long-subsisting friendship and good understanding between the
two states.

49. As the envoy's reports represented the disposition of the viceroy to have
been generally friendly, and reasonable, and moderate, although on the late
occasion misled or overborne by the persuasion and violence of the other members
of the government ; and as we conceived it possible that he might be exposed to
rigorous treatment, in consequence of the envoy’s having been compelled to
abuandon his residence within the town of Rangoon, and of his recal, we deemed
it expedient to introduce into the declaration some remarks tending to exonerate
the viceroy from the responsibility of those measures.

50. The declaration then went on to observe, that this government happily
found itself enabled to pursue this amicable line of conduct by the tenor of the
late advices from Chittagong ; from which we had the satisfaction to learn that
the Burmese commander had disavowed the outrages committed by the Burmese
troops and had punished many of those who had violated our territories ; that the
number of the Burmesc forces on the frontier had been reduced, and that
the remainder were preparing to retire : in consequence of which orders had been
issued for withdrawing our troops also from their advanced positions, and for
placing the whole in cantonments at their ordinary stations, as soon as information
should be received of the actual retreat of the Burmese forces; but that, as the
object of Captain Canning’s mission had been accomplished—-as we had no
demands to make upon the Burmcse government, excepting that which had
already been communicated, namely, for the removal of its forces from the
menacing position which they occupied on the frontier of the British territories—
and as the presence of the envoy with his escort, and the ships Amboyna and
Malabar, tended only to excite uneasiness in the minds of the viceroy and the
members of the government of Rangoon, while the distrust which they had mani-
fested necessarily created the same sensation in the mind of the envoy, under all
which circumstances no purpose remained to be answered, either by Captain
Canning’s continuance at Y{angoon, or by his procceding to the court of Ava, we
deemed it advisable to direct his return to Bengal; adding, however, that
Captain Canning was instructed, previously to his departure, to confirm in the
fullest and most satisfactory manner the assurances now afforded of our uniform
and anxious desire to maintain and improve the relations of amity and concord
with the state of Ava, and to encourage and augment the intercourse of friendship
%nd commerce between the subjects of both governments.

51. The declaration concluded with an intimation that if the state of Ava
should have any claims or demands upon the British government, they might be
conveniently and satisfactorily adjusted by the despatch of a vakeel duly authorized
on the part of the Burmese government, who would be recqlved with satisfaction,
and with every mark of attention and hospitality consistent with his rank
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and representative character, and with the friendship existing between the
two states.

52. Letters from the governor general to the king of Ava and to the viceroy of
Peguc, referring to the declaration and couched in corresponding terms, were at
the same time prepared. Copies of the declaration and of those letters are
transmitted, separate numbers in the pacquet, for your honourable court's more
detailed information.

53. In conveying our instructions of recal to Captain Canning, we had no hesi-
tation to express our high and unqualified approbation of his conduct and pro-
ceedings; considering him to have displayed a degree of prudence, ability,
fortitude and firmness, which derived peculiar merit from the circumstances of
extraordinary delicacy, difficulty and embarrassment which demanded the exercise
of those qualitics, and to have combined with a due support of the honour of the
British government and of the rights and dignity of his representative character a
degree of discretion, foresight and forbearance, without which consequences the
most undesirable, and, probably, events the most calamitous, might have ensued,
from the agitation of the public mind and the acts and proceedings of the govern-
ment of Rangoon. We aII)so specifically signified our acquiescence in the urgeney
of the considerations which induced the envoy to retire on board the Malabar ;
and we expressed our satisfaction that even this important measure had becn
cffected in a manner which, unless some untoward cvent should intermediately
have occurred, admitted the amicable course of proceeding which we were anxious
to pursue.

54. The instructions then pointed out the system of measures which we had re-
solved to adopt as already described, and the spirit of the representations which
it would be proper for the envoy to make to the Burmese government on the occa-
sion of his delivering the declaration and his departing from Rangoon on his
return to Bengal.

55. We judged it necessary to furnish Captain Canning with particular dirce-
tions relative to the British inhabitants of Rangoon. On that subject it was
observed, that if the tenor of our declaration and of the governor general’s letter
to the viceroy, added to Captain Canning's personal assurances, should satixfy
the minds of the viceroy and the members of the government of Rangoon, that
his recal was unconnected with any hostile designs on our part, the British inha-
bitants of Rangoon would have no cause to apprehend that their persons and pro-
perty would be exposed to danger by his departure : that if however the doubts
and apprehensions of the local government should be found immoveable, or if
Captain Canning should be under the necessity of leaving Rangoon without the
concurrence of the government, and if the British inhabitants mistrusting its
designs shonld consider themselves insecure in his absence, and should express a
desire to quit Rangoon with their property and proceed to Bengal, we deemed
it expedient and just to authorize the employment of such means as might prove
necessary to secure their persons, and as far as might be practicable their property
also, considering it a measurc of obligation to cnable British subjects to withdraw
their effects from a danger resulting from public events, and the adoption of the
means necessary for that purpose, to be entirely warranted by the injustice and hos-
tility of any attempt on the part of the government of Rangoon to detain the pro-
perty by force. We expressed our hope at the same time that the amicable and
conciliatory system of proceeding, connected with Captain Canning’s recal, by
satisfying the Burmese government of our friendly intentions, would obviate any
motive on the part of the British inhabitants to retire from Rangoon, as their re-
moval would certainly impress the Burmese government and people very strongly
with the opinion that the British government had determined on war.

56. In reply to Captain Canning’s reference of the question, whether the former
orders of government directing him not to use force for effecting the release of any
British subject whom the local government of Rangoon might %ave confined, were
still to hold good, it was signified to Captain Canning that agreeably to the prin-
ciple of proceeding already described as being authorized with a view to the secu-
rity of British subjects residing at Rangoon, it would be proper for him to employ
force if absolutely necessary to effect the release of any BriﬁsE subject so confined,
and if the means at his command should be.sufficient to ensure the success of the
attempt. .
§7. In
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57- In answer to Captain Canning’s suggestion, that for the purpose of even-
tually bringing away the property of the British inhabitants, an additional com-
pany of sepoys should be despatched to Rangoon, several considerations were
stated which appeared to us to oppose the expediency of that measure.

58. In reply to Captain Canning’s reference on the subject of the demand on
account of the owners of the ship Elephant, we stated our opinion that in conse-
quence of the deceitful and even insulting conduct of the government of Rangoon
as described in his report, the whole sum recommended by the marine board should
be demanded ; but that for reasons before made known to him it was not our wish
that he should have recourse to measures of compulsion for the purpose of obtain-
ing payment of that demand, and that in the event of his receiving a suitable
atonement, he was authorized at his own discretion to accept compensation on the
basis of the original compromise. ‘

50. The instructions concluded by intimating that we were awarc that at the
period of their receipt circumstances might have occurred of a nature to render
them in some respects mapplicable to 1,[1(*,70‘\isting state of aflairs, and that in that
event the proccedings of the envoy must be regulated by the dictates of his own
discretion and the nature of the occurrences which might have taken place; but
his discretion would of course be exercised with a due attention to the principles
of our instructions, and to the explained views and wishes of government, which
did not admit of his proceeding to the court of Ava, or the longer continuance of
his mission.  For the detail of these instructions we beg leave to refer your honour-
able court to the enclosed copy of our chicf secretary’s letter to Captain Cannings
conveying them.

60. We have further the honour to transmit copies of the instructions issued to
the commander of the Ariel in conformity to the suggestions of Captain Canning,
and of a scparate letter to the address of the latter, which for the reasons therein
stated was prepared for the purpose of being transmitted to him by the former
on the arrival of the ship at the entrance of the Rangoon river.

61. Owing to the adverse winds which prevail at this scason of the year, the
Ariel was unable to sail from Saugor before the 16th instant.

62. The despatches received from Chittagong since our address to your henour-
able court of the 25th ultimo, with one exception, do not contain any matter of
sufficient importance to render it necessary to transmit copies of them zs enclo-
sures in this letter. A reply has been reccived by the magistrate of Chittagong
to the letter which he addressed to the Burmese chiefs, enclosing our declaration
or manifesto of the 13th of March. A copy of the magistrate’s despatch, enclos-
ing a translation of that reply, is transmitted, a scparate number in the pacquet.
The substance of the reply 1s, that the magistrate’s letter had been forwarded to
the court of Ava, and that the commander of the Burmese forces awaited the
orders of the king for his future proceedings, which orders he should obey what-
-ever they might be, whether to rctire with his troops, to remain in his actual posi-
tion, or to pursue the refugees.

63. A further despatch has also been received, containing translations of what
may be called a double letter, from the commander of the Burmese forces, being
written both in the Burmese and Persian languages, but differing materially in
substance. The former was considered by the magistrate as conveying what the
Burmese commander really intended to express, he being entirely ignorant of the
Persian language, and is of a far more amicable tendency than the latter. 1t
announces his intention to retire in conformity to orders reccived from the court;
and the information received by the magistrate corresponds with that intention, as
it appears that no more than 400 of the Burmese troops remained in the position
on the Nauf river.

4. Lieutenant-colonel Morgan has carried into effect the arrangement described
in the 4th paragraph of our address of the 25th ultimo, for withdrawing our
troops from their advanced positions ; and the magistrate and Lieutenant-colopel
Morgan concurring in opinion, that the seven companies which were sent as a
reinforcement to Chittagong might be returned to the presidency, t_hat measure
has been authorized. The magistrate has also been directed to permit the Vestal

_eruiser-to prosecute her voyage to Java, and to return the-cruiser Thetis to the

jpresidency.
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65. We did not omit to convey to the magistrate a communication of the

» general nature of the advices from Rangoon, and of the resolution which we

adopted in consequence, at the time when the viceroy’s lctter to Tyndapo was
transmitted to the magistrate to be forwarded. Before his receipt of that
communication, the magistrate had transmitted a despatch to the presidency,
reporting the arrival at Chittagong of an English brig named the Providence,
which had left Rangoon the 19th ultimo, and enclosing a narrative drawn up by
her commander, of the general outline of the transactions which had taken place
at Rangoon, as detailed in Captain Canning’s report. The commander of the
brig had proceeded from Prince of Wales Island with a cargo for the Rangoon
market, and lcaving his vessel at the entrance of Rangoon river, went up to
Rangoon to procure a pilot: he there reccived from Captain Canning an account
of all that had passed, and was adviscd by him to return_ with his ship and cargo;
in consequence of which he rejoined the brig, and sailed to Chittagong. 1t is of
course unnceessary to trouble your honourable court with a copy of the narrative,
as itis little more than an abstract statement of the events detailed in Captain
Canning’s report.

66. The commander of the brig was charged with a private letter from Captain
Canning to the address of our chief sceretary, dated the 19th ultimo, which has
been placed in our records; and of which we deem it proper to transmit a copy,
as containing the latest intelligence we have reccived of the state of affairs at

Rangoon.

67. In that letter Captain Canning states, that were it not for his desire to
remain at Rangoon for the receipt of advices from the presidency, he should have
taken his departure several days before the date of his letter, as the government
had daily evinced a more unfriendly and indecd hostile disposition since the
transaction respecting the payment of the money on account of the ship Elephant;
in which he observes, “the viceroy and whole government appeared to exult and
“ glory in the ridicule they cast on the British government.”  He adds, that daily
scencs of petty aggression had occurred, which had nearly put an end to all
friendly communication between him and the viceroy, who had of late acted a
double and deceitful part; and your honourable court will observe, that Captain
Canning recommends the adoption of some very decisive measures respecting this
transaction, observing, that it had certainly lowered us much in the opinion of all
classes of people at Rangoon.

68. We were concerned to receive this report from Captain Canning, as the state
of affuirs represented in his letter may render it difficult for him to pursue the line
of conduct prescribed by our last instructions; but it augments the expediency of
his quitting Rangoon, and we trust that circumstances may yet admit of his
returning on amicable terms, or at least on such terms as will not impose upon us
the inconvenient necessity of prosecuting hostilities against the Burmese state.

"69. We should not be disposed to render the mere circumstance of the refusal
of the Burmese government to comply with the demand of compensation for the
owners of the ship Elephant a ground of war, as we have alrcady intimated to
Captain Canning in our former instructions; nor shall we act on the basis of a
dissolution of the relations of amity between the two states, unless positive
outrages on the part of the Burmese government, or a vindication of the rights
and dignity of our own should, on the receipt of further information, appear to us
to render a change of system unavoidable.

70. 1thas been indispensable to protect the province of Chittagong against
the inroads of a barbarous race of men, whose incursions, openly and distinctly
menaced, would have subjected the country to the extreme evils of devastation
and outrage, and our government to affront and indignity. It was a branch also
of general duty, never to be omitted, to repel insult and maintain inviolate the
honour and credit of the British name. For the first of these purposes, the
advance of a small body of troops, and the employment of an armed vessel or two
became necessary ; and the second object has required occasional remonstrance
against insolence, and a firm but always temperate assertion of national dignity,
both in language and measures : but every part of our conduct which could bear
the character of controversy or contest with the Burmahs, has been limited to
those views; and we trust your honourable court will see with satisfaction, the

moderate,

-
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moderate, forbearing, and amicable character of the measures which have been
pursued, both on the frontier of Chittagong and at Rangoon. They have been
perseveringly directed, under 'many provocations from a very contemptible
adversary, to the ends of present conciliation, and the maintenance of a good
understanding with the government of Ava.  We shall continue to act, as long as
circumstances admit, on the same principles; and we entertain a reasonable hope
that the late occasion of mistrust and jealousy will pass over-without having
induced a rupture.

71. We cannot, however, refusc to entertain the sentiment, that it may become
absolutely necessary at some future time, if not at an early period, to check the
arrogance and presumption of that weak and contemptible state.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, .
Honourable Sirs, your most faithful, humble servants,
Mixto,

J. Nugent.
J. Lumsden
I1. Colebrooke.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court >f Dircctors of the East India Company,
dated 4th June 1812,

Honourable Sirs,
Sixnck closing our address of the 25th ultimo, we have received a further des-
patch from Captain Canning, dated the 6th of May, which was brought to Chitta-

gong by an English ship, and we have the honour to transmit a copy of it for
your honourable court’s information.

2. That despatch contains a detailed narrative of those additional causes of
complaint on the part of Captain Canning to which his private letter of the 19th
of April (a copy of which is enclosed in our last despatcl) adverts in gencral
terms, and reports the progress of transactions up to the date of the despatch,
when, after the occurrence of various events, of a nature tending to augment the
distrust and misunderstanding between the envoy of the government of Rangoon,
confidence and harmony had in a great measure becn restored.

3. The first occasion of renewed difference was the envoy's directing all the
articles of property belonging to the mission, yet remaining on shore, to be con-
veyed on board of the ships.  This arrangement was opposed by the government
of Rangoon, on the pretext that as a considerable part of the property consisted
of presents destined for the king of Ava, the members of the government could
not allow it to go out of their Lands. The envoy very properly insisted on its
removal ; but it was not until after a long protracted negotiation, principally con-
ducted by written correspondence, in the course of which the viceroy, acting
under the influence of the iuferior members of the government, perverted every
previous transaction into a ground of accusation against the cnvoy, who on his
part successfully repelled and refuted those gross misrepresentations, and until the
envoy finally declared Lis resofution to depur, that the government permitted the
property of the mission to be removed to the ships,

4. Anotler subject of altercation originated in the departure of the Tot

schooner, the real object of thie despatch of which to Bengal was imagined to e
to obwin such an additional force as was calenlated to overbear all oppesition,
This circamstance, it scems, occasioned a great degree of ferment and alarm m
the town, {omented l)y the (_[(\l)“tv QOVCIROor and inferior members of the adneni-
stration, and the expediency of attacking and destroying the Malubar and
aAmboyna, by means of war-boats and fire-raits, Lecame a subject of dcliberation.
Batteries were constructed at various points, and gates of masomy .m,!(lvd_ to ﬂ‘w
stockade which surround the town; and for the purpose of obtaining l”'_“k* for
the execution of these works, the government Lad recourse to the sacrilesious
cxpedient of dismantling the tombs of every nation in the vicimty of the place;
a measure which, Captain Canning observes, struck the whole population with
terror and dismay. N
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5. So long as the tombs of British subjects remained untouched, the envoy did

exposed to violation, justly viewing this act in the light of an insult to the British
government, he deemed it his duty to remonstrate, in the strongest terms, to the
viceroy, who meanly disavowed his concern in it, and agreed to comply with the
envoy’s demand, that the tombs and monuments should be rebuilt.

6. Another topic of adverse discussion arose from the circumstance of the
envoy having afforded protection, at the time when the European inhabitants of
Raugoon repaired on board of the ships, as mentioned in the 27th paragraph of
our address of the 25th ultimo, to the family of Mr. Carey, son of the professor
of that name in the college of Fort William, who has resided four years at Ran-
goon in the capacity of a missionary, deputed by the society at Scrampore, who
married at Rangoon the daughter of an English commander of a ship, by a native
Portuguese woman, whose mother and sister resided with Mr. Carey. It seems
that a regulation exists in the Burmese dominions, prohibiting females and silver
from being taken out of the country,—a regulation which, although by no means
rigidly observed, was on this occasion represented by the viceroy to be of impe-
rious obligation, and on the basis of which he required that the family should be
delivered up.  With this demand the envoy refused to comply, for the reasons
which are stated in his despatch, and which appear to us of sufficient force to
have justified and required his refusal.

7. The incident mentioned in the 65th paragraph of our address of the 25th
ultimo, of the envoy’s having advised the commander of the ship Providence to
quit the river of Rangoon without discharging his cargo, the details of which
transaction are contained in the envoy's despatch now under consideration,
formed a further subject of remonstrance on the part of the viceroy, who was
irritated at the loss of the profits which he would have derived from the duties on
the cargo, and from the purchase of a part of it.

8. The envoy repeats, in his despatch, the obscrvation stated in his private letter,
that the disposition and the conduct of the government of Rangoon would have
led him to resolve on returning to Bengal, if he had not been anxious previously
to receive advices from the capital, and instructions from us; adding, that as the
most probable means of restoring, in some degrec, mutual confidence, and thercbhy
enabling himself to remain without a compromisc of his public character, he
determined on paying a visit to the viceroy, who, it appears, informed the envoy’s
messenger, who conveyed the proposal of a visit, that individually he should be
most happy to receive it, but that one objection existed, which, if not removed,
he would not wish the envoy to fulfil bis intention. This objection he stated to
be, that the deputy governor and the inferior members of the administration had
long since formed a determination to seize the person of the envoy whenever an
opportunity should offer, and that he had reason to suppose they persisted in that
determination. The viceroy added, that he bad never approved of this measure
(a declaration to which the envoy gave credit,) and that he would on no account
permit the attempt, if the envoy came on the faith of a friendly visit; that he
should assemble the menbers of government, and inquire if they still persisted in
that determination, and acquaint the envoy with the result; adding, that if the
envoy reccived a message from him requesting his attendance, he might proceed
with confidence. This message was accordingly conveyed to the envoy, who in
consequence proceeded to visit the viceroy, taking with him, however, a strong
escort, and making other precautionary arrangements. '

0. The envoy was received in a manner the most satisfactory; and at this
visit all the subjects of antecedent dispute and correspondence were discussed.
A principal topic of their conference was the demand of the Burmese gove:nment
for the surrender of the fugitive chiefs from Arrakan, for the details of which, and
of the other subjects of discussion and discourse, we must of course refer to the
enclosed copy of the envoy's report. It appears that the viceroy himself attri4
buted the disturbances in Arrakan principally to the violeuce and oppression of
the rajah or governor, whom he was anxious to see removed, as, during his con-
tinuance m office, no permanent security would exist for the preservation of
friendship between the two states. The envoy discouraged the expectation that
the British government would be induced to surrender the fugitive chiefs, even
supposing them to have been apprehended, stating arguments in support of the

justice
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Justice of that disinclination ; and the viceroy finally intimated that the question
of surrendering the inferior chiefs would not probably create much difficu ty, but
that he thought the king would not rest satisfied with any thing short of the sur-
render of Kingberring ; and he suggested, in the event of the British government
resolving not to surrender that person, that the best mode of proceeding would
be to deny that he was in our possession, a proceeding, however, which the
envoy declared to be incompatible with the dignity of the British government
which would never condescend to have recourse to falsehood. '

_10. On this subject the envoy observes, that from the general tenor of the
viceroy's conversation, and from the desire which the envoy believes him really
to entertain, that the relations of amity should be maintained between the two
states, he is disposed to think that means may be found to bring this question to
an adf'ustment. without the surrender of Kingberring ; and the envoy proceeds to
state his opinion of the considerations which recommend our resisting the de-
mand, and the grounds on which a refusal to surrender him might be justly and
successfully maintained, and to state some observations tending to show that even
if a war were the alternative of our non-compliance (which, however, he deems
improbable,) the hazard to this government would by no means be such as to
suggest the expediency of yielding the point in opposition to our judgment, with
a view to avoid that extremity.

11. At this conference the viceroy earnestly requested the envoy to resume
his residence on shore; and the envoy replied that he had no objection to do
so, provided a house were assigned for his accommodation on the river side, as
he was determined not to expose himself a second time to the danger of being
seized ; but that, at all events, the first and necessary condition of his returning
to reside on shore was the surrender of all the property remaining at his former
habitation. The property, as already mentioned, was ultimately given up, and
the envoy, finding his residence on board of a ship on many accounts incon-
venient, determined to comply with the viceroy’s wish, and accordingly took
possession of a convenient house which was prepared for him on the bank of the
river, in the immediate vicinity of which the Malabar and Amboyna were moved,
so that in point of security, he observes, it is not inferior to a residence on board
a ship.

12. The envoy adds, that the viceroy accepted of an entertainment at the
house, and that confidence and harmony seemed to be for the present, in a great
measu-e, restored ; but how long such a state of things might last, the violence,
versatility and extreme ignorance of the Rangoon government rendered it impos-
sible to say. The cnvoy was there also visited by the deputy governor.

13. This last report from Captain Canning is so far satisfactory, as it warrants
an expectation that our instructions, despatched by the Ariel, may find him in
a situation to admit of his carrying into complete effect the system of procecding
which we have deemed it most expedient to pursue.

14. The envoy's despatch further contains a detailed report of the whole of his
discussions with'thc viceroy on the subject of the demand of compensation for the
detention of the ship Elephant ; the result of which discussions, anterior to his visit
above mentioned, we have already stated in our address of the 25th ultimo. On the
oceasion of that visit, it appears that the viceroy offered to give him bills on Bengal
of the demand, butat the date of the envoy's despatch they had not been received.

15. The envoy has also reported the detail of what passed at his examination in
the presence of the viceroy, of the person who was sometime since deputed by the
latter to this presidency in the capacity of his vakeel, and who, as stated in
Captain Canning’s despatch of the 29th of February, (extracts from which accom-
panied our address to your honourable court of the a4th of March,) had written
to the viceroy, that the British government had threatened to imprison, and had

eactually detained him, on account of a rumour that the ship Elcphant had been a
second time scized at Rangoon ; and who had further conveyed a verbal commu-
nication to the viceroy, that three Arab ships had been freighted by this govern-
ment for the purpose of transporting troops to attack Rangoon, and that those troops
were actually embarked, when the arrival of the Flephant at this port caused the
expedition to be laid aside. Your honourable court will observe, that this vakeel,
on his cxamination, disavowed every part of the communication which he had made
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to the viceroy, (who, however, had himself showed to Captain Canning the original
letter, and informed him of the verbal communication above mentioned,) and
acknowledged that he had been treated at the presidency with every mark of hospi-
tality and attention.

16. Observing, on a reference to our address of the 25th of April on the subject
of the atluirs of Ava, that we omitted to forward with that address a complete copy
of Captain Canning’s despatch of the 29th of February, extracts from which only
(for want of time to transcribe the whole) were enclosed in our preceding letter of
the 24th of March; and also to notice our reply to that despatch; it is proper to
take this opportunity of supplying those omissions, by referring to the record of our
procecdings in the political departinent, (the broken set of which, from the 3d of
January to the end of April, we now transmit by the Baring,) containing the
despatch in question, and the reply to it, as recorded in the secret department :
both will accordingly be found on the consultations noted in the margin.

17. The latter contains little more than the expression of our approbation of the
envoy's proceedings, as reported in hus despatch of the 2gth of February ; a com-
munication of the latest advices from Chittagong, and our directions on the subject
of the demand of compensation on account of the ship Elephant; Lis report of his
negotiations on which subject formed the extracts from his despatch above men-
tioned, enclosed in our address of the 24th of March.

18. Inour addressto your honourable court of the 25d of January, paragraph 36,
we referred to the record of our instructions to the Marime Board on that subject,
suggesting, for reasons therein stated, a compromise of the claim of the owners by
their accepting, in addition to what the viceroy oflered, the half of the difterence
between the sum and the amount recommended by the Marine Board (as noticed
also in the 4oth paragraph of our address of the 25th ultimo); and your honourable
court will observe, from Captain Canning’s two last despatches, that he has been
negotiating on the basis of that suggested compromise.

19. The Marine Board’s reply to the above-mentioned instructions was not received
till the beginning of March. From that reply it appeared that the owners
declined to accede to the proposed compromise, and urged their title to the larger
sum. In answer to that report we intimated to the board, that the arguments
stated by the owners did not appear to us to effect the grounds on which we had
founded our opinion of the equity, as well as the expediency, of reducing the
claim; and we urged some additional considerations tending to establish that
opinion.

20. We, at the same time, took occasion to state the limitation under which we
were disposed to support the claim of the owners to any compensation ; and it
was with reference to this limitation, that (as noticed in the 58th paragraph of our
address to your honourable court of the 25th ultimo) we prohibited the envoy
from having recourse to measures of compulsion for the recovery of the demand.

21. la consequence of the sentiments thus conveyed to the owners, they finally
signified their willingness to receive whatever sum we might deem proper.  The
correspondence above referred to will be found recorded as per margin.

22. In the letter to Captain Canning last mentioned, copies of those docu-
ments were enclosed, and lie was directed, in the event of the transaction not
having been terminated when he received that letter, to endeavour to bring 1t to
a speedy conclusion, by obtaining the utmost practicable extent of compensation
within the amount originally recommended by the Marine Board.  These in-
stractions, llowever, which were dispatched by a country vessel, in the early part
of the month of April, do not appear to huve reached the cuvoy at the date of his
last despatch.

23. In the 24th and following paragraphs of our address to your honourable
court, of the 4th ot Murch, we stated ouly the substance of a despatch from the
envoy, dated the 19th of January, without transmittiny a copy of it ; the contents
of 1t beins teo voluminous to admit of its being transeribed in time to be for-
warded by the fleet then about to sail,

24. It subsequently escaped our recolicetion to transmit a copy of that despatch.

It will now be suflicient to refer to the record of it as placed ou the proceedings
noted in the margin.

25. It

[3
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25. It may be proper, on this occasion, to obscrve that when Judicial Department.

affairs on the frontiers of Chittagong began to wear a hostile Pelitical Cons. 10 January - 100
appearance, we passed a resolution in the judicial department, - w oo 5";’
that the magistrate of Chittagong should therefore be directed to - 15 February - 31
correspond with the chief secretary to government in the sccret - 21 -~ - - 29

Secret Cons.  d° ~- = 5to1l

department. From the 21st of February, therefore, the whole :
correspondence  with the magistrate and the adjutant-general, S Magistrate of }Ch“tag""g'

- . . . N M 5. 92 g : -
relative to the transactions on the fronticrs of Chittagong, hag "t Cons 21 February - o7

been recorded in that department; but as the considerations which - - - - 30 - 33
rendered this arrangement advisable had reference only to local - 29 - - 35 - 42
circumstances, and as we had previously addressed our reports - 13 March - - 1- 8
on the subject to your honourable court in the political depart- _ o oI 37)
ment, we have judged it most convenient to continue the same - 21 -~ - - 7-13
channel of communication. - 25— - -66- 72
- 4 April - - 46 and
26. In our despatches relative to the affairs of Chittagong ard enclosures.
Ava, subsequent to that of the 23d of January, we have trans- - 7. - - - 53059
mitted copies of ull the most material documents connected with _ o4 - - - 226? 24
it.  But to facilitate reference, in the event of your honourable Adjuant General
court being desirous of perusing the whole scries of the corres- Sceret Cons. 21 I ebruary - Gtoio
pondence, or any parts of it, ot which copies have not alrcady - - - - - 1y
been transmitted, so fur as it is entered on our consultations up to - - = 2l &8
the end of April. which is the extent of the broken set of proceed- B o 18 0 2?: 12
ings now forwarded, we deem it proper 0 note in the margin the - 13 March - 31 & ;r,
consultations of both departments on which the correspondence in - 20 - - - 1-10
question is recorded. - -
- 26 - - - 061 - 6
We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, - 3 April - - 49 - 50
Honourable Sirs, ) - . R
- - - = -6 - 067

Your most faithful humble servants,
AMinto,
G. Nugent,
J. Lumsden,
11. Colebrooke.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in C()lfll(‘ﬁ} at Fort  pegateh fom
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ; Gov.Gen. in council,
dated 15t August 1812. 5 August 1812,

Honourable Sirs,

OUR despatch of the 4th of June, transmitted by the honourable company’s
extra ship Baring, will have apprised your honourable court of the progress of
Captain Canning’s negotiations at Rangoon, up to the period, when at the carnest
entreaty of the viceroy, he had consented to quit the Malubar cruizer, and aguin
to reside on shore.  We did not touch, in that despatch, on the affuirs of leittu-
gong, as, during the short interval between the date of that despatch and of our
letter to yer honourable court of the 25th of May, no occurrence of importance

in that quarter had come to our knowledge.

2. We propose in this letter to communicate to your honourable court the lates
intelligence in our possession on the ubove-mentioned subjects, and to state to you
the resolutions which late cvents and transactions at Rangoon, and on our castern

frontier, have induged us to adopt.

3. A few days a‘fter the daie of our letter of the 4th of Jun_e, we received Cap- ‘S(.:‘creli (Itsys.

tain Canning’s despatch, N° 8, dated the 25th of May, which your honoprab]e 12 June, N° 24.
court will find recorded on our secret consultation, of the date noted in the
margin.
e 4. It appears, that after Captain Canning had dispatched his last letter to our
address of the 6th of May, on the ship Annc, the viceroy had requireu the com-
mander of that vessel to deliver up the envoy’s packets to him, and_on hl._s rf:fusa},
the vessel had been detained at the Chokey ; immediately on learning this intelli-
gence, Captain Canning addressed a letter to the viceroy, who, by a verbal mes}
sage, disavowed his orders, and at the same time sent directions for the rclease o

th(;3 gg?sel. 0 5. About
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5. About this time the brig Virginia, having despatches from this government
to the envoy, arrived off the mouth of the river, and the boat which left the brig
for the purpose of procuring a pilot was forcibly taken possession of by a Burmese
war-boat, and the crew carried up to the town.

6. The envoy, on being apprised of the arrival of the Virginia, deemed it neces-
sary to adopt measures for securing the public packets, as the late attempt of the
viceroy to seize the cnvoy's despatches rendered it probable that he would not
scruple to intcrcept the packets by the Virginia. The envoy accordingly sent a
boat properly armed towards the Virginia, which in its attempt to reach that vesscl
(which was driven out to sea by the violence of the weather) was insulted by the
Burmese prows, but suffered no molestation.

7. The brig afterwards anchored near the Malabar, and Captain Canning secured
his Hespatches.

8. Your Lonourable court will observe from Captain Canning's letter, and from
his correspondence on the subject with the viceroy, that he did not deem it proper,
under the peculiar circumstances in which the Virginia had arrived, that she should
be considered subject to the usual duties and regulations of the port; and after some
discussion with the viceroy, in which the latter manifested his habitual falsehood and
prevarication, the cnvoy was compelled to secure the brig by causing her to anchor
between the Malabar and Amboyna, and her rudder which on her first arrival had
been taken off was afterwards restored.

9. On the 15th of May the Perseverance, country ship, arrived at the mouth of
the river, and the envoy deemed it proper to apprise the commander of the state of
affairs at Rangoon, and to leave it to his diseretion cither to avail himself of the
protection of the honourable company’s cruizer, or to carry on his commercial con-
cerns under the usual conditions of the port.  The commander of the Perseverance
rladly accepted the offered protection, and anchored at a short distance from the

Malabar.

10. The viceroy, as Captain Canning expected, sent to inquire the reason why
the vessel lately arrived was prevented from trading with the port in the usual
manner?  Captain Canning expressed a desire to explain his reasons to the vieeroy
by personal communication, and the following morning was fixed for the conference.

11. The envoy commenced the conversation by expressing his regret at being
the occasion of 1interrupting the trade of Rangoon, but observed that until the
business of the Elephant were adjusted he could never regard British property at
Rangoon as secure, and that therefore he should feel it his duty to recommend to
the commanders of all vessels which might arrive, to abstain from all commerce
with the port. The cnvoy then remarked, that the suspension of the commercial
intercourse between British ships had, probably, already occasioned a loss 1o the
Burmese government of more than double the amount of the money demanded on
account of the ship Elephant.

12. The viceroy appeared to have been misinformed with respeet to the value
of the cargo of the ship Perseverance, and observed that no great injury could be
sustained on that account, as the cargo of the Perseverance consisted only of cocoa
nuts, but having ascertained from Captain Canning that it was rich, and consisted
of all the articles usually brought to the Rangoon market, he suddenly altered his
tone, and with profuse expressions of his friendly intentions again offered the
Elephant money, provided the envoy would send Mr. Carey’s family on shore.
Your honourable court will recollect that in our letter of the 4th of June we stated
the circumstance of the envoy having received on board the family of Mr. Carey,
who hud resided for some time at Rangoon in the capacity of a missionary, and
who had married there the daughter of an English commander of a ship by a
native Portuguese woman, whose mother and sister also resided with Mr. Carey,
and that the viceroy's demand that the family should be delivered up in con-
formity to the regulation which exists, though by no means rigidly observed,
prohibiting females from being taken out of the country, had been very properly
refused by the envoy.

_13. Captain Canning of course decidedly objected to this proposal, and the
viceroy at length agreed to pay the Elephant money (being the medium betwcen
the sum claimed by the British government and that ogered by the Rangoon

government
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government to the commander) and the other sums due, on the condition that

the envoy would permit the Perseverance to hold free commercial intercourse with
the town.

14. Captain Canning assented to this proposition, provided the reply to the
second reference which he had made to Bengal on the subject, should not render

it incumbent upon him to demand the full sum originally claimed on account
of the Elephant. \

15. A few days after this conference the envoy received the sum of 12.293.30

tiscals, and the Perseverance commenced the usual intercourse of traffic with the
town.

16. In consequence of the conclusion of this arrangement mutual confidenc
was in a great measure restored ; and Mr. Carey havini_-; expressed an anxiety no
to quit Rungoon, il it appeared he could remain there with security to himself and
family, the envoy accompanied him on a visit to the viceroy, who gave him the
most solemn assurances of protection, and furnished him with a paper signed by

himself and all the members of government, guarantecing the safety of himself
and family.

17. Your honourable court will observe, that Captain Canning mentions that
in the course of this conference the viceroy confessed that the ragoon and other
members of the government had formed the plan of seizing the envoy's person,

in which project the viceroy partly »wned he had himself, though reluctantly,
concurred.

18. During the course of these discussions the envoy's sub-interpreter returned
from his mission to the court of Ummerapoora. It appearcd that he had been
received in the most friendly manner by the Fngy Praw, or keir apparent, in whom
the principal authority of government is rested.  The sub-interpreter had been
present at a council held in the prinee’s palace, in which the conduct of the Burmese
chiefs in Arracan had been, in thie strongest terms, reprobated and disavowed, and
had been admitted to two audiences of the Engy Praw, in which the prince had

evinced great anxiety for the presence of the envoy at court, and the consequent
amicable adjustment of all differences.

19. The prince aiso addressed a letter to Captain Canning, a translation of
which is annexed to the envoy's despatch, marked No. 15 of the enclosures, stating
that orders had been issued to recal the Burmese forces which had advanced, and
conc'uding with an invitation to the envoy to proceed to court; a corresponding
order was also transmitted to the viceroy.

20. In the fourteenth and following paragraphs of his letter, the envoy stated his
sentiments on the question of the expediency of his repairing to Ummerapoora.

21. Captain Canning was of opinion his presence at court might produce an

carly and firal adjustment of all subjects of dispute counccted with the affairs of

Arracan, and that by obtaining decisive orders from the court of Ava relative to
many points now undetermined, the recurrence of disputes with that vioient and
arbitrary government would be obviated.

22. Captain Canning then considered whether the execution of the measure of

procecding to the capital might be contempiated on reasonable grounds of personal
safety to the mission.

23. Although the envoy admitted that on the haughty, ferocious, and un-
governable disposition of the king of Ava little reliance would be placed, he
observed that the affability and moderation of the heir apparent, who exercised the
principal control over the administration of affairs, and who possessed considerable
mfluence over his grandfather, combined with his attachment to the British
government, of which Captain Canning adduced an importunt instance, would
counteract any absurd or violent resolutions which the king might he inclined to

adopt.

24. Captain Canning also referred to a reply to a letter which he had addressed
on this subjert to Don Lewis, the Italian bishop of the churches in Ava, the gencral
tenor of which was in favour of the envoy's proceeding to court; and Captain
Canning added, that from consulting the best informed natives and others on the

360. subject,
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subject, and from the certainty of being supported by the protection of the heir
apparent, he felt confident that no danger to the personal safety of the members of
the mission was to be apprehended.

25. Your honourable court will also observe, that Captain Canning had found
means to procure copics of four lctters, addressed by the viceroy to the authorities
of the capital, from the tenor of which the amicable sentiments so often expressed
by the viceroy appear to be sincere.

26. The envoy then adverted to the point which he expected would of course
constitute the first subject of discussion after his arrival at the capital; viz. the
demand on the part of the court for the surrender of Kingberring and the other
fugitive chiefs, and stated his sentiments on the question.

27. We shall communicate to your honourable court, in a subscquent part of
this dispatch, the observations which we conveyed to Captain Canning on the
contents of his despatch; but as the occurrences on the frontier of Chittagong
reported to us about the period when we received Captain Canning’s letter,
materially influenced our instructions to that officer, we deem it necessary, in
order to preserve the continuity of the nurrative, to introduce in this place a short
relation of those transactions, as detailed in the despatches of the magistrate of
Chittagong, recorded on the consultation of the date noted in the margin.

28. Your honourable conrt will observe, that from the first of this series of
despatches we had just reason to anticipate the permanence of that tranquillity
which then appeared to exist on our castern frontier, but the next letter from the
magistrate of Chittagong communicated to us the vexatious intelligence of the
renewal of disturbances on the frontier of Arracan, in consequence of the insurgent
chief Kingberring having emerged from the place of his concealment, and having
succecded, notwithstanding cvery effort on the part of the civil and military
officers in Chittagong to arrest his progress, in making his way into the province of
Arracan, where he was joined by a considerable body of Mugs, collected in the
southern division of Chittagong by the aid and connivance of the zemindar or
manager of that division. Judiclous arrangements were adopted by the officer
commanding at Chittagong, in concert with the magistrate, for the purpose of
providing for the event of the entrance of the Burmese troops into our territory in
pursuit of the invaders, and were extended as far as was practicable in the unhealthy
condition of the sepoys and the unfavourable scason of the year.

20. Under the rencwal of disturbances which had occasioned so much trouble
and vexation, we felt the expediency of adopting some measures of a decided
character, with a view, if possible, to defeat the designs of the insurgents, and to
oppose an cflectual bar to the repetition of this great evil, as well as to satisfy the
minds of the Brrmese chiefs both of our entire disconnection with the projects of
Kingberring, and of our solicitude to prevent the invasion of their country, by
people residing under the protection of the British government; the latter indced
was a positive obligation which we were anxious to fulfil.

30. For these purposes we desired the magistrate immediately to issue and cir-
culate to the utmost practicable extent a proclamation, strictly prohibiting all per-
sons subject to the authority of this government from affording protection to King-
berring, or any of his chiefs or associates, and from aiding or abetting his present
proceedings, cither by raising men for his service, or by supplying him with arms,
stores, boats, or provisions, or in any manner directly or indirectly assisting his
views, intimating also that any persons who should be found guilty of those
offences, or should be proved to huve omitted to give information of circumsiances
within their knowledge which might lead to the apprehension of Kingberring or
any of his chiefs, or which, if communicated, might enable the public authoritics
to prevent him from obtaining an accession of force, or any other means of prose-
cuting his designs, would be dealt with according to law.

31. The magistrate was, at the same time, directed to offcr a reward of 5,000 '
rupces to any person who should seize Kingberring, and deliver him over to the
custody of the public officers, or who should give information leading to his appre-
hension. Mr. Peckale was also authorized to offer a reward of 1,000 rupces, under
the same circumstances and conditions, for the seizure of any of Kingberring’s
chicfs and principal associates.

32. We



War.] EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 57

33. We deemed it proper to desire the magistrate to transmit to the Burmese  Despatch from
chiefs in Arracan for their information a copy of the prescribed proclamation, Gov«Gen.in council,

apprising them, at the same time, in general terms, that the government had under _ * Auguat 1813.
its consideration the adoption of such further measures, directed to the object of — T~
preventing the increase and repetition of the late evils, as were consistent with the -
principles of British law.

]

33. The measures to which we alluded were the arrangement for the removal of
certain classes of the refugee inhabitants of the province of Chittagong to a dis-
tant quarter of the company’s territories, and the Eaming of a regulation calculated
to deter and prevent persons residing within the limits of the British territories
from invading or assisting the invasion of those of a foreign state.

34. We have the honour to refer your honourable court for further detai]s to ~ Secret Cons.
the instructions transmitted to the magistrate of Chittagong on this occasion, which ’;I,J:;‘e’
will be found recorded as per margin. :

35. As wedeemed it by no means improbable that the Mug Sidar Makloo, who
as before reported, had been apprchended and sent to Dacca, might endeavour to
make his escape and join the insurgents, the magistrate of that district was desired
to exercise a peculiar degree of vigilance with respect to that chief, and to adopt
every prccaution, in order to guard against his quitting Dacca without the per-
mission of government.

36. Such was the condition of affairs to the eastward, when we deliberated on

the instructions which under these circumstances would be proper for the guidance
of the envoy.

37. The renewal of Kingberring's invasion of Arracan rendered it expedient in
our judgment to revoke the orders of recal, which, as stated in our last report, we
had transmitted to the envoy. It revived, in fact, the state of affairs which occa-
sioned his original mission; and revived it under circumstances of additional em-
barrassment ; since the courts of Ava and Rangoon would naturally derive from
that event apparent grounds of corroborated belief, that the hostile projects of
Kingberring were supported by the British government, and the envoy's immediate
return to Bengal would tend still more to confirm that belief; the necessity of re-
moving the British inhabitants from Rangoon would arise ; the commercial inter-
course between the two countrics would consequently cease ; we should virtually be
placed in a state of war with the Burmese government, ahd the only eflicient
channel of explanation and accommodation would be closed.

38. Instructions founded on the basis of these considerations were accordingly
preparcd on the 12th of June for transmission to Captain Canning, but previously
to their despatch intelligence of an alteration in the state of affairs in Arracan was
received, which in our judgment rendered the further continuance of the envoy at
Rangoon unnecessary.

39. We shall have the honour to detail this intelligence to your honourable
court in a subsequent part of this letter.

40. But although these later advices from Chittagong occasioned the change
in our resolutions with regard to Captain Canning’s continuance at Rangoon, we
still deemed it proper to transmit to him our instructions of the 12th of June,
which were only partially inapplicable to cxisting circumstances, as it was our
wish that he should know and communicate to the local government the full
extent of the measures proposed by us under the former state of affairs.

41. We shall therefore procced, first to abstract for the information of your
honourable court, the substance of our instructions to Captain Canning of the
12th of June, which will be found recorded on the consultation of the date noted  Secret Cons.
in the margin, and then state the events in Arracan, which, combined with the ’;;";;"
information received in a recent despatch from Captain Canning, induced us to ’
etransmit to the envoy modified instructions, which conclusively directed his retreat
from Rangoon.

42. We furnished Captain Canning with copies of the magistrate of Chitta-
gong’s despatches, describing the renewal of disturbances on the frontier of
Arracan, and after stating the substance of thc remarks contained in the 37th
pa ph of this letter, we observed that the event which thus rendered necessat\{y

300. P ie
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the revocation of the orders of recal, added weight to the considerations stated
in the chief secretary’s despatch of the 2d May, which opposed the expediency of
the envoy’s proceeding to the court of Ava, notwithstanding the circumstances

urged in his despatch of the 23d of May in support of that measure.

43. We repeated the observation formerly made, that we had no demands on
the court of Ava. We had only to convey to that government explanations
which it was certainly entitled to expect, and communications which events had
rendered necessary, and that this purpose might be effectually accomplished by
Captain Canning’s residence at Rangoon, whereas his proceeding to the capital
would only serve to involve us in additional difficulties.

44. We expressed our satisfaction at knowing that the acts and proceedings of
the Burmese officers were so entirely disapproved at the court of Ava, and that the
heir apparent, possessing the principal control over the affairs of government, seemed
disposed to abstain from and prohibit any measures of a nature calculated to dissolve
the amicable relations between the two states; but we observed that there was no
reason to suppose that the court of Ava would depart from its demand of the
surrender of the insurgent chiefs, and the viceroy having, by a gross violation of
truth, led the prince to believe that the envoy had pledged himsclf to their sur-
render, the disappointment of his expectations would probably produce discussions
unfavourable to the ecstablishment of that confidence and cordiality which could
alone lead to a satisfactory adjustment of depending differences, mutual distrust
mighthbe generated, and the scenes of Rangoon might be re-acted at Ummera-
poorah.

45. We were not encouraged securely to oppose to this contingency the
amicable disposition of the heir apparent, since the same disposition predominated
in the mind of the viceroy, as was shown by the tenor of his letter to the prince,
and the Burmese commander-in-chief, and the Italian bishop at Ava, Don Louis,
(these being some of the letters to which, as mentioned in a preceding part of this
address, the envoy had obtained access,) but did not withhold him from the adop-
tion of measures directly tending to produce a rupture between the two states, and
even from concurring in a project to seize the envoy’s person.

46. We noticed to Captain Canning that the recent occurrences in Chittagong
moreover would furnish new sources of irritation and new grounds for arrogant
demands, which, by his presence at the capital, the court would be enabled to urge
with all the advantage to be derived from the relinquishment of the independent
and commanding position which he had the mcans of maintaining at Rangoon;
and, above all, government and the envoy would be deprived of the benefit of a
speedy and regular communication between the mission and the presidency; by
his journey to the capital, government would be exposed to the hazard of all this
embarrassment and inconvenience for no other purpose than to receive and answer
such demands as the pride, the ignorance and insolence of a barbarous court might
suggest, on the basis of alleged injurics ; it would, in fact, we observed, be placing
the British government in the charactcr of an accused party before the tribunal of
the king of Ava. The friendly disposition of the heir apparent, and the contin-
gency of his exerting his influence to oppose the intemperatc mandates of the
king, appeared to us to afford the only security against extravagant and insolent
demands, and a violation of the privileges of the envoy’s representative character.
We expressed our apprehension that perfect dependence could not be placed upon
either ; experience Ead shown that the barbarous governments of Ava and Ran-

oon were capable of meditating the seizure of the person of a British envoy.

he heir apparent, in his letter to the viceroy of Pegu (a translation of which forms
an enclosure in the envoy’s despatch, referred to at the commencement of this
address,) written under tﬁe supposition of the envoy being actually arrested and
confined, was far from reprobating that outrage in tﬁe language which was suited
to so monstrous a violation of the laws of civilized nations. His disapprobation
was expressed, or rather implied, merely by prohibiting that which he believed to
have actually occurred; it simply amounted to an order for the envoy’s release,
and for his being sent up to the capital ; and the opinion which tke prince must
entertain of the humble sufferance and submissive disposition of the British
government might be inferred with sufficient certainty from his arrogant supposi-
tion that a British envoy, after the gross indignity of being seized and confined
by the government of .Rangoon, would submissively consent, when released from
confinement,
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confinement, to tproceed to the court of Ava, in obedience to its summons, without
any atonement for the outrage committed against him and his government.

Daeapatch from
ov.Gen. in council;
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47. We then proceeded to state our opinion, that at a court where ﬁrinciples S——

and notions so arrogant and erroneous prevailed, where a violation of the person
of the representative of a foreign power was so lightly considered, and where
demands which it would be necessary to reject would be urged in a haughty,
persevering, and peremptory tone, the envoy’s representative character would be
exposed to insult, and even his personal freedom to hazard.

48. For these reasons, we signified to the envoy, our conviction of the inex-
pediency of his proceeding under any circumstances to the capital.

49. Some inconvenience might certainly be expected to arise from the
necessity of references to the court of Ava, on points of his negociations ; but we
observed, that it rested entirely with the court to obviate that inconvenience by
vesting the viceroy with sufficient powers to treat with the envoy.

50. The ground which we directed the envoy to assume in his communications
with the Burmese government for declining under the above orders to advance to
the capital, notwithstanding the revocation of the orders of recal, was the absolute
necessity, arising from the renewal of the disturbances in Arracan, of the envoy
remaining -in the situation which would alone admit of a speedy and regular
communication with the presidency.

51. Letters from the governor-general to the address of the king and the
viceroy, announcing the revocation of the orders of recal, in consequence of the
late events in Chittagong, and intimating at the same time, the necessity of the
envoy’s continuance at Rangoon, for the reasons above stated, were prepared ; but
in consequence of the receipt of later advices from Chittagong, and the consequent
renewal of the orders of recal, were afterwards cancelled.

52. We next proceeded to furnish Captain Canning with instructions for the
guidance of his conduct under the revocation of the orders of recal, particularly
with regard to the communications which were to be made to the Burmese
government on the subject of the renewed disturbances in Arracan.

53. In consequence of the renewal of these disturbances by means derived from
our provinces, we observed to Captain Canning, that we were disposed to think
that the Burmese government possessed a title to claim, and that considerations
connected with the tranquillity of our own frontier required the adoption of
measures of a decided character, which might both tend to extinguish the source
of the evil, and afford to the state of Ava the most convincing proof of our
solicitude to prevent a repetition of it; we accordingly dirccted that Captain
Canning should be furnished with a copy of the instructions to the magistrate of
Chittagong, referred to in the preceding part of this despatch, in which the
nature of the measures already adopted, or contemplated by government, was
described ; and desired him distinctly to explain to the Burmese government the
tenor of the proclamation which the magistrate of Chittagong had been instructed
to issue, but to abstain from a communication of the specific nature of the further
arrangements in agitation, because circumstances might eventually impede their
accomplishment, or require a modification ’of them on that subject, therefore he
was enjoined merely to intimate that such measures directed to the object of
permanently tranquillizing the frontier, as were practicable consistently with the
principles of the British laws, were under consideration.

54. The envoy was anthorized to signify, that the British government was
willing to afford to the extent that might be practicable, the co-operation of its
troops in quelling the insurrection, headed by Kingberring; and to intimate that
government had only been withheld from directing the immediate pursuit of the
Jnsurgents into Arracan by two considerations, first, that the object of despatching
our troops into the province of Arracan without previous concert with the govern-
ment of Ava, might be misinterpreted ; and secondly, that the season of the year
was particularly unfavourable to military operations in the country which would
be the scene of them ; but that if the insurrection should not have been quelled at
the expiration of the rainy season, government would be ready to accede as far as
might be found practicable to any mode of co-operation the government of Ava

360. might
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Despatch from  might propose, and the envoy was accordingly authorized to receive and discuss

Gov.Gen.in council, gny propositions to that effect, communicating the result for our consideration.
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‘e —o —— 55, It was of course, however, to be intimated to the Burmese government,
that the adoption of any of these proposed arrangements must depend upon the
officers of that government abstaining from all measures and proceedings of the
nature of those which had lately formed the subject of our just complaint.

56. It was reasonable to expect, that the communications which Captain
Canning was thus authorized to make, would remove all grounds of distrust, and
restore perfect confidence and cordiality between him and the Burmese govern-
ment, and this expectation of course obviated the chief objection stated in our
instructions of the 2d of May, to the continuance of the mission.

57. The state of Ava had sustained a deep injury at the hands of men who were
under our authority and protection, and derived their means of committing it
from our territory. The Burmese government had, therefore, some plausible rea-
son for charging us with a participation in that injury. Under this impression, its
officers conceived they had a right to demand the surrender of the immediate
perpetrators of the outrage, and their ignorance, pride and barbarism had led
them to prefer their demand in a tone of menace and insult, and to proceed to
acts of a correspondin% character. The DBritish government, on the other hand,
naturally and necessarily resented this offensive course of proceeding. The action
and re-action of these adverse feelings unavoidably generated a disposition
naturally hostile and suspicious, and, as recently witnessed at Rangoon, led one
party to anticipate the prosecution of hostile designs on the part of the other, and
the latter, with more justice, to impute to the former plans of treachery directed
to the object of defeating those designs. Hence arosc the various irritating acts
and proceedings reporteg in the envoy’s late despatches, and hence the impracti-
cability of an approach to accommodation and confidence ; since concession on
our side, under such circumstances, was obviously inadmissible, and without such
concession, suspicion and alarm could scarcely be eradicated from the minds of
the Burmese. Captain Canning’s able and discrect conduct, however, had ulti-
mately produced a statc of affairs which precluded the necessity of adopting the
language and measures of resentment towards the Burmese government, and had
prepared the way for that conciliatory and co-operative system which recent oc-
currences had rendered advisable, and which we have already described. The
two governments, instead of acting as hitherto under the influence of adverse senti-
ments and feelings, might (under the view of circumstances which we then enter-
tained) now apparently pursue a line of conduct consistent with the views and
wishes of both. By the renewal of Kingberring's aggression, therefore, a new
source of union between the two states seemed to be created, since the measures
which government found itself at liberty and was anxious to adopt, in the hope of
suppressing the evils of commotion and disorder on the frontier, and within the
limits of its eastern territory, were in unison with the just and legitimate objects
of the state of Ava, and were of a nature to demonstrate to the latter the sincerity
of our uniform assertions ; to obviatc the suggestions of suspicion and alarm, and
to remove every motive on the tPart of that state to the commission of acts incom-
patible with the preservation of harmony and peace.

58. We stated the preceding observation to Captain Canning, for the purpose of
placing in a distinct point of view the spirit which should regulate his language
and proceedings, we added, however, that if, unfortuatcly, the anticipated result of
the late occurrences in Arracan should be disappointed, if irritated by the renewal
of the invasion of Arracan, disbelieving the envoy’s explanations, and distrusting
the communications and offers of this government, the members of the administra-
tion of Rangoon, at the sug%:astion of their own perverted judgment, or under the
orders of the court of Ava, should renew their insults and aggressions in a manner
to render his continuance at Rangoon unprofitable to the public service, and incom-
patible with the dignity of the government which he represented, the envoy might,
consider himself at liberty to retire, without awaiting the result of a reference to the
ﬁ:esidency ; but even in that event, we desired that his retreat should, if possible,

conducted in the mode prescribed by our instructions of the 2d of May.

59- After authorizing the envoy’s retreat, under the circumstances above con-
templated, we proceeded to furmsh him with some additional directions for the
regulation
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regulation of his conduct on the receipt, at Rangoon, of the intelligence of King-
berring’s renewed aggressions, which, as under the subsequent change of affairs
they became inapplicable, we do not consider it necessary to detail.

60. We then proceeded to communicate to Captain Canning our sentiments
and instructions upon such points of his last despatch, and of that of the 6th of
May, (the substance of which we stated to your honourable court in our letter of
the 4th of June,) as appeared to require particular notice, and had not been con-
sidered in the preceding part of our instructions.

61. In the first place, we signified to the envoy generally that we found just
reason to ascribe to him, with reference to the transactions reported in these de-
spatches, the same degree of zeal, judgment and discretion, and the same firmness
and decision in maintaining the privileges of his representative character, and in
supporting the dignity of the British government, which had so eminently distin-
guished his anterior proceedings ; this general observation precluding the neces-
sity of adverting to ecach particular transaction related in the despatches now
under consideration, and we therefore noticed those only which required some
special remark, in addition to the general expression of that unqualified approba-
tion which tho envoy's proceedings so justly claimed.

62. For our sentiments on the three first parts of reference in the order of
Captain Canning's report of transactions, viz. the disposal of the presents from the
court of Ava, in theé event of his not proceeding up the country, lis conduct in
affording protection to the family of Mr. Carey, and his suggestion that somc
attempt might be made in effecting a final adjustment of affairs between the two
states, to obtain the exemption of female children of Europeans from the opera-
tion of the rule which prohibits their cmigration, we take the liberty of referring
your honourable court to the concluding part of the 23d and following paragraphs
of our instructions to Captain Canning.

63. The next subject on which we stated our sentiments and resolutions, was
the question of the surrender of the insurgent chiefs, in the cvent of their falling
into our hands, which formed a principal topic of Captain Canning’s conference
with the viceroy at the interview alluded to m his despatch of the 6th of May, on
which he had stated some observations and suggestions in both his despatches
now under review.

64. We approved the tenor of Captain Canning’s replies to the questions and
remarks of the viceroy, relative to the surrender of the fugitive chiefs; but we
noticed that the viceroy's statement of the case of the three chiefs, Kingberring,
Laumboo, and Muckloo, was not altogether correct, at least with regard to the
two last, since the viceroy's narrative implied that Lawmnboo and Muckloo, as well
as Kingberring, resided under the protection of the British government at the
period of Kingherring's first invasion of Arracan, whereas, in fact, that assertion
was applicable only to the latter, who was joined by the two former after he had
entered Arracan.  Whether or not Laumboo and Muckloo, as alleged Dy the
viccroy, originally obtained with Kingberring an asylum in the British territorics,
after heing expelled from Arracan by the Burmese forces, ond a f](!n\alld for the
surrender of all three was made and rejected, were points not within our recollec-
tion at the time of replying to Captain Canming’s letter ; nor was the determina-
tion of them of sufficient importance to require the delay of searching the records
for the purpose of determining them : all that was necessary to establish, in advert-
ing to the viceroys narrative, was, that Kingberring was the qnly one of the
insurgents residing under our protection at the period of the first invasion, as the
demand upon us was therefore the less strong with respect to the other chiefs, for
whose conduct we could not in any degrec be rendered responsible.

65. We observed that the expedient suggested by the viceroy, and referred by
Captain Canning to our consideration, of consenting to the surrender of King-
Yerring in the event of his seizure, resolving, at the same time, to deny in that
event his being in onr custody, was insuperably opposed by the observations
which Captain Canning stated 1n his conference with the viceroy; for, as Captain
Canning justly and properly remarked, it would be ben_eatlx the dignity and power
of the British government, if Kingberring were really in our possession, to screen
itself by a falsehood from a line of conduct which it would not pursue unless it
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were honourable and just; and the denial of the fugitive chiefs, and particularly
Kingberring, being in our power, would probably be nugatory and useless, as it
was not likely that their capture would be effected without the knowledge of the
Burmese officers; neither could we judge it advisable to rest a refusal to surrender
Kingberring on the conduct of the Burmese government, as suggested by the
envoy in the 13th paragraph of his despatch, No. 7. Their conduct, if assumed
as the basis of complaint and accusation, would, we obscryed, require on our part
a course of proceeding different from the mere rejection of a demand for the sur-
render of a delinquent: it could not, indeed, be consistently assigned as the
motive of our refusal, unless we acknowledged, independently of that motive, an
obligation to accede to the demand,—an obligation which, we observed, we were
not prepared to recognize. Supposing the person of Kingberring to have been
secured by our officers, we stated that we conceived that the absolute right of
the Burmese government, with regard to that chief, extended no further than to
expect that he should be effectually prevented from molesting the Burmese terri-
tories in future. That argument was fonnded principally on the barbarous habits
and practices of that nation. The question might admit at least of a different
practical result, if not of an opposite solution, if a regular and civilized system of
Judicial administration prevailed in the state of Ava; but we could not but concur
with Captain Canning in the sentiment, that humanity revolts at the notion of
surrendering a fellow-creature, whatever may be the magnitude of his offence, to
the summary decrees of vindictive cruclty, which would in this instance, we were
convinced, be inflicted in its most horrid and sanguinary form: still more so in
the case of offences which, like those of Kingberring, fall considerably short of
crimes of the deepest dye, and are susceptible of palliation; offences, too, which
owe their origin to the violence and injustice of the power which desires to punish
them. And we added, that a government could not be required, as a matter of
right, to be accessary to an act of cruelty and inhumanity.

06. We observed, however, that even under this view of the subject, we should
be justified in resolving to surrender the criminal, if the evils and calumities of
a war, not otherwise rendered necessary, were to be the certain consequence of
a refusal. We could not be required to incur the hazards and charges of a na-
tional contest for the sole purpose of protecting an individual whose death could
not be deemed an inequitable expiation of his offences. We may here remik,
in further support of this sentiment, that by taking advantage of the asylum which
he found within our territories, to levy war upon a neighbouring and friendly
state, Kingberring committed an act of the highest ingratitude towards the go-
vernment which protected him. He returnced injury for benefits reccived, and
consequently forfeited all title to consideration and favour. It can scarcely be
considered within the limits of public obligation to exposc the state to the evils
of a war for the sole purpose of preserving the life of a man who had already so
grossly abused its anterior protection.

07. The observations stated by Captain Canning in the 15th paragraph of his
letter of the 6th of May, regarding the advantages with which the British govern-
ment would enter upon a contest with the power of Ava, were unquestionably
well founded. The coasts and provinces of that country are certainly exposed to
our attack without the means of defence, and the only part of our territory acces-
sible to the Burmese forces might with ease be effectually protected. "Of our
complete and speedy success in the war, therefore, little doubt could be enter-
tained. We observed, that the expediency or inexpedicncy of engaging in a
contest with the state of Ava did not altogether depend upon the advantages with
which it might be undertaken, and the prospect of success; that great incon-
venience and embarrassment would attend it with reference to other interests and
exigencies of the public service, the details of which it was unnecessary to explain
to the envoy ; and we should consider the extension of our dominion to the east-
ward and southward to be more burthensome than beneficial ; and that those
considerations outweighed on the whole, at least at that time, the object which we*
allowed to be dosirable, of checking the arrogance and presumption of that weak
and contemptible state.

68. The considcrations abeve stated suggested the course to be pursued by
the envoy in his negotiations with the Burmese government relative to the sur-
render of the insurgent chiefs.

69. Captain
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69. Captain Canning was apprised that the grounds on which we founded our
aversion to the surrender of Kingberring, and consequently in a still greater
degree of the other chiefs, might be stated in addition to the arguments which he
had already employed. He was authorized to admit, in his discussion of the
subject, that after what had passed, the Burmese government had a title to expect,
in the event of Kingberring and his principal associates being apprehended by
the British officers, that effectual measures should be adopted by our government
to place them in a condition which should prevent their again molesting the
dominions of Ava, and he was empowcred to afford the most positive assurances
to that effect; but he was instructed to maintain that the right of the Burmese
government, with respect to those persons, extended no further.

70. We concluded our instructions on this point by expressing our expectations
that these assurances, combined also with the measures and arrangements which
the envoy was anthorized to declare the resolntion of this government to adept,
would be suflicient to satisfy the Burmesc authorities. If, however, they should
still insist on a promise of surrendering Kingberring, and no alternative should
appear to be left but a compliance with that demand, or the prosecution of
measures of agoression and hostility on their part, the envoy was directed to
refer the case to our consideration, without affording to the Burmese government
any reason to infer, from that reference, that its demand would be accorded.

71. We now proceed to advert to the intelligence received from Chittagong,
which induced us to alter our resolution with respect to Captain Canning’s con-
tinuance at Rangoon.

72. On the 17th of June the satisfactory intellicence reached us of the total
failure of Kingbcrring’s lately renewed expedition into Arracan.

73. It appears, that at the period of his incursion, a part of the Burmese force
remained at a short distance from the frontier, and on the advance of Kingberring's
force, attacked and defeated it.  The fugitive Mugs were driven back into the
province of Chittagong, whither Kingberring himself was also supposed to have
retreated.  Some of the former were scized by our detachments, together with one
of Kingberring's chiefs, called Moonapoo, said to be his cousin.

74. The correspondence relating to these events is recorded on the consultation
of the dates noted in the margin; and we beg leave to refer your honourable court
to that correspondence for a more circumstantial account of this satisfactory result
of Kingberring's renewed attempt to disturb the tranquillity of Arracan, and for
the details of the measures which we in consequence adopted, through the autho-
rity of the magistrate of Chittagong.

75. Your honourable court will observe, that the Burmese troops did not pursue
the fugitives, and that no demand for their surrender, nor any representation on
the subject of the late incursion, had been received by the magistrate of Chit-
tagong from the Burmese chiefs in Arracan.  We ascribed this forbearance to the
effcct of the orders issued from the court of Ava, in consequence of the former
proceedings of the Burmese chiefs, which the court had disapproved and dis-
wvowed, and of the viceroy’s letter to the commander of_ the Burmesc troops,
Tyndapo ; and we concurred in the conjecture of the magistrate, stated by }u'm
to the officer commanding at Chittagong, that the letter addressed by the magis-
trate to the rajah of Arracan, on the subject of the late incursion, had been referred
to the court of Ava, and that the Burmese chiefs awaited instructions for their
further proceedings.

76. In his letter announcing the discomfiture of the insurgents, the magistrate
suggested the issue of a proclamation, offering a reward for the apprchension of
Kingberring, a suggestion which had been anticipated by our instructions to him
of the 12th June ; but he was of course directed to modify the tenor of the pre-
seribed proclamation, as far as was necessary, to adopt it to the state of affairs

sexisting at the period of his receiving the orders above mentioned.

77. In the event stated by the magistrate in his despatch, referred to in the fore-
going paragraph, that of his receiving a letter from either of the Burmese chiefs,
demanding the surrender of Kingberring, he was desired to signify in reply, that
specific instructions had been transmitted to the British envoy at Rangoon in
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order to enable him to adjust the question of the surrender of the fugitive chiefs
with the government of Ava.

»8. We signified to the magistrate our desire that such of the Mugs belonging
to the province of Chittagong, who joined the standard of Kingberring in his
late invasion of Arracan, as might be apprehended, should be kept in confinement
with a view (as alluded to in tge 3oth paragraph of this letter) to their eventual

removal to a distant quarter of the company’s territories.

79. Your honourable court will observe, that the magistrate was prepared to
adopt some very proper measures and arrangements in the case of Burmese
troops crossing into our territory. This event, however, we consider to be im-

probable.

80. The commanding officer at Chittagong, adverting to the sickly state of the
treops which had been for precaution stationed to the southward of the province,
suggested the propriety of withdrawing them from that advanced position. We
had no hesitation in sanctioning that measure, as there appeared little probability
of any design on the part of the Burmese to violate our territory, a design which,
if even meditated, we had no doubt would be laid aside when the chiefs should
have received the communication directed to be conveyed to them in the instruc-
tions to the magistrate of the 12th of June.

81. We directed the emigrant chief, Moonapoo, to be sent to Dacca, where he
will be treated and guarded in the same manner as the other chief, Nuckloo.

82. Shortly after the despateh of our first instructions to the magistrate of Chit-
tagong, consequent to our receipt of the inteiligence of Kingberring’s discomfi-
ture, we reccived a further despatch from Captain Camnning, dated the 5th of Junc,
which will be found recorded as per margin,

83. The receipt of this despatch cnabled us to frame our final instructions to
that officer, with the advantage of the most recent information both from our
eastern frontier and from Rangoon.

84. That despatch was written subsequently to the envoy's receipt of our orders
of the 2d of May, transmitted by the honourable company's cruizer, Aricl,
directing him to return to Bengal.

85. The envoy commences his despatch by expressing his gratification at receiv-
ing the approbation of government, expressed in the chief sccretary’s letter of the
2d ultimo, and then procceds to describe the obstacles which opposed his imme-
diate departure in compliance with orders of recal, and his resolution to suspend
his retreat until the return of the Amboyna, which he had despatched on the
26th May to Bengal for supplies for the mission, and for the purpose of convey-
ing his despatches. ’

86. We shall advert to Captain Canning’s obscrvations regarding the suspen-
sion of his return in a subsequent part of this letter, and proceed in the first place
to describe the state of affuirs at Rangcon at the period of the arrival of the Aricl,
and at the datc of Captain Canning’s letter.

87. A considerable degree of ferment and alarm was excited by the arrival of
an additional vessel of war at Rangoon. Captain Canning, however, concluding

that a cruiser would be sent, had anticipated this cffect by informing the viceroy of |

the probable arrival of a vessel of that description, and at the same time assured
him that even supposing the late events at Rangoon, and his refusal to pay the
money on account of the ship Elephant, might have excited a degree of irritation
on the part of the British government under the existing state of affairs, no hostile
measures would be resorted to.

88. A notc from the commander of the Ariel to the address of the envoy, an-
nouncing his arrival, was carried to the council ; some of the inferior and ignorant
members of which urgently insisted on its being opened. The viceroy however,
assuming a tone of unusual energy ‘and decision, firmly rejected the suggestion,
and sent the note with the seal unbroken to the cnvoy. He at the same time in-
timated his wish that the Ariel should not come up to town, stating however, that
the envoy was at liberty to despatch a hoat for the packets brought in that vessel.

89. The
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89. The envoy sent a suitable reply, informing the viceroy that as perfect har-
mony subsisted between the government and the mission, therc appeared to be no
occasion for the Ariel’s proceeding at all up to the town.

0. Almost immediately after the arrival of the Ariel the viceroy sent a mes-
sage to Captain Canning, anxiously inquiring about the nature of the orders he
had received from Bengal.

g1. Captain Canning, not wishing to give a positive or final answer until the
receipt of advices from Bengal by the return of the Amboyna, stat-d in general
terms that the intentions of the British government were entircly amicable, that
the governor general in council was disposed to view the late occurrences at Ran-
goon in the most favourable light, that all matters appeared to have been amicably
settled on the frontier of Chittagong by the mutual retreat of the British ,and
Burmese forces, and therefore, as no subject of dispute or contention remained,
and as the period of his residence in that country had already been unusually
protracted, he saw no occasion for his proceeding to the capital : that the principal
object of his mission was to ccnvey an assurance to the Burmese government
that the British government was totally unconcerned in the insurrection of King-
berring, and that the fact, he trusted, had been established in the most satisfactory
manner : that the question regarding the ship Elephant, which had formed a
secondary object of the mission, had also been adjusted, and that therefore nothing
appeared to remain that could require his presence at court. The envoy con-
cluded by pointing out the additional proof of the friendly sentiments of the
British government manifested by the order which he had received to forward the
governor-general's presents for the king and the engy praw, notwithstanding the
envoy did not himself proceed to court. :

92. The viceroy expressed a desirc to know whether the sentiments stated by
Captain Canning were merely his own, or whether he had received instructions to
return to Bengal.

93- The envoy, not wishing to give a final answer, replied, that such sentiments
were cntertained by the British government ; but that he could not answer the
viceroy's question conclusively until the return of the Amboyna; and added
some further assurances of the pacific disposition of the British government.

94. The viceroy appeared much surprised and concerned that there was so little
prospect of the envoy's advance to Ummeerapoora; he adverted to the envoy's
forme- intention to visit the capital, to the invitations which he had received, and
to the compliance of the government of Ava with his requisitions; he observed,
that the envoy’s refusal to proceed up the country would be attributed by the
engy praw to no other motive than distrust and suspicion, and that if Captain
Canning returned without visiting the court, no future envoy from the British
government would probably receive a similar invitation.

95. The envoy replied, that he should certainly not leave the country without
distinctly apprising the engy praw by letter of his motives for so doing, which
would entircly exculpate the viceroy from any share of blame on the occasion. He
then pointed out the satisfactory change of affairs which had taken place, which
would render his journey to the capital merely a visit of ceremony. He observed,
however, that if he did return to Bengal without repairing to court, it must be
ascribed to the conduct of the Rangoon government, which had delayed to supply
him with that information respecting the sentiments of the superior government
which would have enabled him to procced to the capital, and to have already
returned to Rangoon. With fegard to the obscrvation of the viceroy, that no future
British envoy would be invited to proceed to court, the envoy remarked, that it was
not likely that the British government would have any request to make to the court
of Ava; that, should another mission at any future time be deputed, the object of
it would be, as on the present occasion, to prevent misunderstanding between the
two governments ; and that therefore, if the court should refuse to receive it witl}
*proper distinction, the consequences would rest with them; but that if the envoy’s
departurc should take place under such an impression, he did not think that
a British mission would hastily be exposed to a similar mortification.

96. During this long conference the viceroy only once mentioned in a cursory
manner the subject of the surrender of the refugee chiefs, and even then acknow-
360. R ledged,
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ledged, that as they had not sought an asylum within our territory no question could
arise on the subject of their surrender. .

97- The viceroy at length appeared satisfied with the reasons assigned by the
envoy for his probable return to Bengal; which, he at last said, he trusted might
take place without giving offence to the court. To prove that he did not himself
entertain the slightest suspicion or mistrust on that account, he accepted the
envoy's invitation to assist at an entertainment given the next day in honour of
his Britannic Majesty's birth-day.

98. In conclusion of his satisfactory report of the restoration of harmony and
confidence, the envoy added, that the presence of the Malabar cruizer no longer
excited suspicion or jealousy; and that, at the viceroy's particular request, the
gentlemen of the mission had for some time past resumed their usual excursions
into the country.

09. The reasons alleged by Captain Canning for suspending his retreat on the
arrival of the Ariel were, first, that having despatched the honourable company's
cruizer Amboyna to Bengal for supplies, the means of transporting the mission to
Calcutta would be so circumscribed as to render its return under those circum-
stances extremely embarrassing, if not dangerous, at that scason of the year; that
the receipt by government of his despatch of the 23d May might possibly occasion
some alteration in the system which we might deem it expedient to pursue with
regard to his negotiations; that if his departure were to take place so immediately
after the arrival of the Ariel, it would undoubtedly excite much distrust and alarm
on the part of the Rangoon government, which the shortness of the time would not
have afforded leisure to dispel, whereas the present delay afforded time for adducing
satisfactory reasons, which would, he trusted, remove all jealousy and apprehen-
sion ; that his abrupt departure would militate against the wish of government with
respect to the Luropeans settled at Rangoon, who would naturally feel alarmed
at so sudden a measure, and be induced to quit the place; but that under his
dclayed return, he had reason to believe that all, with the exception perhaps of only
one person, would continue to carry on their concerns as usual. As a last consi-
deration, the envoy referred to the cordial understanding subsisting between himself
and the Rangoon government, which precluded all danger of any offensive
or unwarrantable act on their part.

100. We lost no time in furnishing Captain Canning with our final instructions
under the improved condition of our rclations with the government of Ava.

101. After apprising him of the events which had taken place in Arracan,as re-
ported in the magistrate of Chittagong's despatches, of which we transmitted him
copies, we observed that under all those circumstances, affairs might be consi-
dered to have reverted to the state which existed at the period of the departure of
the Ariel from Bengal, and which suggested the expediency of Captain Canning’s
recal. This last attempt of Kingberring evidently appeared to have been made
with means of prcparation and success, far inferior to those which the first accounts
afforded reason to suppose that he possessed and as it had proved abortive, we
were of opinion that the considerations which had suggested the expediency of
Captain Canning’s continuance at Rangoon had ceased to operate, and those which
rendered advisable his return to the presidency had resumed their ascendency in
our judgment ; for we could not but consider tﬂe protracted residence of a British
envoy at Rangoon, for purposes which might be termed merely defensive against
unjust accusations, or inadmissible demands preferred or expected on the part of
the state of Ava, as derogatory to the dignity of the British government.

102. We observed, that under the uncertainty which existed at the date of our
recent orders with regard to the result of the late invasion, there were ends to be
answered by the envoy's continuance which divested it of that objection. It
would have afforded an assurance of our desire to maintain the resolutions of
amity, notwithstanding the occurrence of circumstances apparently tending tq
disturb them, whilst his retreat might produce an opposite effect, and his presence
would have enabled him to restrain proceedings of 2 hostile or intemperate character
on the part of the Burmese government which might have led to a rupture, and to
communicate authentic representations to the local authorities regarding events and
transactions as they arose, of a nature to obviate misconstruction, and compose

; animosity
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animosity ; that these were offices of friendship due from a powerful state towards
a weaker one, and the envoy's continuance at Rangoon for the purpose of rendering
those offices would have been compatible with the dignity of the govermment
which he represented, but that the expedicncy of the envoy’s remaining had ceased
with the occasion which suggested it. We therefore informed the envoy that we
deemed it advisable that he should return forthwith to Bengal.

103. Your honourable court will perceive, as we noticed to Captain Canning,
that from the tenor of his last-mentioned despatch, no inconvenience or embarrass-
ment is likely to attend the measure of his recal, as, under the circumstances which
prevented his retreat on the arrival of the Ariel, the exigency of which we entirely
admit, the envoy with great propricty prepared the minds of the viceroy and the
public to expect his recal on the return of the Amboyna, and with considerable
address succeeded in reconciling the former to that measure, and the late attempt
of Kingberring having terminated without the least probability of its renewal, no
obstacles scem likely to arise from that occurrence.

104 We then adverted to the reasons stated in the 4oth paragraph of this letter’
which rendered it proper to transmit to Captain Canning the instructions of the
12th ultimo, nothwithstanding the present change of resolution with regard to his
continuance at Rangoon, and the alteration in the state of affairs in Arracan. We
were of opinion that the communication to the government of Rangoon of the
measures contemplated in that despatch would tend still more to reconcile it to the
envoy's return, and that it would not fail to remove all suspicion, if any were enter-
tained, of our having encouraged or assisted the second incursion of Kingberring.

105. We signified our wish that the envoy should take leave of the viceroy and
the government of Rangoon as soon as practicable after he had made the requisite
and prescribed communications relative to the late events in Arracan, to the
measures pursued by this government in consequence, and to his recal. We stated
our expectation, that the question regarding the surrender of the fugitive chiefs,
would probably be reviveg before the envoy's departure, but that it did not appear

10 us to be necessary that he should primarily bring it under discussion.

106. Under the continual vicissitude of events, we were aware that at the period
of the envoy's receipt of our present despatches, a state of affairs might exist at
Rangoon which might render his immediate return unadvisable with reference to
the views and expectations on which his recal was founded, but we cnjoined the
envoy to understand it to be our earnest desire that his mission should terminate,
and that therefore he was not to protract his continuance at Rangoon excepting
under circumstances of absolute and urgent nccessity ; and even if that exigency
should arise, we prohibited him from consenting to proceed to the capital, as the
objections to that measurc, stated in the instructions of the 12th June, were not in
our judgment materially weakened by the issue of the late disturbances in Arracan,
and indeed any events that could require the prolongation of his mission, would
add to the force of those objections.

107. These instructions concluded with some directions regarding the disposal of
the money received by the envoy on account of the ship Elephant; for particular
information concerning which, and for some observations of inferior importance
not noticed in this abstract, we beg leave to refer your honourable court to the
consultations of the annexed date, on which those instructions are recorded.

108. In reply to the orders of the 12th of June, the magistrate of Chittagong
stated his reasons for having issued two (proclamations, framed according to those
instructions ; one prohibiting all persons from harbouring or assisting Kingberring,
the other offering the prescribed reward for the apprehension of himself or his

pr'mci‘)‘al adherents. The magistrate’s motive for issuing distinct proclamations
was, that he did not judge it necessary to apprise the rajah of Arracan of the reward

offered by government for Kingberring’s apprehension ; but it should be construed
by the rajah into a pledge on the part of government for the surrender of the
eperson of Kingberring to the Burmese power, if apprehended.

109. The precaution, however, which suggested to the magistrate the expe-
diency of withholding a communication on the latter subject to the rajah appearing
to us to be quite unnecessary, we desired Mr. Pechell to take an early opportunity
of transmitting to the rajah a copy of the second proclamation. ‘
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110. As the above-mentioned letter from the magistrate of Chittagong is not

* included in the record of the broken set of our proceedings, transmitted in the

honourable company’s freighted ships now under despatch, we have the honour
to enclose copies of that document, and the reply written to your chief secretary,
separate numbers in the packet.

111. We have also the honour to enclose for the information of your honourable

Magistrate of Chit- €OUrt; copies of a despatch from the magistrate of Chittagong, dated the 4th ultimo,

wagong, 4th July.

Sic 1 orig ;

transmitting the rajah of Arracan’s reply to the letter addressed to him on the 1st of
June by Mr. Pechell.

112. The letter commences with an assertion that Kingberring and his chiefs,
after their first discomfiture, retreated into the company's territory, where they were
protected by the magistrate and the Dritish officers. It then adverts to the letters
which had been written on this subject by the magistrate, as containing a positive
promise to seize and surrender Kingberring and his accomplices; quotes the
demand for the retreat of the Burmese troops from the frontier ; and states, that
the troops did retire agreeably to that requisition, and because of the approach of
the rainy season. It then refers to Kingberring's second invasion, and alleges
that the magistrate and the commanding ofticer of the British troops had written
to the rajah declaring their inability to seize Kingberring, because of the number
of men he had collected. Charges them, therefore, with inconsistency, and with
a breach of faith ; and concludes with a declaration that this matter must produce
a war between the two nations.

113. We considered the answer of the rajuh of Arracan to be not merely unsatis-
factory, but insolent; and we therefore deemed it necessary that a reply should
be written by the magistrate, in substance to the following effect.

114. In the first place the magistrate was directed to point out to the rajah
his perversion of the terms of the magistrate’s letter. He was then to observe to
the rajah, that the British government having repeatedly declared and demon-
strated that the invasion of Arracan was undertaken without even the knowledge
of its officers, and that far from encouraging, it was anxious to prevent the occur-
rence of such outrages, the British Government could not induce the rajah’s
perseverance in assertions of an opposite tendency. That it had afforded the
convincing proofs of its desire to maintain the relations of amity and good under-
standing between the two states, since it had borne aggression, insult and menace,
without retaliation. That when the British oflicers were apprised of the incursions
of Kingberring into Arracan, they employed, on both occasions, every effort in
their power to prevent that chieftain from deriving the means of prosecuting his
designs from the inhabitants and the resources of the British territory ; and that
especially on the last occasion, the Dritish government pursued the additional
measures for that purpose which the magistrate communicated to the rajah in his
last letter; a communication which the rajah, instcad of receiving as he ought,
with acknowledgements, he had answered in the language of insolence, accusation,
and menace. That his letter was considcred as affording such provocations as
would induce the British government to seck immediate reparation, and adopt,
without further remonstrance, measures calculated to assert and maintain its own
honour, but at the same time productive of an open rupture between the two states,
if it were not convinced, agreeably to recent experience, that the unbecoming and
irritating language employed by the rajah of Arracan and Tyndapo in their
communications to our government were entirely unauthorized by the king of

~ Ava, and directly contrary to his majesty’s sentiments and commands. That for

these reasons the Dritish government still maintained its desire for peace and amity,
and would still pursue such measures as were practicable, consistently with its laws
and principles, with a view to prevent the territory of the king of Ava from bein

disturbed by the inhabitants of its own. That the efforts employed for the appre-
hension of Kingberring and his chief associates would still be continued, but that it
apprehended the question of their surrender would be determined by negotiatiog
between the two courts, and that the magistrate, therefore, would not enter into
any further correspondence on it with the rajah or Tyndapo. Mr. Pechell was

“moreover directed to state distinctly to the rajah, that however anxious the British

government wds to preserve the long-established friendship with the state of Ava,
yet that any actual attempt to carry the threats so often made by him and Tyndapo
- . illto
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into execution would be repelled by force, and would be considered as a signal
given by himself of open and general hostilities between the two governments.
The magistrate was instructed to add, that no answer would in future be returned
to any letter fiom either, which, like that now acknowledged, might be couched
in offensive terms. The magistrate was further to state, that measures would be
taken to communicate copies of the rajah’s last letter, and of the magistate's present
reply, to the court of Ava.

115. We also desired the magistrate to intimate to the rajah that he had
addressed him in the terms prescribed by the above instructions, by the express
directions of his government.

110. As our instructions to the magistrate on this occasion contain little more
than what we have detailed in the preceding paragraphs, we deem it unnecessary
to transmit a copy of it in this letter. .

117. Thelast document to which we shall have occasion to refer in this despatch
is a lctter from the magistrate of Chittagong, dated the 7th of July, reporting his
proceedings under the instructions of government of the 12th of June, with a view
to ascertain the place of Kingberring's concealment antecedently to his late inva-
sion of Arracan. It appears that the magistrate had not been enabled to ascertain
with precision the place where Kingberring was concealed during the period
above mentioned, nor the persons by whom he was harboured.

118. Kingberring was stated by the last accounts to be still in the Burmese
territories, but was expected shortly to cross over the Nauf river into the province
of Chittagong.

119. The magistrate’s letter concludes with the communication of some addi-
tional mcasures which he proposed to adopt for the purpose of effecting the
apprehension of Kingberring.  Copies of his last letter, and of our instructions
in reply, we have the honour to enclose, for the information of your honourable
court.

120. Such is the state of these long-protracted and troublesome transactions
between the two states.  As it is not at all probable that the Burmese troops will
now commit aggressions on our territory, we do not anticipate the probability of
our being compelled to prosecute any hostile measures against that nation; and
we hope by the return of Captain Canning, which may be expected before the
expiration of the present month, to be relieved from the repetition of those
vexatious occurrences and altercations which have hitherto occupied so large
a portion of our time and attention.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable Sirs,
Y our most faithful humble servants,

Minto,
J. Lumsden,
W. Colebrooke.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at
Fort William, in Bengal, to the Secret Committee of the Court of
Directors of the East India Company ; dated 2d October 1812.

8. REFERRING to our last address of the 1st of August on the affairs of Ava, we
have the satisfaction to report to youg honourable committee the return of Captain
Canning, the envoy to the Burmese government, after having successfully carried
into execution our instructions of the 12th and 25th of June; the details of which
we communicated in our address above mentioned. Captain Canning’s narrative
of transactions and events up to the period of his quitting Rangoon is interesting
and important ; and we shall have the honour of adverting to the details of it, as
well as of transmitting a copy of it, in our next despatch on this subject. On the
present occasion, we shall briefly state, that although the government of Ava ma-
nifested the most anxious solicitude to obtain the presence of the envoy at the court
of Ummeerapoora, and even went so far as to transmit repeated orders to the

viceroy of Pegu, directing him to send the envoy up to court by compulsory
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means, with ab evident design of placing his person under restraint ; yet the firm-
ness, ability and discretion of Captain Canning, enabled him to elude the efforts
of pérsuasion and of art employed for his detention, without compromising the dig-
nity of the British government, or incurring the hazard of a rupture with the state
of Ava, and to quit the port of Rangoon on terms of cordiality and friendship with the
local government, whilst he conveyed such representations to the superior authori-
ties of Ava as were calculated to obviate, on their part, any apprehension that his
departure was connected with intentions inconsistent with the preservation of the
relations of amity between the two states, and were otherwise also adapted to
the maintenance of those rclations. For as the orders above alluded to were
secret, and not supposed to be known to the envoy, he was not under the necessity
of noticing them in his communications with the two courts; he therefore pru-
dently abstained from any representation on the subject, leaving us entirely at
liberty either to resent this gross violation of the laws of international intercourse,
or to suffer it to pass unnoticed. It is superfluous to add, that as the dignity and
interest of the British government do not of necessity require the manifestation of
our resentment, we do not propose to adopt any measure that canlead to the inter-
ruption of the amity subsisting between the two states.

9. It may be proper to add, that previously to Captain Canning’s depurture from
Rangoon, the viceroy signified to him his confident expectation that the court of
Ava would despatch an envoy to Bengal, principally for the purpose of negotiating
for the surrender of such of the insurgent chiefs who had invaded Arracan as
should fall into our hands.

10. We learncd with concern that the viceroy of Pegu had been removed from
his station, principally, it was understood, in consequence of the failure of his
endeavours to effect the departure of Captain Canning for the capital. e was,
however, to be succeeded by a person who had formerly held that station, and who
is considered to be well aficcted towards the British Government.

11. On the whole we consider this mission to have been productive of material
benefit. The presence and communications of Captain Canning have probably
revented the arrogant and ignorant government of Ava from pursuing measures
which would have produced the inconvenient necessity of having recourse to arms
for the vindication of our honour from insult and injury, or for the sccurity of our
possessions from the imcursions of the Burmese troops, and the able, judicious,
and resolute conduct of the envoy appears to have left impressions of the British
character and power, calculated to repress the arrogance, and awake the caution of
the weak and contemptible government of Ava in future.

12. The immediate objcct of the mission has been accomplished, by removing
from the minds of the chicf autherities of that government the belief of our parti-
cipation in the invision of Arracan by Kmgberring, and producing the retreat of
the Burmese army from the frontier of Chittagong, as well as by inclining that
goverament to depend for the attainment of its primary object, the surrender of
the insurgent chiefs, rather upon negotiation than upon the measure or employ-
ment of its arms.

13. Since the discomfiture of Kingberring, reported in our last despatch, he
has emerged from his concealment, and collecting some followers has committed
depredations in the southern parts of the province of Chittagong. The utmost
activity has been employed by the magistrate to effect his apprehension, but hither-
to without success, we still however entertain the hope of accomplishing that desi-
rable object. Since the retreat of the Bummese army, no Burmese troops have

* re-wppeared on the frontier.

Despatch from

Gov.Gen. in council,
81 October 1819.

\__\,____;

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
V&yilliam, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 21st October 1812.

Honourible Sirs,

IN our letter to the honouratile the secret committee, dated the 2d instant, trans-
mitted by His Majesty’s ship Modeste, we kad éhe honour to report the return of
Captain ‘Cannimg from'his mission tothe Barmnese govemment, after having suc-

cessfully
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cessfully carried into execution our instructions of the 12th and 25th of June, and
briefly adverted to the state of our relations with Ava at the period when Captain
Canning quitted Rangoon. Our letter of the 15t of August to the address of your
honourable court communicated to you the latest intelligence of affairs at Rangeon,
and on our eastern frontier, then in our possession, and apprised you of the
ﬁeremptory instructions which we had transmitted to Captain Canning, directing
is immediate retreat from Rangoon. We shall now have the honour to advert to
Captain Canning's last letter, recorded on the consultation noted in the margin,
reporting the course of events and transactions from the date of his preceding
despatch of the 5th of June, to the period when he finally left the Rangoan river.

2. A few days after the despatch of his last letter, the envoy received a confi-
dential message from the viceroy, stating, that although he himself acquiesced in
the validity of the reasons adduced by Captain Canning in support of the propriety
of his recal, he wus extremely apprehensive that the question would be received
ina very different light by the court ; that if after the repeated invitations which he
had reccived, Captain Canning returned to Bengal without visiting the capital,
the viceroy would be held responsible for his departure, and most probably be
removed from oftice. We, therefore, solicited the envoy to concert such measures
with him as might render the envoy’s return compatible with the viceroy's security.
The viceroy then proposed that Captain Canning should address a lctter to him,
stating, that severc illness prevented him from leaving Rangoon at the present
moment, but that if his health should improve, he would not fuil to proceed to
Ummeerapoora : that he should despateh a gentleman belonging to the mission
to the capital in charge of the presents for the king and the engy praw; and
lastly, that the Rangoon government should address a letter to the envoy, animad-
verting in rather harsh terms on his not having sooner proceeded up the country,
to the style of which letter the envoy was to pay no attention. The viceroy con-
cluded by requesting a personal conference.

3. The envoy in reply, after expressing his desire to afford the viceroy every
degree of assistance compatible with his duty and consistent with truth, stated the
impracticability of his feigning indisposition, or of despatching a gentleman of the
mission to he capital, though he had no objection to the transmission of the pre-
sents; and that with regard to the Rangoon government writing a letter couched
in harsh and improper terms, he should be constrained to return such a reply as
would little promote the viceroy's views.

4. In consequence of this communication, the letter which the viceroy actually
addressed to Captain Canning was framed in unobjectionable terms ; it mercly
referred to the frequent invitations which the king had sent to him, and intimated
the viceroy’s wish to be informed when Captain Canning would be enabled to leave
Rangoon and prosecute his journey towards the capital.

5. On the 15th of June, the day appointed for the conference, the envoy waited
on the viceroy.

6. The viceroy commenced the conversation by observing, that the king of Ava
considered his will as absolute, and disrcgarding the forms and usages of other
nations, expected his commands to be unreservedly obeyed ; that the King had sent
Captain Canning three invitations (or orders, as the viceroy termed them,) to pro-
ceed to court, and would hold the viceroy responsible for their being declined ;
that he should regret that matters should proceed to extremity, which would
involve a war between the two countries; that he must therefore rely upon the
envoy's co-operation for the purpose of preserving undisturbed the relations of
peace and harmony, and at the same time of securing the viceroy from the danger
to which their interruption would subject him; that an opportunity now offered of
effecting these objects in the reply which the envoy might return to the viceroy's
letter, which would be forwarded to the court ; that if the envoy objected to his
proposal of counterfeiting sickness, he should permit onc of the gentlemen of his
spite to proceed to court in charge of the presents, or at least an officer or :mds}up-
man of the Malabar, and countenance pretended indisposition on the part of his
interpreter and a proportion of his attendants. The viceroy likewise suggested
some other cxcuses for the suspension of Captain Canning’s departure.

7. Considerations of humane regard far the viceroy, and an anxiety to obviate

every possible ground of misunderstanding between the two states, to prevent agita-
360‘ tion

Despatoh from
Gov.Gen. in counail, -
21 Octaber 1814,

Secret Cons.
25 Sept. N° 1



Despatch from

Qov.Gen. in council,
91 October 1812.

—

72 'PAPERS RELATING TO [ Burmese

tion at Rangoon, and to insure the safety and welfare of the Europeans residing there
after his departure, induced Captain Canning to neglect no means of announcing to
the court with caution and circumspection his resolution to return without visiting
Ummeerapoora ; after some conciliatory expressions therefore he observed, that he
would hardly believe that the king could entertain the supposition that an envoy
from a great and powerful state would be influenced rather by the king’s orders than
by the instructions of his own governinent, or that his majesty would be offended
at orders of recal being sent to the envoy when the motives of them were explained
in the most friendly and satisfuctory manner, or would impute blame to the viceroy
for not carrying into effect commands which he had not the power to enforce.
Captain Canning then procecded to point out the consequences which must result
from an attempt on the part of the local government to execute any violent orders,
in the possible event of any such being received from the court,—the destruction
of ‘the town by the guns of the Malabar, the loss of numerous lives, inevitable
war between the two nations, and all these hazards, the envoy added, would be
incurred, with a very faint if any prospect of success, in scizing the individuals
belonging to the British mission. The envoy concluded as he had begun, with
conciliatory assurances, and stated, that as his chief interpreter was in fuct seriously
indisposed, several of his people ill, and his provisions and mcdicines nearly
exhausted, he would not object to state those circumstances to the local govermnent
as reasons for not proceeding immediately up the country, without however atlord-
ing cause for the supposition that his visit to the capital depended upon the removal
of those obstacles. The cnvoy also consented to send his sub-interpreter to
Ummeerapoora in charge of the presents, the adoption of which measure the
envoy conceived would convey most unequivocally and with the greatest delicacy
his intention of not proceeding thither himsclf. The viceroy appeared satisfied
with this discourse, and the envoy on the following day addressed a letter in the
spirit of it to the viceroy, by whom a copy of it was shortly after despatched to
Ummeerapoora.

8. Copics of the letters above referred to, marked N* 1 & 2, are annexed to
Captain Canning’s report.

9. The viceroy's conduct continued to be marked by temperance and propriety
until the arrival of an Arab ship in the river, the hoat of which, according to the
Eractice observed by the envoy's orders since the attempt to seize his despatches

y the Anne, had been taken alongside the Malabar cruizer, for the purpose of
securing the carliest intelligence of the arrival of vessels in the port.  The viceroy
on this occasion addressed a very intemperate letter to Captain Canning, asserting
that the detention of the boat was a violation of the rules of the port. Captain
Canning, anxious to fulfil the pacific views of the British government, directed
the commander of the Malabar to abstain in future from carrying boats close to
the cruizer, and to be satisfied with the information which he might obtain from
them in open stream.

10. A translation of the viceroy's letter to the envoy is annexed to Captain
Canning’s report, N°* 4; and your honourable court will obscrve, that the prudent
and dignified reply returned by Captain Canning, had the effect of inducing the
viceroy to express his contrition for the exceptionable style of his letter.

11. On the 26th of July the honourable company’s cruiser Amboyna arrived at
the entrance of the river, and her commander Captain Syell having embarked in
a boat for the purpose of delivering his despatches to the envoy, was detained at

the Chokey.

12. On learning this intelligence, the envoy addressed a &pirited remonstrance
to the viceroy, and despatched an armed boat in order to effect Captain Syell’s
release; the envoy reflecting however that the detention of Captain Syell might
possibly have taken place without the orders of the viceroy, instructed the officer in
charge of the boat not to proceed immediately to release Captain Syell by absolute
force, but, in the event of the Burmese chokeydars refusing to liberate him, tc
limit his exertions to the protection of Captain Syell’s person, and the securing of
his despatches until further orders.

13. On receiving the envoy's message the viceroy manifested a resentment
against the conduct of the people of the Chokey, which Captain Canning had
every reason to believe sincere, and immediately issued orders for the release of

Captain
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Captain Syell, and directed that the persons in charge of the Chokey should be _ Despeteh front
i ant ¢ : : Gov.Gen. in council,

sent up to the town for punishment; as however the viceroy had publicly ~2% %00 St

disavowed their proceedings, and offered every atonement, the envoy did not think _

proper to demand any further satisfaction.

14. When the envoy visited the viceroy for the purpose of communicating to
him the positive orders of recal, which our instructions of the 25th of June, trans-
mitted by the Amboyna, conveyed to Captain Canning, and from the letters from
the governor-general to the address of the viceroy and the king, which accompanied
our instructions of the 2d of May, forwarded by the honourable company’s cruizer
Ariel, the viceroy manifested great uneasiness on hearing the intelligence, asserted
that Captain Canning’s departure would be the signal for his own removal from office,
or even greater punishment ; he again solicited Captain Canning’s aid to relieve
him from some sharc of responsibility, by consenting to adopt his former suggestion
with respect to pretended indisposition; he stated that he dzily expected the
arrival of a fifth order from the court, which might possibly be of a violent nature,
and convinced that he could not eaforce compliance on Captain Canning's part, he
requested that Captain Canning would not take offence at a few shots being fired
at the departing vessel, by which he should establish his own exculpation, and he
and Captain Canning part with mutual satisfaction and advantage.

15. In reply to this ridiculous proposal the envoy observed, that the execution
of the viceroy’s scheme would produce all the evil effects of which he had before
warned him, in the same degree as if real opposition were intended, and havin
pointed out to him its absurd and pernicious tendency, the viceroy abandoned the
project.

e —— \,,...__._.’

16. Captain Canning then proceeded to communicate to the viceroy the in-
telligence of Kingberring's second invasion of Arracan, and the measures which
had been adopted by the British government, in order to defeat his designs; the
viceroy appeared wholly ignorant of Kingberring’s renewed aggressions, but
manifested great reluctance to belisve that every practicable exertions had been
employed by the British government for his apprehension. The expression of these
doubts drew from Captain Canning a full explanation of the circumstances of the
case, and the viceroy adverting to the reward offered for the apprehension of
Kingherring and his principal associates, inquired whether they would be delivered
up if apprchended; to this question the envoy replied by the recapitulation of his
former arguments on the subject, and by stating the insuperable objection entertained
by the British government to deliver up their fellow-creatures to torments, at the
contemplation of which human nature revolted. ’

17. To the question of the viceroy, why a reward had been offered for the
apprehension of Kingberring and his assoctates, when it wus not our intention to
deliver them up? the envoy replied, that a regard for the tranquillity of its own
dominions, and a desire to secure, as far as practicable, the security of the territory
of its ally, the king of Ava, from aggression, were the objects of the British
government, in endeavouring to obtain possession of Kingberring's person.  The
envoy added, however, that he had received no authority to discuss that point. and
that if the king of Ava had claiins on that or any other subject to make on the British
government, it was expected that he would send an ambassador to Bengal for that
purposc ; but Captain Canning took the oppertunity of advising the viceroy, in the
event of such a project being contemplated, to depute a person of rank and
respectability, as no beneficial end would be obtained by the mission, as in a recent
instance, of a person of low and mean degree.

18. The viceroy answered, that it was his intention to depute an envoy on the
part of the king, to demand the surrender of the rebel chiefs, and that he would
certainly select an officer of proper rank.

19. On the 315t of July two of the principal officers of the heir apparent arrived
at Rangoon from the capital, bearing the fifth order expected by the viceroy, the
were stated to have been deputed for the purpose of ascertaining the cause whicf;
occasioned the delay in the cnvoy's proceeding to court, and to have brought an
order to the viceroy, simply expressing surprise at the mission not having reached the
capital, and directing him to send the envoy and suite up without further loss of time.

20. The deputies waited on Captain Canning, and with an appearance of g-cat
secrecy and caution, delivered to him a letter to his address from the engy praw,
notifying that the king had removed the p’rrcseut viceroy for having refused to pt;y

300. e
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the amount demanded by the envoy on account of the ship Elephant, and the
reappointment of his predecessor Meendy Tekein in hisroom. The deputics alleged
as a reason for their injunctions of secrecy, that it had not been deemed expedient
as yet to communicate even to the viceroy himself the information of his super-
cession, and they added that they were authorized to make a communication to
the envoy on the part of the engy praw, which they desired should be considered
as equally confidential.

21. The communication however was merely a repetition of their previous
message, and a renewed expression of the high regard and esteem which the heir
apparent entertained for Captain Canning.

22. On the envoy’s inquiring whether the deputies were apprised of the attempt
on the part of the viceroy to seize his person, they replied that they had heard that
the envoy being anxious to Frocecd to the capital before the receipt of orders,
expected by the viceroy, the latter had ordered the gates of the town to be closed
in order to prevent him from carrying his design into execution. The deputies
added that this conduct on the part of the viceroy operated as an additional motive
with the engy praw for superseding him.

23. The envoy, although he had no reason to be entirely satisfied with the con-
duct of the viceroy, yet as he had latterly manifested a friendly and cordial
d:sposition towards the mission, felt reluctant to complain of his behaviour ;
Captain Canning therefore expressed in general terms his acknowledgments for
the kindness of his majesty, and the prince’s wish for his presence at the capital,
and apprised the deputies that circumstances prevented him from availing himself
of their invitation.

24. With respect to the money on account of the ship Elephant, the envoy
observed that that affair had long since been satisfactorily adjusted, and with
relation to the report stated to have prevailed at court, that the viceroy had pre-
vented him from proceeding to the capital, C#ptain Canning assured the deputies
that it was totally false and unfounded.

25. The deputies listened to the first part of the envoy's reply with indifference,
but when he apprised them that the mandate of the king and the heir apparent
would occasion no change in his determination to return to Bengal without visiting
the capital, they appcared to be equally surprised and confounded.

26. The envoy afterwards discovered the cause of the extraordinary emotion
evinced by the deputies to be, that they were charged with secret orders to the
viceroy, directing him to send up the envoy by force if persuasive means should
fail, as will appear in the sequel of this narrative.

27. From what passed at this conference, and from the intelligence collected
from other quarters, the envoy ascertained that the renewed aggression of King-
berring was cither not known at the period of the departure of the deputies from
the capital, or had excited little or no sensation at the court.

28. On the 3d of August the envoy received a letter from the viceroy and the
members of government, (narked N): 8 of the enclosures annexed to Captain
Canning’s report,) stating that the communications of the governor-general were
perfectly satistactory to the local government, and that they had no doubt that
the tenor of them would excite a similar sentiment in the mind of the king.

29. The 4th of August and the following days were occupied in conferences
and ceremonies, which it does not appear necessary to describe in this place, we
beg leave, therefore, to refer your honourable court to the 1gth and following
paragraphs of Captain Canning's report for a detail of them.

30. The envoy having for some days suspected that the orders brought by the
deputies contairied some particulars of which he had not been apprised, either by
them or the viceroy, successfully exerted his endeavours to attain an accurate
knowledge of the nature and cxtent of the orders in question, and ascertained that
the engy praw, by command of the king, had, through the deputies, conveyed a
positive injunction to the viceroy, directing him, if possible, to send up, without
delay, the envoy and his chief interpreter by persuasive means, but in the event of
their failure to uge force. - Captain Canning learned, at the same time, that the
viceray had communicated the above orders to the ragoon and two members of

the
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the government only, and after dwelling on the danger with which any attempt to
seize the individuals of the mission would be attended, declared his determination
to dismiss the envoy with every mark of friendship and regard, taking on himself
the whole responsibility of the procedure. The members whom he consulted
signified their concurrence in the measures which he proposed to adopt.

31. On the 11th of August Captain Canning paid his last visit to the viceroy,
employing his usual precautions to prevent treachery, and to defeat any open
attempt to detain him; no such atterapt, however, was made, which may be attri-
buted, in a great degree, to the precautions adopted by the envoy. ‘

32. After some friendly conversation, Captain Canning apprised the viceroy
that he was acquainted with the full extent o?tlxe orders brought by the deputits,
and stated that, us a mark of confidence, he expected an account of them from the
viceroy himself. The viceroy appearcd surprised at Captain Canning’s commu-
nication, but acknowledged the accuracy of his intelligence, admitting that tLe
orders even went so far as to authorize the imposition of manacles on Captain
Canning and the hcud interpreter, in the event of resistance. He repeated, how-
ever, lus conviction of the folly of any such attempt, and his resolution to
maintain his promise of abstaining from any act of violence. He added, that he
was aware he hazarded the displeasure of his superiors; but that he was con-
vinced that his majesty and the prince would hereafter approve his moderation.

33- To a question addressed to him by the envoy, relative to the probable
situation of the British inhabitants at Rangoon after the departure of the mission,
the viceroy replied that Captain Canning need be under no apprehension for the
security of the British inhabitants, for as long as the viceroy remained at Rangoon
the British residents might rely on the most friendly protection.

34. The next day the viceroy transmitted to the envoy a copy of the letter
which he proposed to address to the governor-general, in reply to his lordship's
letter to his address received by the Amboyna.

35. That document is marked N° g of the enclosures annexed to Captain
Canning’s report, and we cntirely concur in the opinion expressed by Captain
ing’s report, rely 1e op P y Cap

Cunning of the sincere and satisfactory tenor of it.

36. On the 14th of August the appointment of Meendy Tekein (the former
viceroy) te be viceroy of Rangoon was formally promulgated, and on the 16th,
after some delay in procuring pilots, the mission quitted, without opposition, the
Rangoon river.

37. Captain Canning’s report concludes with some judicious obscrvations on
the relative state of affairs between the British government and the kingdom of
Ava, and conveys much interesting information respecting some recent occurrences
which have taken place in that country, submitting at the same time, for our
consideration, the cxpediency of putting a stop to the trade between the two
countries, as a measure calculated to humble the pride of the Ava government,
without procceding to hostilities, if, notwithstanding the provocations we had
reccived, we should be averse to that extreme proceeding.

38. For the details of those communications, we beg leave to refer your
honourable court to the document itself.

39. It is sufficient to observe, with respect to Captain Canning's proposition,
that we have not judged it nccessary to render the proceedings of the court
a ground of war, and that the modified hostility suggested by the envoy, does not
by any mcans appear to us to be expedicnt.

40. In our address to the secret committee of the 2d instant, we have already
stated our sentiments on the result of Cuptain Canning’s mission; it only ramains,
therefore, to notice the reply, which was addressed to Captain Canning, under our
orders to the report of his concluding proceedings.

41. We did not consider it necessary to advert specifically to all the warious
events and proceedings to which the report related, since none of them suggested
any observations inconsistent with the renewed expression of that high approba-
tion of his conduct, which we had repeatedly had occasion to record during the-

continuance of Captain Canning’s mission, and as no further measures found(:%e onl:
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them were in our contemplation. But we intimated to Captain Canning our
» opinion, that he had observed the same system of vigilant and successful attention
to the honour and interests of the government in the course of the transactions
described in his final report which distinguished his anterior proceedings, and
that he had carried into execution our last instructions on the subject of his recal
from Rangoon with a degree of judgment and ability, rendered highly conspicuous
by the obstacles which opposed his departure, on terms compatible with the
maintenance of amity between the two states, but which his prudence and address
succeeded in surmounting, without compromising the dignity or interests of the

British government, or hazarding the occurrence of ulterior evils.

42. We observed, that we considered Captain Canning not only to have
accomplished the objects of his mission in the utmost degree practicable under the
disadvantages and difficulties arising from the ignorance and arrogance of the
barbarous government to which he had been accredited, by cstabfishing at the
courts of Ummeerapoora and Rangoon the belief which, independently of his
mission, they could not easily have been induced to admit, that the British
government had no concern in the invasion of Kingberring, and by obtaining in
consequence the recal of the Burmese troops from the frontier of Chittagong ; but
to have rendered his mission subservient to purposes of a more gencral and com-
prehensive nature, by inspiring the Burmese authorities with juster notions of the
character, principles, arid power of the British government, by exacting the respect
which was due to it, by supplying to those authorities motives of conduct
calculated to restrain the ebullitions of their accustomed insolence and haughtiness,
and to render practicable, a continuance of the intercourses of amity between the
two states, and by acquiring that intimate knowledge of the internal condition
of the dominion of Ava, the character of its government, and the state of its power
and resources, which future events may render essentially important to the
interests of the public service.

43. The reply then procceded to notice with approbation some particular points
of Captain Canning’s conduct, and acknowledged, with duc commendation, the
envoy's report of the meritorious behaviour of the gentlemen attached to or
connected with the mission, and of the troops composing his escort.

44. The reply above quoted, is recorded on the consultation of the annexed
date.

45. On a review of the scveral reports of Captain Canning’s proceedings in the
course of his arduous mission, your honourable court will doubtless concur in the
opinion which we have the honour to state, that under circumstances of singular
difficulty and embarrassment, and even of personal danger, Captain Canning has
successfully maii:tained the honour of the British name, and the dignity of the
British government, and has manifested a degree of firmness, resolution, and
judgment, equally creditable to his personal and his official character; that he has
defeated the eflorts of intinidation, and counteracted the arts of treachery; that
he has vindicated the rights of the Dritish government, by maintaining the credit
of its assertions and its principles, and by exacting atonements for every violation
of the privileges of his ministerial ofhice, and amidst the provocations of an
ignorant, weak, and uncivilized court, has precluded the inconvenient necessity
of chastizing its presumption, and preserved, unimpaired, the relations of peace,
without any sacrifice of 1nterest or of honour.

46. In our letter to the honourable the secret committee of the 2d instant,
we adverted to the circumstance of Kingberring having cmerged from his
concealment, and his having, with a few followers. committed depredations in the
southern parts of the province of Chittagong; little change has taken place ia the
state of affairs in that quarter since the date of that despatch. The exertions
of the magistrate for the apprehension of Kingberring, have not yet proved
successful ; but one of the detachments employed against the insurgents, had
obtained possession of the person of Masoom Shekdar, the manager of an estate
on the southern frontier of Chittagong, who espoused the cause of Kingberring,
and wasinstrumental in collecting from that estate a body of Mugs, which enabled

the latter to undertake his last unsuccesstul cexpedition into Arracan.

47. We shall now proceed to advert, in detail, to such parts of the correspond-
ence with the magistrate of Chittagong as appear to require particular notice, in
continuation of our despatch dated the 1st of August last.

48. On
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48. On the consultation noted in the margin, are recorded two despatches from
the magistrate of Chittagong, on the subject of the increased audacity of King-
berring’s depredations in the southern part of that district, and reporting the
additional measures which the magistrate had adopted for the purpose of seizing
his person and expelling his followers from the company’s territory.

49. It appears that two of the civil native offticers had been ol»]ig;-d to quit their
stations in consequence of the approach of numerous bodies of armed Mugs.

50. Mr. Pechell judiciously despatched a detachment of the provincial battalion
stationed at Chittagong, to the quarter infested by the marauders, and intimated
the eventual necessity of employing a body of regular troops against the Mugs ;
but adverting to the unhealthy scason of the year for military operations, the
malignant climate which the troops would encounter in advancing to the south-
ward in pursuit of Kingberring, and the little prospect of success which could be
expected from the operations of regular troops in a closc and pestilential country
aguinst a body of plunderers possessing the advantage of superior local knowledge,
we did not deem it advisable to authorize the march of a body of regulars for that
purpose.

51. The reinforced party stationed to the southward, fell in with a body of
Kingberring's adhcrents, and after a slight skirmish seized twelve persons ; the
rest sought their safety in flight. Adverting to past transactions, and the present
state of affairs on the frontier of Chittagong, we deemed it proper to reinforce the
troops at that station, and arrangements have accordingly been made for that
purpose.

52. The despatches from the magristrate, copies of which are transmitted sepa-
rate numbers in this despatch, contain the latest intelligence we have reccived of
the state of affairs in that quarter.

53. We have alrcady noticed the seizure of Masoom Sheekdar, for whose appre-
hension a reward of 1,000 rupees had been offered. The circumstances of another
skirmish between the force stationed to the southward and a party of Kingberring's
people, and the particulars of the burning and plunder, by a body of Mugs, of the
village belonging to Mooruntwunga, the proprietor of the estate of which Masoom
was manager, are rcported in these despatches.

54. The magistrate, in reporting the seizure of Masoom, requested instructions
with respect to the assignment and distribution of the reward promised for the
apprehension of that person, and the disposal of the prisoners who had lately been

taken by the detachment posted to the southward.

55. We directed the magistrate to be mformed that we should suspend our
decision relative to the appropriation of the reward, until he should have furnished
a detailed report, specifying the number and description of persons concerned in
the apprehension of Masoom, and the circumstances under which it was effected.
‘We authorized him to exercisc his discretion regarding the disposal of the pri-
soners taken in the first skirmish, alluded to in the preceding paragraphs, but with
respect to the three surviving prisoners who were seized after the audacious out-
rage perpetrated on the village of Mooruntwunga, we desired him to commit
them for trial according to the usual process.

56. In the course of these transactions we received a despatch from the magis-
trate, recorded as per margin, enclosing copies of instructions, which, in conse-
quence of his having learned that a body of Mug chiefs at Con’s bazaar meditated
the project of joining Kingberring, he had issued through the commanding officer
of the Chittagong provincial battalion, to the native officer commanding the party
stationcd to the southward, directing him to endeavour to seize them by a most
unwarrantable stratagem, which in the sudden emergency of the case the
m%gistrate suggested without due reflection.

57. Tt appeared that the magistrate had devised and sanctioned the project of
inviting those chiefs to an amicable confercnce with the soubadar of the detach-
ment of the provincial battalion, Mooruntwunga, and the chief native civil officer,
for the ostensible purpose of hearing read a proclamation which had lately been
issued under the orders of government, but with the real design of seizing their
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58. The formation of this project excited in our minds the utmost degree of

» eoncern, as we could not but consider it to be in its nature highly disgraceful to

the character of the British government, and we deemed it indispensably necessary
to manifest our disapprobation in the most unqualified inanner.

59. In reply to the notification of this indiscreet and highly exceptionable pro-
Ject, thercfore, we desired our chief secrctary to state, that we could not express in
terms too forcible our utter disapprobation of a system of procecding so adverse to
the principles of a British administration, so injurious to the British character, and
80 inconsistent with the maxims of public faith and honour, that to entice persons
under the mask of amity, and consequently under an implied pledge of security,
to meet the officers of government with the deliberate intention of seizing them,
was a procecding that no degree of gwilt an their part, no considerations of
expediency, advantage or security, on the part of government, could justify—that
it was a procecding which could alone be classed among the insidious practices
of rude and barbarous states, which by every civilized nation were contemplated
with sentiments of detestation.

60. It was obscrved to Mr. Pechell, that we were the more surprised at his
adopting a measure of this description, because he had been already apprised, by
Instructions transmitted to him in the month of March last, of the solicitude of
government to abstain from the slightest deviation from the straight path of candour
and fair dealing in all its transactions; on that occasion we had signified our dis-
approbation of his having adopted even the language of ambiguity in a letter to
the rajah of Arracan, for the avowed purpose of deception, although the objeet of it
was to prevent the irruption of the Burmese army into the province of Chittagong,
at a time when the province was destitute of adequate defence.

61. Ilaving adverted to those instructions we observed, that if unfortunately the
stratagem described by the magistrate should have been carried into successful
execution, the evil would not be confined to the degradation of the British cha-
racter ; that the persons so seized must be immediately released, and their release
would not only afford them the opportunity of joining the insurgents, but would
add to the belief which the officers of the Burmese government already enter-
tained, and which we had so diligently laboured to counteract, that we indirectly
supported and encouraged the hostile projects of Kingberring.

62. It was then added, that in the event contemplated, the necessity of dis-
avowing in a manner the most public a proceeding so injurious to the character of
the British government, would impose upon us the painful obligation of removing
the magistrate from his situation. In a contrary case, we observed, that we should
be guided in our determination of this point by the circumstances which might be
found to have attended the progress and result of that imprudent transaction.

- 63. We were happy to learn from « subsequent despatch written by Mr. Pechell
previously to the receipt of our instructions above noticed, that an accidental delay
in the soubadar’s receipt of his orders, directing the soubadar to endeavour to secure
by that unwarrantable stratagem the persons of the Mug chiefs at Con’s bazaar,
having taken place, circumstances had induced him to revoke those orders. Shortly
afterwards we received the letter from Mr DPechell, recorded as per margin,
expressing his extreme concern at having incurred our displeasure in drdering the
seizure of the Mug chiefs by stratagem, and affording some explanations of the
motives which had influenced him to adopt a measure so highly repugnant to our
wishes, and earnestly soliciting that our sentence of removal might be revoked.

64. It was intimated to the magistrate in reply, that our reselution eventually
to remove bim from his office was not adopted as a measure of punishment, but
for the purpose of vindicating the character of the government, which, by the
actual execution of the project devised by him for the apprehension of the persons
in question, would have sustained an injury that the most public disavowal and
the most marked disapprobation of the act could alone have repaired ; we thete-
fore stated, that it was highly satisfuctory to us to find that the circumstances which
fortunately prevented the execution of that project had precluded the necessity of
carrying into effect our provisional resolution of removing him from office.

- 6:5. I'n extenuation of his conduct, Mr. Pechell had endeavoured to establish a
distinction between the admissibility of measures of deception pursued with respect
to
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to a foreign state, and of stratagems adopted in matters of police. We could not
however admit the solidity of this distinction. We observed, that the obligations
of faith and probity were equally binding in the foreign and domestic transactions of
a government ; and that the orders which we had conveyed to him in the month of
March last were considercd by us to have furnished a rule of conduct applicable
to the cases of the Mug chiefs, because those orders referred to gencral principles
of probity which could not vary with their object.

66. We gave Mr. Pechell full credit for motives of public zeal, and for purity
of intention, in the adoption of the measure which we had condemned, and expressed
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our willingness to admit, that with u mind intent on the importance of the object

in view, the emergency of the occasion excluded from his contemplation those
fundamental principles of conduct which under other circumstances would doubt-
less have occurred to his recollection.

67. It is superfluous to add, that as the project devised by the magistrate had
not been carried into effect, we did not find it necessary to remove him from his

office.

68. According to the latest accounts from Chittagong, Kingberring was reported
to be in the vicinity of Con’s bazaar with a force of about 120 men.
We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable Sirs,
your most faithful humble servants,

Minto,

J. Lumsden,

H. Colebrooke.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Sceret Committee of the Court of Directors of
the East India Company ; dated 18th November 1812.

69. WE have no particular information to state with regard to the frontier of
Chittagong; Kingberring and his followers continuc to commit depredations, and
their numbers are said to be increasing. It seems to be the continued object of
his policy to compel the Mugs residing in Chittagong to join him, and he has
actually succeeded in forcing many of the Mugs of Con’s bazaar to do so. The
season of the year will shortly admit of the adoption of more vigorous measures
than have been practicable for some months past, for the repression of these petty
disturbances.

70. The post of Ramoo has been rcinforced to the utmost extent practicable in
the present limited strength of the military force in Chittagong, and will be com-
manded by an European officer.  We have every reason to be satisfied with the
attention and activity of the magistrate. No other subject occurs to us as requiring
the particular attention of your honourable committee at the present moment.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 5th Fcbruary 1813.

Honourable Sirs,

IN our letter to your honourable court under date the 21st October last, we
transmitted the latest intelligence which we had received from the magistrate of
Chittagong, of the state of affairs in that quarter. At that period the insurgent
chief, Kingberring, who had shortly beforc emerged from his concealment, was
again employed in collecting a force for the purpose of making another descent on
Arracan. Parties of the insurgents werc actively engaged in carrying off the Mug
inhabitants of the villages in the southern parts of Chittagong, whom they com-
Eellcd to join Kingberring’s standard, and had possessed themselves of most of the

ills and jungles below Con's bazaar. On one occasion a party which had-pro-
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ceeded in their boats up to Hurrung, headed by a son-in-law of Kingberring,
named Charipo, was surprised by a naick and eight sepoys, who succeeded In
securing the person of the leader.

2. In a letter reccived from the magistrate, recorded as per margin, Mr. Pechell
expressed his suspicions of the proceedings of the Mugs residing at Con’s bazaar,
who, it appeared from the reports transmitted to the magistratc by the darogah
stationed at Jeiknauf, were secretly supplying Kingberring with the means of
prosecuting his designs against Arracan.

3. The increasing force of Kingberring, and the new system which he adopted,
of committing depredations within our own territories, having suggested to the
magistrate the necessity of adopting active measures against him, he recommended
that a cruizer of a small size should be stationed at the mouth of the nauf, in order
to prevent his entering the province of Arracan with any considerable body, and
that the party at Ramoo should be reinforced. The magistrate, at the same time,
stated his intention of eventually applying to the ofticer commanding the station to
depute an European officer to command at that post.

4. Adverting to the obvious necessity of reinforcing the detachments to the
southward without any delay, we authorized the magistrate, on the 13th of
November, to engage berkandazes to perform the duty of the stationary guard, by
which means the details of the provincial battalions employed on that duty would
become available, until the arrival of the right wing of the sccond battalion ninth
regiment, which was then in progress towards Chittagong. We also approved of
the magistrate’s intention to apply to the commanding officer to depute an Euro-
pean officer to the post at Ramoo.

5. On the consultation noted in the margin arc recorded four despatches from
the magistrate of Chittagong, containing details of the proceedings of the insur-
gents at Ramoo, and other places to the southward of the district, together with
the several measures adopted by him in concert with the commanding officer of the
troops, for the suppression of those disturbances. A European officer having
been detached to that quarter with reinforcements, according to the intention
stated by the magistrate as above reported, Licutenant Young, the officer com-
manding the party, procceded against the insurgents, and having come up with
them at Con’s bazaar, attacked them with great spirit, and compelled them to take
to flight, leaving behind them a number of boats and stores, which they had col-
lected for the purpose of renewing their attempts on Arracan. The circumstances
of this affair are stated in a letter from the magistrate, recorded as per margin.
Kingberring, who commanded the insurgents in person, madc his escape with
about 1,000 followers, in the jungles to the south of Con's bazaar, from whence he
proceeded along the sea coast to the Raizoo river. where he had some boats, in
which he crossed to the opposite side, when he destroyed his boats to prevent a
pursuit. In a letter also recorded on the same consultation, the magistrate re-
ported that the Mugs were deserting Kingberring in great numbers, and stated his
opinion that he would soon be left by all but his own actual partizans.

6. By subsequent despatches received from the magistrate under date the 28th
and 30th December last, it appears that after his overthrow by Lieutcnant Young's
party, Kingberring had attempted to penetrate with the followers who remained
attached to him into Arracan, and that he had been attacked and defeated by the
Burmahs, who had destroyed his stockade at Mangallagonee, which he considered
as his only place of safety, and compelled him to scek refuge in the hills and
jungles to the northward and eastward. It being supposed that he might proceed
in the direction of the Tipperah hills, and obtain protection from the rajah of
Tipperah. Mr. Pechell stated his intention of addressing the magistrate of that
district on the subject.

7. Our last accounts received from Mr. Pechell since that period afford no infor-
mation of the place of Kingberring’s concealment, but measures continue to be
employed for his discovery and apprehension.

8. In the beginning of the month of January the magistrate of Chittagong
received information from the officer commanding to the southward, that a party
of the Burmahs who had driven back Kingberring, and destroyed his stockade at
Mangallagonee, had entered the British territory in pursuit of the fugitives, and

were
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were committing acts of depredation and violence in the villages in that quarter.  Despatch from
The magistrate further reported, that the rajul of Arracan was procecding with ("(’vl}(:!f;:;;:.] c;’;:'?"’
a force under his command to the stockade at Mengdoo, on the frontier. 5_ 7

—

;

9. On the receipt of this information, the principal object of our attention was
to reinforee the troops in Chittagong to the utmost practicable extent.  For this
purpose we issued orders to the officer commanding the left wing of the second
batallion, ninth regiment, which had marched from Birhampore, to push on to
Chittagong, cither by land or water, as might be best suited to the object of the
expedition,

10. As a further measure of reinforcement under the actual difhiculty of sending
regular troops to Chittagong, orders were issued for as large a proportion of the
acca provincial battalion as could be considered available, by substituting bur-
kendazes and armed pcons for the guards, to proceed immediately to Chittagong,
where it was to be at the disposal of Licutenant-colonel Dick, commanding the
station. With the increased means of defence which these reinforcements would
place in the hands of Licutenant-coloncl Dick, that oflicer would have it in his
power to detach such a force to the southern parts of the district as would effectually
prevent the further incursions of the Burmese, and be able to repel any force which
might be expected to be brought against it. We, at the same time, apprised the
magistrate in the most distinct manner, that it was our intention that the operations
of our force should be confined to attacking and driving beyond the frontier any
parties of Burmese who might enter the company’s territory, and that no attempt
should be made on our part to enter Artacan without further orders from us. We
observed, that although we had repeated experience of the inutility of corres-
pondence with the Burmese chicfs, yet the violation of our territory in the pre-
sent instance could not be suffered to pass unnoticed, and that therefore it was
proper again to warn the rajuh of Arracun of the inevitable and immediate con-
sequences of a repetition of acts of outrage similar to that which had recently
occurred, previously to undertaking oftfensive operations against him.

11. We directed the magistrate to address a letter to the rajah, remonstrating
in strong terms against the unjustifiable violation of the British termtory by the
advance of a party of Burmese troops into the district of Chittagong, apprising
him of the orders which had been already issued for repelling them by force, ex-
pressing to the rajah our surprise and displeasure at his advancing to the frontier and
taking up a threatening position, apparently with no other object than to support
and encourage the troops which had entered the provinee of Chittagongy, calling
upon him not only to issue immediate orders to the advanced parties to withdraw,
but to retire himself with the force under his command, and finally signifying to
him in the most decided terms that his continuing to menace and to execute similar
acts of aggression, would be considered as an indication on his part that the two
countries are no longer at peace, for the consequences of which he alone would
be responsible.

12. We stated to the magistrate that we concewved that a remonstrance of the
nature above described might produce some inpression upon the rajah. If, how-
ever, the rajah should persist in the hostile and insulting line of conduct which he
had lately pursued, we signified our determination to adopt active and decided
measures for bringing him to a sense of the duty which he owed equally to his
own sovereign and to a statc on terms of triendship with him, and for preventing
the repetition of thosc vexatious, jinsulting aggressions, on the ypart of the

Burmese.

13. Subsequently to the despatch of the above instructions to the magistrate, we
had the satistaction to receive further reports from that oflicer, stating that tie
parties of the Burmese who had entered our territory had retired, and that vakeels
had been deputed from the rajah with letters to his address and that of the officer
commanding at the advanced station to the southward ; communicating also intel-
ligence which warranted a belief that the act of the party of Burmcse troops who
entered our territory was disavowed by the rajal, and had been punished by hin
in the persons of their leaders.  The rajah’s letter to the magistrate was couched in
more civil and friendly terms than he had ever before employed in his corres-
pondence, and related principally to a request that we should co-operate with Inm
and his people for the seizure of the insurgent chiefs.

360. X 14. The
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14. The tenor of the information contained in the magistrate’s despatches above
» alluded to, and especially the comparatively moderate and conciliatory tone of the
letter addressed to him by the rajah, leading to the hope of an amicable and satis-
factory termination of the affair in question, we concluded that the magistrate, on
his reccipt of the rajal’s letter to his address, would have thought it proper to sus-
pend the transmission of the remonstrance which we had directed him to address
to the rajah, as being conceived in a more peremptory style than it would be neces-
sary, under the actual circumstances of the case, to employ, the rajah appcaring to
manifest a disposition to forbear from future aggression, and to disavow and
atone for the acts of violence recently committed by the Burmese troops within our
territory.

15. We informed the magistrate, however, that it would still be necessary to
renew, but in conciliatory language, the protest of the government against the late
incursion of the Burmese, stating our belief that it was donc without the authority
or knowledge of the rajah, and that he would readily disavow it, and employ such
means as he might judge effectual to prevent the occurrence of outrage similar to
what had taken place.  We further directed the magistrate to apprise the rajah
distinctly that we viewed Kingberring as a rebel and an outlaw, and to explain to
him generally the measures which had been adopted for the dispersion of King-
berring’s followers, and the scizure of his person and of his principal adherents.
We also desired the magistrate to signify to the rajah our willing consent to his
proposition, that the forces of both governments should co-operate in measures for
the apprchension of Kingberring; observing, however, that that, co-operation
must be limited to the operations of the troops of cach state within its own terri-
tories, and that the Burmesc troops must not on any account cross the fronticr,
without « specific invitation to that effect; and declaring that the British govern-
ment would continue, as hitherto, scrupulously to observe that forbearance with
respect to the Burmese territory. We at the same time cautioned the magistrate
to be careful, in his communications with the rajah, to avoid any expression which
might be construed into an intention to deliver Kingberring or his adherents, in the
event of their apprehension, into the hands of the Burmese government ; and to
disclaim explicitly the engagement to that purport which the rajub had again, it
appeared, attempted to fasten on the British government ; stating to him that the
disposal of those persons, when apprehended, was a point which could alone be
determined by negotiation between the two states.

16. On the 29th ultimo, a despatch was received from the magistrate, reporting
that the Burmahs had continued to remain guiet, and appeared to have relin-
quished all intention of committing further aggression on our territory, but that
the rajah still maintained his position at Mungdoo stockade, on the frontier; and
that notwithstanding the civil terms in which the rajah’s letter to his address had
been couched, he bad not deemed it proper to suspend the transmission of the
remonstrance which he had been instructed by our former orders to make to
the rajah.

17. In the reply which we directed to be written to the despatch above alluded,
we informed the magistrate that it would have been satisfactory to us if it had oc-
curred to him to suspend the transmission of the remonstrance which he had been
instructed to make to the rajah, until he had been apprised of the impression
which the rajah’s letter had produced on our minds, it being obvious that the
instructions alluded to had been prepared under a very different view of the con-
duct and disposition of the rajuh from that which his last letter was calculated to
suggest. We expressed our expectation, however, that the rajah would be brought
to understand that the orders of government under which the magistrate’s letter to
his address was framed, had been issued previously to the receipt by us of the
rajah’s letter to the magistrate.

18. A further consideration of the tenor of the recent communications from Arra-
can, led us to be of opinion that the tone of the representation to the rajah might be
still further moderated, by omitting the requisition for his reticement from the
frontier, and simply requiring an assurance that he would restrain his followers
from any attempt to violate our territory, under the colour of pursuing the insur-
gents, or on any pretence whatever. We observed to the magistrate that a requisi-
tion to the rajah to withdraw histroops would not be altogether consistent with our
acquiescence on the rajah’s proposition, for the co-operation of the troops of both

governments
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governments in measures for the seizure of Kingberring and his associates, neither
did the amount we remarked of the rajah’s force, which appeared on credible au-
thority not to exceed 3,000 men, and probably was considerably short even of that
number, possess that imposing strength which would render a requisition for its
retirement a measure necessary for the security of the frontier, or for the vindica-
tion of the dignity of our government.

19. Adverting to the considcrations stated in the preceding paragraph, we
desired the magistrate in answering the rajab’s letter to state to him, that in con-
sequence of the friendly tenor of his letter, and the confidence of the British
government in his sincerity, as well as with a view of enabling him more effec-
tually to afford the co-operation of the Burmese forces in the pursuit of Kingberring,
if he should return to that quarter, he (the magistrate) had been instructed to waive
the requisition for the retirement of the troops from their advanced position.

20. In the 33d paragraph of our despatch of the 1st of August, we apprised
your honourable court, that we had contemplated an arrangement for the remeval
of certain classes of the Mug refugees from Chittagong, to some other quarter of
the honourable company’s territories.

21. The report which we have received from *he magistrate of Chittagong, on
the several points regarding the different occupations, conditions, and modes of life
of the Mugs residing in the district, and of which a copy is enclosed for the infor-
mation of youar honourable court, having enabled us to form a judgment on the
practicability and expediency of  the measure in question, we were satisfied that
it could not be carried into execution in a manner fo answer the end proposed,
and we therefore resolved to suspend all further proceedings with reference to the
prosecution of our views in that respect. The obstacles which chicfly opposed the
execution of this design were, as your honourable court will observe from the ma-
gistrate’s report, the prejudices of the Mugs themselves in favour of that part of the
district of Chittagong in which they reside, from its vicinity to their native
country, with which they continue at times 10 keep up an intercourse, and from its
similiarity in climate, soil and appearance to Arracan, abounding in hills and
juangles, which are adapted to their habits and modes of life; a vicinity to the sea
15 also stated to be considered by them to be essential to the preservation of their
hLealth, and they are said to entertam a great dislike to quitting it for any length of
time.  If these prejudices continue to maintain . powerful influence over the
minds of the Mugs, the magistrate stated his opinion, that when the meditated ar-
rangemeant should be made public, numbers of them would return into Arracan,
and would probably make a more desparate attempt than ever to recover their
country.

22. With reference to the magistrate’s remarks on what he terms the feudal
systera existing umong the Mugs, we observed that we doubted the practicability
of any sudden or violent change of that system, even if it were altogether certain
that such a change were desirable. At all events we did not deem it necessary to
authorize any active measures for the purpose of weakening or destroying the
ifluence which the sudars may at present possess over the rest of the Mug com-
munity, and which may be expected generally to decline of itself, as the inferior
classes acquire more scttled habits of Iife, addict themselves to the pursuits of
agriculture and trade, and obtain a knowledge f their rights, under the laws and
regulations of the British government. A severe example of such of their leaders
as were principally connected with Kingberring, and most active in seducing those
under their influence to join the standard of that insurgent, appeared to be the
only measure which could be adopted with the best hopes of success, in deterring
the Mug emigrants from again assisting in similar attempts, tending to disturh the
peace and amity subsisting between the two states; and we entertain a confident
persuasion that when those leaders shall have been apprehended «nd punished, no
further mcasures of scverity or cocrcion will be required to maintain the future
tranquillity of the province, and that that object will be fully attained by means of
th® ordinary military and police arrangements. A copy of our instructions to the
magistrate on this subject is enclosed for the information of your honourable court.

23. In the 53d and two following paragraphs of our letter to your honourable
court of the 21st of October last, we adverted to the scizure of a Mug sudar,
named Masoom Sheckdar, for whose apprehension a reward of 1,000 rupees had
been offcred, and stated that we had informed the magistrate that we should sus(i

360. pen

Despatch from
Gov.Geu. in council,
5 February 1813.

List of Pacquet,
No o,

List of Pacquet,
N° 3.



Despatch from
Gov.Gen. in council
5 February 1813.

84 PAPERS RELATING TO [ Burmese

pend our decision relative to the appropriation of the reward until he should haye
* furnished a report specifying the number and description of persons concerned in

\ the scizure of that person, and the circumstances under which it was effected.

Cons. 4 December,
N® 27,

24. On the proceedings noted in the margin is recorded a despatch from the
magistrate of Chittagong, in reply to our instructions, requiring the report alluded
to in the preceding paragraph. The scizure having been cffected by a party of
sepoys, we informed the magistrate that it did not appear to government (an
opinion sanctioned by the recorded sentiments of the late commander-in-chief on
a similar occasion) that any objection existed to permitting the native officers and
soldiers, who effected the apprehension of Masoom Sheckdar, to participate in
the reward. It was considered, also, to be obviously just and proper that a fair
proportion of the amount of the reward should be paid to the person or persons
who gave the information which led to the seizure of the offender. We directed
the magistrate to exercise his judgment on the proportion to be appropriated in
that manner ; and in concert with the commanding officer of the provincial bat-
talion, to which corps we understood the party belonged, to proceed to a division
of the remainder among the soubadar, havaldar and twelve sepoys, who actually
apprehended Masoom Sheckdar, in the established proportion and scale of prize
money to the different ranks. At the same time we stated to the magistrate that
we had not overlooked the suggestion contained in Captain George's letter of
the 28th October to the magistrate's address, a copy of which’is included in the
magistrate’s despatch above referred to, that the whole of the party on duty at
Ramoo should participate in the reward ; but that it did not appear to us, that
in such a case as the present, in which none of the party, cxcept those actually
employed, contributed, either by direct exertion, or by any species of co-operation
to the accomplishment of the service, any should share except the individuals on
whom the duty fell, either by rotation or selection.

25. In the 5th paragraph of this despatch, we informed your honourable court
of the successful result of the attack on the collected force of Kingberring, under
the personal command of that chief, which was made by the party under Licu-
tenant Young at Coxe’s bazaar, on which occasion almost the whole of the boats
and stores of Kingberring were taken possession of by Lieutenant Young’s party.
An application having afterwards been submitted by that officer, through the
magistrate, soliciting that the captured property should be disposed of for the
benefit of the captors, we instructed the magistrate to inform Licutenant Young,
in reply, that as a mark of the sense which we entertained of the zealous and
active exertions of his detachment, in the service on which it had been employed,
we had resolved that the grain found in the boats should be presented as a bounty
to the captors, and we accordingly authorized the magistrate to direct it to be
sold for their benefit, and the amount to be distributed according to the esta-
blished proportion and scale of shares. We did not, however, judge it proper
to authorize the grant of the boats and military stores, and we directed them to
be reserved for the disposal of government. We have since determined that
such of the boats as may not be usefui in the service of the commissariat, or in
any other department of the public service, and the disposal of which, by sale,
may not be attended with the hazard of their falling into the hands of persons
who will make an improper use of them, shall be sold, and the amount of the
proceeds paid to the captors.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable Sirs,
Your most faithful humble servants,

Minto,
N. B. Edmonstone,
Arch. Seton.

P.S. We have received information that an envoy from the viceroy of Pegu
to this government was preparing to embark at Rangoon, and may shortly he
expected to arrive. The object of his mission is to demand the surrender of
Kingberring and his principal adherents, whom the Burmese government persists
in believing, or at least asserting, to be in our possession. It would be premature

to offer to your honourable court any remarks on the nature or probable result of
this mission.
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Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort

Despatch from

William, in Bengal, to the Secret Committce of the Court of Directors of Gov-Gew. in council,

the East India Company ; dated 29th March 1813.

53. WE submitted to the honourable the court of directors, in a despatch under
date the 5th of February, a narrative of transactions in Chittagong and on the
frontier of Arracan, and up to the date of our latest advices we ‘are happy to
state that every thing in that quarter continues tranquil, and that the conduct and
proceedings of the rajah of Arracan have assumed a friendly and pacific appear-
ance. Two more of the principal insurgents, named Larungbaze and Meeza, have
been apprehended, and the magistrate expresses his hope that the seizure 'of
Kingberring will shortly be effected.

54. The march of reinforcements to the southward has been suspended, and the
advanced period of the season will probably render it expedient shortly to recal
all the regular troops to Chittagong ; the same causes will, however, necessarily
suspend any hostile operations on the part of the Burmese. We have not thought
it necessary to address the honourable committee on this subject by the present
despatch.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
William, in ‘Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 24th June 1813.

Honourable Sirs,

IN our despatch to the honourable the secret committee, dated the 2gth of
March last, we had the honour to report the tranquil state of affairs on the
frontier of Chittagong, and the friendly and pacific appearance which the conduct
of the rajah of Arracan had assumed.

2. We propose, in the present address, to resume the narrative of events
and transactions in that quarter from the 5th of February last, the date of our
last letter in this department on the subject of Chittagong afliirs up to the
present time, premising, for the satisfaction of your honourable court, that nothing,
since the date of our despatch to the honourable the sceret commitiee above
adverted *», has occurred to disturb the tranquillity which we had then the
honour to 1eport, although some circumstances tend to discourage an absolute
confidence in the amicable and satisfuctory adjustment of the questions existing
between the two states.

3. On the consultation of the 11th Febmary last is recorded a despatch from
the magistrate, communicating the answer of the rajah of Arracan to the letter
of remonstrance which the magistrate had addressed to him, under our orders, as
stated in the 16th paragraph of our address to your honourable court of the 5th
of that month.

4. The rajah’s reply, although written in a style of civility, contains little more
than a request for the surrender of the rebel chiefs. It was, however, so far satis-
factory, in comparison with the rajah’s former adiiresses, that he no longer accused
the British government of countenancing the designs of the insurgents ; but, on the
contrary, he appeared to give us credit for using our endeavours to apprchend them.
The magistrate stated, in the same despatch, that the Burmese continued quiet,

and that the trade from Arracan to Lackpore and Dacca was reviving.

5. Although the tenor of the rajah’s communications was satisfactory, and no
Farties of Burmese had attempted to cross the frontier since the month of January
ast, the magistrate nevertheless thought it proper, in communication with Colonel
Digk, the officer commanding in the district of Chittagong, to proceed ia rein-
forcing the troops stationed to the southward, so as to be ready to repel any
further incursions which the Burmese might again attempt to make into our
territory. Mr. Pechell reported, in the despatch in which the above intention is
announced, the apprehension of Larangbhye, the chief surdar attached to King-
berring’s party,—an event which he considered to be fatal to the success of any
attempts which that insurgent might again make against Arracan. Laraugbhye
306. Y was
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was one of the sirdars for whose apprchension we had offered a reward of 1,000
rupees. Mr. Pechell recommended that a similar reward should be oﬁ"ered.for
the seizure of Meizah, another of the insurgent sirdars ; an object, in his opinion,
of importance only inferior to that of Kingberring himself. We approved of Mr.
Pechell’s proposition, and authorized him to offer a reward to that amount in the
same terms as for the other sirdars.

f. On the proceedings of thc annexed date is recorded a despatch from the
magistrate, enclosing a translation of the letter which he had addressed to the
rajah of Arracan, under the instructions conveyed to him in our secretary’s letter
of the 27th and 29th January last, the substance of which huas already been
reported to your honourable court in the 17th and following paragraphs of an
address of the 5th February. Mr. Pechell transmitted, at the same time, a copy
of his letter to Lieutenant-colonel Dick, suggesting the suspension of the advance
of "a reinforcement of troops to Ramoo, with reference to the pacific appearance
which the proceedings of the Burmese had assumed, and from a wish not to
excite suspicion or distrust in the minds of their chiefs.

7. Notwithstanding the tenor of the rajah of Arracan’s recent conduct and lan-
guage, we thought it advisable to maintain a respectable force to the southward as
long as the Burmese troops should continue on the frontier. We accordingly
signified to the magistrate, that we did not consider it to be expedient to suspend
the measures which were in progress for strengthening the post of Ramoo, and
assembling an cflicient force in that quarter of the district; observing to Mr.
Pechell, that it did not appear to us to be probable that the advance of the remain-
der of the force to Ramoo would excite suspicion or apprehension in the mind of
the rajah, -since the measure must appear the natural conscquence of the recent
events, and Ramoo was at a sufficient distance from the frontier to preclude any
just ground of alarm from the presence of a force at that station. We therefore
directed that the arrangements for collecting the force at Ramoo should proceed
as formerly concerted between Mr. Pechell and Lieutenant-colonel Dick.

8. The despatch from Mr. Pechell, recorded on the consultation of the annexed
date, contains a translation of the lctter from the rajah of Arracan, in reply to Mr.
i"echell’s letter to hus address, adverted to in the 6th paragraph of this despatch.
In that letter the rajah denies that the Burmese troops had committed the out-
rages in the British territory with which they were charged in Mr. Pechell's letter
to the rajah, and ascribes them to the Mugs; the fact, however, was too notorious
to admit of a doubt, and the magistrate justly remarked, that it would have been
much more satisfactory if the rajah had disclaimed its having been committed by
his sanction, and expressed his regret at its continuance.

9. On the proccedings noted in the margin is recorded a letter from Captain
Canning, reporting intelligence reccived by two boats arrived from Arracan, of
preparations which were said to be making by the Burmese, for sending a large
force to the froutier, for the purpose of seizing Kingberring.  Although the
credibility of the intelligence was discouatenanced by the tenor of the more recent
information transmitted to us by the magistrate of Chittagong, we deemed it
proper to communicate it to Mr. Pechell, that he nught be apprised of the reports
m circulation in the territory of Ava, and might direct his attention to the means
of ascertaining their correctness or probability.

10. Your honourable court will observe, by the magistrate’s reply recorded as
per margin, that similar reports to those received by Captain Canning had been
propagated at Chittagong. Mr. Pechell expressed his disbelief of the truth of
those rumours, and stated, that he had been informed that they were circulated by
the government of Ava with a view to facilitate the surrender of the insurgent
Mugs, by exciting the fears of the Brtish government; a measure which, he
observed, might be resorted to by such a government us that of Ava as one likely
to be attended with success, from its iynorance of our principles and power.

11. On the proceedings of the consultation of the annexed date your honour-"
able court will observe a despatch from the magistrate, in which he adverts to
the pacific and conciliatory conduct of the rajah of Arracan; and observes, with
respect to the return of the Burmese troops into the interior, which had frequently
been reported to the magistrate as about to take place, that he was disposed to
hope that the rajah’s protracted stay on the frontier was occasioned by his having

to
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to wait for the orders of his government ; but that, at all events, with reference to
the advanced state of the season, were the Burmahs inclined for hostilitics, the
time would not admit of it. Their general conduct and the tenor of their recent
communications, however, did not warrant, in the magistrate’s judgment, any
apprehensions of that nature.

12. The despatches from Mr. Pechell, of the 13th and 18th March last, contain
further reports of the peaccable disposition of the Burmese, and of the return of the
principal chiefs from Mungoo's stockade into the interior, in consequence of the
King of Ava’s orders.

13. On the proceedings of the annexed date is recorded a despatch from
Mr. Pechell, enclosing a translation of a letter from the rajah of Arracan to
Lieut.-colonel Dick, renewing the demand for the surrender of the Mug sirdars ;
and in a subsequent despatch Mr. Pechell trunsmitted a letter to the same effect,
which the rajah had addressed to himself, and in reply to which he had signified
to the rajah, in conformity to our former instructions, that the surrender of the
insurgents was a question to be discussed between the two governments, and that
he had no authority to give themup.  In the same despatch Mr. Pechell reported
the arrival of a new chief in the Burmese camp, apparently 2 man of consequence,
and said to be in the confidence of the king of Ava.

14. In reply to the several despatches from Me. Pechell, above adverted to, we
observed that the real views and intentions of the Burmese government could not
be collected fromn their late proceedings in Arracan. It did wot appear to us,
however, that any serious ground of beliet existed that they meditated an attack on
the company’s territory during the present season ; and we stated our opinion, that
any such design would probably be suspended until the result of the mission which
was expected from Ava (to which we shall advert in the sequel) should be known
to the Burmese government.  We signified, at the same time, to Mr. Pechell, the
propricty of his continuing carcfully to observe the proceedings of the Burmese
force on the Nauf, and to be prepared, as far as possible in the present season, to
repel any aggression which they might venture to make.

15. The despatch from the magistrate, recorded on the consultation noted in the
margin, contains a translation of a deposition by a person employed by Mr. Pechell
to obtain intelligence in the Burmah camp, across the Nauf, stating, that a letter
had been received there from the rajah of Arracan, with the information of the
king of Ava’s intention to make a pilgrimage to Gya and Benares, attended by an
army of 40,000 men. The probability of some extravagant scheme being in the
contemplation of the Burmese government was in some measurce supported by the
narrative of a merchant of Chittagong, who had lately returned to that station from
Arracan, accompanied by the shakbunder of Arracan.  The sum of the information
collected from the merchant, for the particulars of which we refer your honourable
court to the procecdings noted in the margin, was, that a plan had been formed
by the Burmese government for uniting the principal states of India in a confederacy
against the Dritish government, with a view to expel the British force from Iadix,
and that the shakbunder was proceeding on a mission to the several courts to
negotiate and arrange the confederacy.

16. Visionary and absurd as are the schemes ascribed to the king of Ava, we
were not disposed to discredit the report of their being actually entertained by the
ignorant, arrogant, and barbarous government of that country. 1t appeared to us,
however, most probable, that the plan alluded to, of expellmg the English from
India, had been proposed to the king of Ava, or encouraged, by the shakbunder of
Arracan, or other interested persons, for the purpose of forwarding their personal
corrupt views. The merchant above mentioned having stated that the shakbunder
had actually reccived, by order of his Burmese majesty, the sumof 20,000 rupees from
the rajah of Arracan for his personul expenses, and that the money was on board
his ship, and that he believed the shakbander was also furnisbed with letters for
the governor-general and the king of Delhi, we intimated to the magistrate that

4t would be proper to take such steps as were in his power to ascertain the fact of
the money being actually on board the ship, or of the shakbunder baving in his
possession letters to any of the chiefs and princes of India. We also directed the
magistrate to iutimate to thc shakbunder, that, as the public officer of a forcign
state, it would be necessary for him to obtain the previous permission of the

British government for proceeding from Chittagong to the presidency, or e]sewh(:ﬁs.
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17. The despatch from the magistrate of the 2d instant contains the latest
intelligence we have received of the proceedings and supposed views of the
Burmese government. A fakeer, deputed by Mr. Pechell to the capital of Arracan,
for the purpose of obtaining information, having returned to Chittagong,
Mr. Pechell transmitted to us his deposition, which your honourable court will
find recorded with the magistrate’s despatch above referred to, and of which the
substance 1s, that he had conversed at the capital of Arracan with two musselmans,
who had made their escape from Ummeerapoora, and who informed him that two
sirdars had set out from the capital, one with an army of 30,000, and the other
with an army of 50,000 men; that after having marched five days journey from
Ummeerapoora, a letter had been received from the rajuh of Arracan, in conse-
quence of which the sirdars, with the armies under their command, had halted,
and that their orders were, that if' Kingberring was not delivered up during the
present rains, they were to procecd, for war had been determined on. A private
letter from Mr. Pechell, dated the g1st ultimo, contains some further communica-
tions respecting the designs ascribed to the Burmese government, in corroboration
of the magistrate’s report of the information received by him from the merchant
before alluded to, but which does not require particular notice ; your honourable
court will find Mr. Pechell’s letter recorded on the proceedings of the consultation
last referred to.

18. Your honourable court will observe, that notwithstanding the vague and
uncertain nature of the information which has been collected ou this subject, and
the extravagance and improbability of the designs ascribed to the Burmese
government, it all concurs to cstablish the belief that that government has not
abandoncd the design of insisting on, and perhaps attempting to enforce by its
supposed power, the surrender of the insurgents.  Without meaning to express
any decided expectation of such an event, we shall think it prudent to be prepared
at the close of the rains to resist any attempt which may be made by the Burmese
government Lo molest our territory, and we shall consider the best means of
effectually putting an end to this unsettled and vexatious condition of affairs, and
{o the repetition of these insults and aggressions to which, during so long a period
of time, we have been exposed.

19. We do not conccive 1t to be probable that any attempt will be made until
the Burmese government shall be apprised of the result of the mission to this
government, to which we have above referred.

20. That mission was preceded by the arrival at the presidency of an agent
attended by thirty {followers, sent by the viceroy of Pegu, by order of the king
of Ava, for the ostensible purpose of proceeding to Benares to obtain copies of
certain religious writings, and to carry back with him to Rangoon a certain
Burmah, now in Bengul, stated to have rendered himself an adept in sacred and
other learning.  For further particulars on this subject, we beg lcave to refer your
honourable court to the despatch from Captain Canning, late envoy at Ava,
recorded as per nargin, reporting the arrival of the agent at the presidency, and
to the letter from the Persian sceretary in reply, communicating to Captain
Canning our frec permission for the agent to procced to Benares, and our
resolution to provide him with a house and furniture during his stay at the
presidency.  The agent has subsequently left the presidency, and proceeded
on his destination.

21. Another private mission of a similar nature has accompanied the public
mission from Rangoon.

22. The political mission arrived at the presidency in the month of April last.
Your honourable court will observe from ihe translation of the letter from the
viceroy of Pegu, recorded us per margin, that the mission is not immediately
from the king of Ava, as we had rcason to expect it would be, but from the
viceroy above-mentioned, and consists of three members, one of whom is Anthony
George, the government intcrpreter at Rangoon, an Indian Portuguese of low
condition. Your honourable court will also observe from the report of the Persian
secretary, rccorded as per margin, that the business of the mission is confined
to delivering the viceroy's letter to the governor-general, and receiving and
carrying back his lordship’s answer. The only point of business contained in the
viceroy's letter is the renewal of the demand for the surrender of the insurgents,

Kingberring
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Kingberring, Larungbaze, Balaguin, and Naleklon. The deputies have stated Despatch from
that the object of the king of Ava in demanding the surrender of the fugitives in Gov.Gen.in cowncil,
question, is not to inflict any punishment on them, but merely to keep them in the _ %4 Jun® 1813:
power of the Burmese government, so as to prevent them from engaging in further N
attempts to subvert his Burmese majesty’s authority in the province of Arracan.

23. We propose, at an early period, to deliver to the deputies the answer to the
viceroy's letter, on which subject we shall have the honour to report to your
honourable court hereafter. No opportunity has yet occurred for the return of the
mission to Rangoon. :

24. We now return to the correspondence with the magistrate of Chittagong.

25. In the despatch recorded as per margin, Mr. Pechell reports the death of  Secret Cons.

Larungbaze, one of the chief insurgent sirdars, of whose apprehension we had the 38 May, N* 75
honour to apprise your honourable court in the fifth paragraph of this address.
Mr. Pechell also states that he has received information of Kingberring being in the
hills, on the uninhabited part of the Chittagong district, and that he had renewed his
correspondence with the Mugs at Coxe’s bazaar. Accounts have also been received
by Mr. Pechell of a battle having taken place between Kingberring and one of his
chieftains who had lately separated from him, an event which the magistrate
observes, if confirmed, will warrant a hope that the adherents of that insurgent
chief are beginning to grow weary of a mode of life, which produces nothing but
present har(%ship and personal deprivation, and will entail on them future punish-
ment and ruin.

26. Your honourable court will find in Mr. Pechell’s despatches, reports of the
attempts which had been made at different times to seize Kingberring without
success. It is satisfactory to observe, however, that in his present state of weakness
and distress he cannot renew his schemes for disturbing the tranquillity of the
frontier. Mr. Pechell has not abandoned the hope of effecting his apprehension.

27. The magistrate in his despatch, recorded as per margin, has suggested the Cons.15 May,
expediency of %Ulding out to Kingberring a promise that he would not be delivered N° 86,
up to the Burmese, in the belief that, under such an assurance, he would surrender

himself to the British government. Mr. Pechell has also suggested that the Burmese

might be permitted to send parties into our territory in search of Kingberring,

observing that their fitness for service in the sort of country in which he is concealed

would give them a fairer prospect of success than our own troops. The first of

these propositions appeared to us to be nugatory, as we felt assured that Kingberring

would 10t surrender himself; and to the latter we expressed a decided objection,

grounded on the inexpediency of inviting or permitting the Burmese to enter our

territory on any consideration whatever.

28. In one of his despatches above referred to, the magistrate reported the  Secret Cons.
apprehension of an adherent of Kingberring, named Jannoo, who had been concerned 9 April, N* 44.
in disturbing the public peace at Harrung. in the months of September and
October last, and solicited our instructions whether he should be dealt with
accordinﬁ to regulation 4th, of 1799, for the trial of persons charged with offences
against the state.

29. Under all the circumstances of this person’s case, we were of opinion
that he should not be brought to trial in the manner prescribed by the regu-
lation above mentioned, since, although therc could be no doubt of his criminality,
or of his being a fit object of punishment, it was very uncertain that the Moham-
medan law of treason, by which he must be tried under that regulation, would
reach his case. The consequence would be his acquittal; and the right which
we now possessed of treating him as a state prisoner, and imposing such a degree
of restraint on his person as might be judged expedient for the public interests,
would be greatly embarrassed if not superseded. Such a result of his trial would
also be inconsistent with the repeated declarations of this government, that the
surrender of Kingberring and his associates might be made a subject of negotiation
between the British government and the state of Ava, and might form a ground of
just complaint on the part of the Burmese; our resolution was communicated to the  Secret Cons.
magistrate in a despatch from our secretary, recorded on the proceedings of the 15 April, N*65.
annexed date.

360. Z 30. In
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30. In another letter recorded on the same consultation, we signified to the
magistrate our resolution to carry into effect a plan which we had for some time had
in contemplation ; viz. to remove the Mug sirdars, their families and followers,
who were in the predicament of state prisoners, from Dacca and Chittagong, where
they are at present confined, to a distant station, where the chance of their escape
an({ the means of maintaining an intcrcourse with their countrymen, detrimental to
the peace of the country, would be diminished, and the fortress of Chunar appeared
1o us to be the most proper place for their confinement. On this subject we directed
the commandant of the garrison to correspond with Mr. Pechell and the magistrate
of Dacca, with respect to their accommodation and removal.

31. On the proceedings of the consultation of the 15th ultimo is recorded
a despatch from the magistrate, in reply to the instructions regarding the proposed
measure of removing the Mug sirdars and their families under the magistrate’s
charge to Chunar, enclosing a complete list of all the sirdars and their adherents,
arhountiag to 102 persons, with a statement of the grounds of their apprehension,
in order to enable us to determine whether it was expedient that the whole should
be despatched to Chunar, or whether some of them from defect of proof, or
ciroumstances of extenuation, should be exempted from the operation of that
Jneasure.

32. In reply to the magistrate’s despatch, we signified to Mr. Pechell that we
did not contemplate the removal to Chunar of the numerous class of persons
comprehended in the list transmitted by him; that arrangement was not intended
to be extended beyond the sirdars and others, whose residence near the frontier
of Arracan might tend to revive disturbances in that quarter, including,
ewentually, their families. Being desirous of being more distinctly apprised of the
nature and degree of guilt of each individual, as far as it could be ascertained, we
directed Mr. Pechell to anstitute an inquiry, in each particular case, into the
grounds of suspicion against the party, and to report the result, with his opinion, for
our consideration and decision; commencing with the sirdars and others prin-
cipally implicated. We intimated to the magistrate that a similar course of
proceeding would be necessary with respect to the Mugs, who were under restraint
at Daoca, and we directed the magistrate to report whether the investigation of the
case of those persons would not be carried on more conveniently by him than at
Daoca, without however removing them from thence. We dirccted the magistrates,
both of Chittagong and Dacca, to delay the removal of the Mugs till further orders.
'We are sorry to add that our counter-orders did not reach the magistrate of Dacca
till after the Mugs had been embarked and sent away, but we have despatched
onders to the intermediate stations directing their return to Dacca, where they will
await our farther orders. The correspondence on this subject is recorded on the
proceedings noted in the margin.

33. As being connected with the subject of the late mission to Ava, we shall here
edvert to some correspondence with Captain Canning since his return to the
presidency, which it may be proper to bring under the notice of your honourable
oourrt,

34. A memorial having been received from Captain Luck, commander of the
ship Admiral Drury, praying the interference of the British government to obtain
compeasation from the government of Ava for the detention of his ship at Rangoon,
apd for bringing a Burmese mission to Bengal, we directed the Persian secrctary
te transmit copies of the memorial in question and the papers connected with it to
Captain Canning, then proceeding on his mission to Rangoon, and to desire that
uncYer the authority with which he was invested, to inquire into and redress, as
far s circumstanoes might render practicable, grievances complained of by British
subjects against those of the king of Ava, he would direct his attention to the
injuries complained of by Captain Luck and endeavour to procure redress.

35. On the procecdings of the consultation of the annexed date is recorded
Captain Canning’s report of his proccedings under those orders, stating his regret
that the avarice, duplicity and falsehood of the viceroy had proved an invincible
obstacle against his obtaning any compensation for the act of injustice which
Captain Luck had suffered at the hands of the Rangoon government. For the
details of Captain Canning’s conferences with the viceroy on that subject, we beg
to refer your %onourable court to the despatch itself, as exhibiting a most remarkable

‘ instance
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instance of gross falsehood and palpable and absurd contradiction, which the _ Despateh from
viceroy did not hesitate to employ on that occasion. Gov.G;n. in‘csoumil,
2 une 13.

36. On the consultation of the annexed date is recorded a letter from the late N

.envoy, transmitting a memorial from Mr. Rowland, the Burmese interpreter to Cons. 19 February,

government, soliciting the grant of the extra allowance, which he received during N* 74 & 75.

his attendance on Captain Canning on hislate mission to Rangoon, as a permanent

addition to the fixed salary of his office as Burmese interpreter to government ;

we directed the Persian secretary to intimate to Captain Canning that we

could not discern in the memorial any grounds on which Mr. Rowland could

justly found a pretension to the soliciteg augmentation of salary; at the same

time we signified our satisfaction at the favourable testimony borne by Captain

Canning to Mr. Rowland’s merits and services, and observed that the continuance

of the same laudable conduct on his part would give him a claim to our considera-

tion whenever he might be compelled, by age or infirmity, to retire from the duties

of his situation.

37. On the consultation of the date noted in the margin, is recorded a letter  Political Cons.
from the late envoy on the subject of remuneration to Edward Dr. Cuize, the sub- 2 APrib N° 43
interpreter to the late mission, for arrears of pay, presents to several persons on
his way to Ummeerapoora, whither he had been deputed with the presents from
the governor-general to the king of Ava, and for the losses which beiad sustained
by plunder and robbery on his way thither. A further letter from Captain
Canning on the same subject is recorded on the consultation of the date noted in Pelitical Cons.
the margin. 15 April, N° 26.

38. Under all these circumstances of the case, we considered it to be equitable
that Dr. Cuize, and the servants who were with him, should be reimbursed in the
value of the property of which they had been plundered during the deputation of
the former on the public service to Ummeerapoora, amounting to sicca rupees 244.
We also authorized the payment of the amount of the arrears on account of wages,
and the charge incurred by Dr. Cuize in presents, amounting to sicca rupees 314,

39. Captain Canning having referred to a journal kept by Dr. Cuize of his
proceedings on his journey to Ummeerapoora, which may contain useful or
imnteresting information, we desired Captain Canning to furnish us with a copy
of it.

40. We have also authorized the payment of sicca rupees 3,189 to Captain
M¢<Carthy, commander of the brig Virginia, on account of nineteen days demurrage
of the brig, and the loss of a cable in the service of the government of Rangoon.
Captain M¢Carthy's application for reimbursement to that amount, and the reply
which we directed to be addressed to him, are recorded on the proceedings of the  Political Cons.

. in. 5 November 1811
date noted in the margin N 36 8

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable sirs, your most faithful humble servants,

Minto,
N. B. Edmonstone,
Arch. Seton.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort Despatch from

1 . : : - Gov.Gen. in-council
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company; 1 October 1813,

dated 1st October 1813. —_—

Honourable Sirs, . .
IN our despatch of the 24th of June last, on the subject of Chittegong affairs,
and our recent transactions with the Burmese, we had the honour to apprise your
nourable court of the arrival of a political mission at the presidency from Rangoon,
ith a letter from the viceroy of Pegu, renewing the demand for the surrender of
the principal Mug insurgents, and we stated that the business of the mission was
understood to be limited to the delivery of the viceroy’s letter to the governor-

general, and to receiving and carrying back his lordship’s answer.
360. 2. The
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2. The viceroy's letter being confined to a requisition on the part of his Burmese
esty for the surrender of the persons of the insurgents, Kingberring, Larungbaze,

. and certain of their associates, and his excellency having stated, as the grounds

of his demand, that ¢ if they be left to their own liberty they will ruin our (his
“ Burmese majesty's) poor subjects, and be the cause of the bloodshed of millions;”
the governor-general, in the answer which his lordship returned to the viceroy's
letter, stated, that the British government was no less impressed with the inex-
pediency of leaving the insurgent chiefs at large than the government of Ava, and
that the viceroy must be well aware of the exertions which it had made to appre-
hend them. Our efforts, however, his lordship observed, had unfortunately not

et been attended with complete success ; for although some had been appre-
iended, others continued to elude the vigilance and activity of the British
officers and troops. Among the latter was Kingberring, but he was reduced to
the condition of an outlaw and a fugitive, and it might be hoped that he would not
be able to renew his evil practices, and might either be taken prisoner or compelled,
by his necessities, to give himself ug. Larungbaze, his lordship stated, had been
apprehended by the officers of the British government; but he was in a state of
extreme misery, and had since died in confinement. Nukeloo was in custody,
with other inferior chiefs.

3. His lordship proceeded to state, that it must be obvious to the viceroy's
mind, that with every desire to gratify his excellency’s wishes, the measures of
the British government must be regulated by those maxims and principles on which
its institutions, laws, and usages are founded. It would be contrary to those
principles, his lordship observed, to surrender to a foreign state persons who, being
settled in the territories of the British government, hag become its subjects, and
whose offences against that government, amongst which was comprised the
disturbance of the peace of other states, were properly cognizable only by its own
institutions. His lordship expressed his persuasion, therefore, that the viceroy
would perceive and acknowledge the justice of the grounds on which this govern-
mentfelt it to be its duty to decline surrendering the persons of those of the rebel Mug
chiefs who were in the custody of the Britii government, assuring the viceroy
at the same time of the determination, dictated no less by the interests of the British
government than by its friendship for the Burmese state, to keep them in the
most strict confinement, as well as to exert every effort to seize the persons of those
who were still at large, and to prevent the renewal of those practices which had
disturbed the tranquillity of the frontier, and hazarded the interruption of the
friendship between the t wo states.

4. In reply to the declaration contained in the viceroy's letter, that the object
of his Burmese majesty in demanding the surrender of the fugitives was not to
inflict punishment on them, but to keep them in the power of the Burmese govern-
ment, 80 as to prevent their engaging in further attempts to subvert his Burmese
majesty’s authority in Arracan, his lordship stated, that as that object could be
equally attained by their being kept in custody by the British government, he felt
confident that the assurances which he had now given would afford the fullest
satisfaction to the mind of his Burmese majesty.

5. His lordship's letter to the viceroy is recorded on the consultation of the
annexed date.

6. By the official note of the Persian secretary, recorded as per margin, your
honourable court will observe, that on the 16th August that officer offered o
deliver the governor-general’s letter to his excellency the viceroy into the hands of
the Burmese deputies; but that they hesitated to receive it, observing that it would
become public ; that they had received their final despatches, and that they had
no immediate prospect of being able to return to Rangoon ; and that if the viceroy
should hear that they had delayed their departure after their receipt of those de-
spatches, they might incur bis excellency’s displeasure. The Persian secretary
stated to them, in reply, that he had no objection to suspend the delivery of i,
provided it was distinctly understood that their return to Rangoon was not retarded
in consequence of the letter not having been committed to their hands. With this
understanding on the part of the deputies the delivery of the governor-general's
letter continues to be suspended. o

' 7. On
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7. On the proceedings of the date noted in the margin, your honourable court
will observe a memorial addressed by the Burmese deput'es at the presidency to
the governor-general, stating their request, that as they had been informed that

Despatch from

Gov.Gen. in couneil,

1 October 1813.
J

of the three insurgent chiefs, Kingberring, Larungbaze and Nukeloo, the latter
only was in custody of the British government at Dacca, he might be delivered up
to them, that they might carry him back with them to their master.

8. In transmitting the memorial above referred to, Captain Canning, in his
letter, which is recorded as per margin, observed, that the chief object of the
deputies appeared to be to consult their own safety, and to screen themselves in
some degree from persecution on their return to their own country. They had
uniformly expressed the utmost dread of returning without having effected the -
object of their mission. Captain Canning further stated, that by entering into a
correspondence with government, the deputies wished to make it appear that no
effort had been wanting on their part to obtain the surrender of the rebel chiefs ;
and suggested, that as such a measure might prove a benefit to them, it might be
deserving of our humane consideration to make a reply to their memorial, pre-
viously to the delivery of the letter to the viceroy’s address.

9. Captain Canning further stated, that he had been requested by the deputies
to submit to the consideration of government the deficiency of their funds, which
they stated to have been exhausted by a longer residence at Calcutta than they had
calculated on, and to solicit some pecuniary assistance from the government.
On this point Captain Canning observed, that although the deputies could have
no positive claim on the liberality of government, yet, when the peculiar
situation in which they were placed, and by which they would be exposed to
great probable difficulty and embarrassment on their return to their own country,
should be taken into consideration, it might be consistent with the munificence of
the British government to grant a moderate donation to each of the members of
the Burmah mission of 1,000 rupees.

10. Concurring in the propriety of returning an answer to the memorial from
the Burmese deputies, as reccommended by Captain Canning, we dirccted the
secretary to address a note to them, corresponding in substance with the letter
addressed to the king by the governor-general, to be delivered to them by Captain
Canning.

11. Your honourable court will find the note, which was accordingly delivered
to the deputies, recorded on the proceedings of the consultation above referred to.

12. We also resolved to adopt Captain Canning’s suggestion, for the reasons
stated by him, with respect to granting the deputies a donation of 1,000 rupees
each, and he was accordingly authorized to receive the amount from the trcasury
for that purpose.

13. We have also directed the Persian secretary to prepare presents to the
amount of 2,000 rupees, to accompany the governor-general’s letter to the viceroy,
in return for some presents of inconsiderable value which accompanied the
viceroy's letter to his lordship’s address. The deputies have not yet left the
presidency, but they propose to return by an carly opportunity to Rangoon.

14. With respect to the Burmese agent, who was deputed by the viceroy of
Pegu for the ostensible purpose of purchasing religions writings at Benares, as
reported to your honourable court in the 20th paragraph of our letter from this
department of the 24th Junc last. we have received notice from Captain Canning
of his return to the presidency, and have directed that officer to intimate to him
that it is time for himn to return to Ava, since the professed object of his journey is
accomplished. It appears that the agent, while at that city, made no attempt to
obtain any sacred writings, but was engaged in seciet conferences with some
Bramins at that place, who carry on an intercourse with Ava; as we were of
opinion that that intercouse could not be attended with any mischief, and as we
had no means of convicting them of any traitorous correspondeice, there Leing
nothing against them but suspicions of a nature not suflicient to 1f\rm .the '(_rmuud
of & proceeding, we did not deem it nccessary to institute any inquiry info the
contemptible intrigues which the Burmese and their Bramin coutederates wight be

carrying on. .
36°-g Aa 15. Having
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t5. Having Jearned by a private commanication from Captain Canaing that the
» awsat proposed to carry with him to Ava, as a present to the king, somn: young
sHindoostanee females; we have, in the same form, directed Captain Caoning to
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in¢puire into this matter, with a view to interpose our authority to prevent the agent
from carrying those persons away against their will.

16. In the 15th and 16th paragraphs of our letter of the 24th June last, we
apprised your honourable court of the arrival at Chittagong of the shahbunder of
Arracan, charged, as was alleged, with a mission to the several courts of India, to
negatiate and arrange a confederacy among the native powers to expel thz English
nation from the country ; and we stated that the magistrate had been directed to
intimate to the shahbunder, that, as the public officer of a foreign state, he wnusg
obtain the permisson of the British government before he should leave Chittagong
to proceed to the presidency or elsewhere.

17. On the proceedings of the date inserted in the margin are recorded twe
despatches from the magistrate, communicating some further particulars respecting
the supposed designs of the shahbunder, which had been collected from a merchant,
in whose vessel the shahbunder had coma to Chittagong, and from a person employed
to navigate that ship. Mr. Pechell having reported that the shahbunder had in
his possession a letter for the governor-gencral from the rajah of Arracan, we
directed that he should be required to deliver it up to Mr. Pechell, for the purpose
of its being forwarded to the presidency.

18. The object of that letter, which is recorded as per margin, is to request per-
mission for the shahbunder to proceed to D:lhi, in quest of sacred writinis and a
few articles of curiosity, as suitable presents for his Burmese majesty; however
contemptible these plans of tha Burmase must be considered to be, your honourable
court will, we doubt nat, concur with us in opinion, that the emissarics of that
governmaat ought not to be permitted to travel through our provinces for such
purposes.

19. Huving, as already reported to your honourable court, permitted an agent
fcom the Barm:se governm:nt to prozead to B:nares, for the ostensible purpose of
purchasing religioss writinz3, whose return to the presidency is adverted to in a
preceding paragraph, we did not fezl disposed to repeat this indulgence, especially
when the king had alrexdy the agent, above alluded to, in Bengal, who might be
employed on this service, even if the mission of an agent to Delhi to purchase
Hindoo writings were not itself altogether absurd, and a manifest pretence intended
to cover some other object; and we resolved therefore to refuse permission to the
shahbunder to procesd thither.

20. The governor-gzneral accordingly addressed a letter to the rajah of Arracan
in reply, stating that it was not consistent with the practice of this governmsnt to
permit the ageats of forcign states to travel through the provinces subject to its
dominian, for purposes such as describad in the rajah’s letter ; and observing, that the
relaxation of that rule in the instance vf the azent lately deputed from Rangoon by
command of the king of Ava, and permitted to proceed to Benares, was a special
mark of respact and consideration for his Burmese majesty, and that similar per-
mission could not be granted in other cases withoat suspending altogether a general
observance, to which it formed a remarkable exception. His lordship, at the same
time, stated, that no inconvenience would result in consequence of the return of the
agent without accomplishinz his proposed journey, as on the rajah’s furnishing a
statement of the writings and other articles required, they would be procured
through the agency of proper persons employed by the British government.

21. The governor-general’s letter to the rajah will be found recorded on the
proceedings of the date noted in the margin.

22. We now resume the narrative of events and transactions connected with ths
proceedings of Kingberring and his followers since the close of our despateh to your
hanourable court of the 24th June. :

23. In the 26th paragraph of that address, we reported to your honourable court
that Kingberring was reduced to such a state of distress as to be unable to renew
his schemes for disturbing the tranquillity of the frontier; and that the magistrate
had not abandoned the hope of effecting his apprehension. That hope, however,

has
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has hitherto been disappointed : Kingberring has continued to lurk in the hills and
Jjungles in the south-eustern purt of Chittagong, and the unhealthiness which pre-
vails in that quarter during the season of the rains, has rendered it impossible to
detach parties of scpoys in pursuit of him.

24. By a letter which we have lately received from Mr. Pechell, recorded as per
margin, it appears that as the fair season is approaching, Kingberring is again medi-
tating a renewal of his attempts against Arracan. The darogah stationed at Ramoo
has reported, that a letter has been sent by Kingberring to the Mug inhabitants of
Coxe’s bazaar apprising them of his intention, and desiring them to hold themselves
in readiness to joinhim in his expedition ; Mr. Pechell observing in that despatch, that
the people of Coxe’s bazaar are favorable to Kingberring's cause, and provided they
can escape detection, are but too ready to assist hin in the designs which he may
form against Arracan. '

25. In the same despatch Mr. Pechell stated, that the emigrants who came aver
from Arracan last year, and who have resided principally in the hills and jungles,
have commenced a system of plundering the inhabitants of the plains, in the manner
of dakoits, attacking the houses of the inhabitants in armed bodies of 40 or 50,
and again retreating with their booty into their fastnesses in the hills and jungles,
where all trace of them is lost.

26. A further despatch from the magistrate of the 31st August last, recorded on
the procecdings noted in the margin, contain~ a copy of a letter from the officer
commanding a party at the advanced post of Ramoo, enclosing a translation of a
letter addressed to him by Kingberring ; your honourable court will observe that, in
that letter, Kingberring openly avows his intention of invading Arracan, and desires
that the British government may not interpose to prevent the prosecution of his
designs, as they are not directed against its interests. The magistrate stated his
opinion, that it was probable that Kingberring would make the attempt, and that it
appeared that he had gained over to his cause some of the hill savages called
Hoipees, but who would be able to render him little effectual service.

27. Adverting to the persevering obstinacy with which Kingberring has continued
to pursue his views on Arracan, and to prolong by that means the disturbances
which have so long agitated that country, and the contiguous district of Chittagong,
and have exposed to interruption the friendly relations subsisting between the
British governimncent and the state of Ava, we were decidedly of opinion that this per-
tinacious conduct on the part of Kingberring, justified and required a departure from
that Jenient and considerate course of conduct towards him which the British
government had hitherto ‘pursued. The great benefit which Kingberring and his
family had enjoyed for a course of years, previous to the late disturbances, from the
protection of the British government, and the extraordinary forbearance which had
been manifested towards him by that government under circumstances of the highest
provocation, ought to have produced on his part a confidence in its justice, and a
disposition to make some sacrifice in order to conciliate its goodwill.

28. Your honourable court is fully aware that the uneasiness which has for some
years subsistcd between the statc of Ava and the British government, was Freated
and has been inflamed by the enterprize of Kingberring alone ; and the unwillingness
of the Biritish government to acquiesce in the repeated requisitions of the king of
Ava for the surrender of his person, with his principal adherents, in the event of their
apprchension, has mainly contributed to keep alive the jealousy entertained of our
designs by the king, and induced him, notwithstanding the most solemn assurance
to the contrary, and the evident absurdity of the supposition, to suspect us of en-
couraging Kingberring's proceedings.

39. We are confident that your honourable court will concur with us in the
inexpediency of our submitting to be exposed to the hazard of incurring thos®
inconveniences any longer, from consideration for a person whose general conduct
apd systematic infringement of the laws of the British government, and aggressions
against a friendly state, show him to be.so little entitled to regard ; and that you will
approve the resolution which we have taken, to declare to .Kingberring in express
terms our determination, if he shall renew his attempts against Arracan, and here-
after come into the hands of the British government, to surrender him to the
Burmese. A declaration of a similar resolution regarding those who may engege h:
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Chittagong.

30. We are disposed to hope, that a menace to this effect may indace
Kingberring to reflect on the consequences in which he may involve himself by a
prosecution of his designs, and that it will deter the Mugs from joining in his
enterprizes. There can be little doubt, that he and his followers are encouraged to
persevere in their schemes, by a conviction that the British government will not,
under any circumstances, deliver them to their enemies ; and are tempted to abuse
the known lenity of the English character, under a persuasion that the utmost
punishment that they will suffer, will not extend beyond personul restraint, the dread
of which cannot be supposed to be any counterpoise to the delusive hope of re-
gaining their native country, and retrieving their fortunes.

31. The resolution which we have now announced to your honourable court has
been adopted with great reluctance, and only under a firm belief that such a measure
is become absolutely necessary; and that the couduct of Kingberring and his
followers has been of that criminal nature which amply warrants the resort to a
measure adverse to the usual practice of the British government, and not to be
employed in ordinary cases. We felt, however, that we were required by the most
powerful motives of duty and public principle to relieve the subjects of the ho-
nourable company from the evils to which they continued to be exposed by the
repeated enterprizes of Kingberring, and to endeavour to avert the extremity of a
war with the Burmese government, which would be a probable consequence of the
renewal of the designs of that person, and of the erroneous view which the king of
Ava would unquestionably continue to take of the conduct and principles of the
British government, with relation to the Mug emigrants.

32. Under all the circumstances of the cas2, the surrender of Kingberring and his
principal associates cannot but be considered to be amply justified in the event
of his renewing his designs after the warning which he will receive, if such
a measure shall be found necessary to secure the peace of the country.

33. While, however, we have determincd to declare this resolution to the parties,
in the most public and impressive manner, we have taken care not to put it out of
our power to recede from it if circamstances should render such a proceeding
expedient; and we have accordinzly resolved to abstain from coaveying any
communication of that resolution to the Burm=se authorities, which might have the
effect of tying up our hands, and giving to the goverament of Ava a pretext for
demanding, on the ground of our own official declaration, the surrender of
Kingberring and his followers, should they come into our power.

34. We have instructed the magistrate, to whom this resolution has been
communicated, to be careful to regulate his correspondence or communication with
the Burmese upon the principle above adverted to; and although we are nware that
the Burmese officers may obtain information of the intention of the British
government, on the subject of delivering up the insurgents, by means ot the
proclamation to which we have alluded in a preceding parasraph, yct there is a
wide difference in effect between a knowledge of our intentions so obtained, and
a formal declaration of them : our measures will not be embarrassed by the former.

35. On the proceedings of the annexed date, your honourable court will find
recorded a draft of the proclamation, which we have deemed it expedient to furnish
to the magistrate for the purpose of being circulated among the Mugs, settled in
different parts of the districts of Chittagong. We have instructed the magistrate
to take measures for sending copies of it to Kingberring’s present station,
or adopting such other means as may appear to him best adapted to ensure
Kingberring's early knowledge of the intentions of the British government.

36. Mr. Pechell having stated in his despatch last referred to, his intentian
of addressing the rajah of Arracan on the subject of Kingberring's meditated
invasion, we directed the secretary to signify our approbation of that intention, and
to transmit to him the draft of a letter, according to the terms of which we were
desirous that he should address the rajah. Your honourable coust will tind the
draft of the letter recorded on the date noted in the margin.

37. By
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37. By the despatch, however, subsequently received from Mr. Pechell, and
recorded as per margin, your honourable court will observe that Mr. Pechell had
fulfilled his intention of addressing the rajah of Arracan previously to his receipt
of the draft of the letter adverted to in the preceding paragraph. As the tenor of
Mr. Pechell’s letter to the rajah corresponded to a certain extent with that draft,
and was otherwise unexceptionable, we signified to Mr. Pechell that it would not
be necessary to address a second letter to the rajah for conveying to him what had
been omitted. .

38. Mr. Pechell having recommended that the intercourse, which it appears
subsists between some of the Mugs, in the district of Chittagong, and Kingberring's
post in the hills, should be restrained, we approved of the measure, and directed
him to communicate on the subject with Lieutenant-colonel Dick, and in concert
with that officer to establish posts at such places as might be considered best
adapted for the purpose.

39. Mr. Pechell having called our attention to the probability, under the
supposition of Kingberring’s invading Arracan, of his being beaten back and followed
into Chittagong by the Burmese troops, and the eventual expediency of augmeating
the military force in that district, we signified to Mr. Pechell that we were aware
that in the event of Kingberring’s renewing his attempts on Arracan, the Burmese
might have the temerity to enter the British territory in pursuit of him ; but that we
considered the force at present in Chittagong, including the augmentation of the
provincial battalion, which it has recently been found indispensably necessary to
order, to be sufficient to protect that province from any desultory incursions of
the Burmese. If their conduct hereafter shall compel the British government
to adopt a more comprehensive system of measurcs, we shall be prepared to provide
for the defence of Chittagong, which, in such a contingency, will of course be a
primary object of attention.

40. We also approved of the intention of the magistrate to select an intelligent
person to convey the letter which he had addressed to the rajah, with a view of
obtaining accurate information of the state of affairs in Arracan, and the proceedings
and probable designs of the Burmese in that quarter.

41. With a view to check the outrages committed by the late emigrants from
Arracan, adverted to in a preceding paragraph of this despatch, the magistrate
suggested an arrangement which he conceived might be attended with beneficial
cffects, namely, the ecstablishment of a tannah at Coxe’s bazaar, the darogah of
which should be a Mug of respectability, and denominated sirdar of the piace, to
be vested with the power of cxercising the usual duties of a police darogab : on
this point we have informed Mr. Pechell that we are rather disposed to try the
eflczt of the measure of the proclamation to the purpose above described, as the
most likely to tranquillize the country, and which will probably supcrsede the néces-
sity of an arrangement of the nature suggested by Mr. Pechell, and afford the
meuns of settling the Mugs, and encouraging them to follow peaceful and industrious
pursuits. The letter to the malistrate, containing an exposition of our sentiments,
and conveying our instructions to the effect above described, will be found recorded
on the proceedings of the date noted in the margin.

42. We shall now advert to the progress of the arrangement which we had the
honour to report to your honourable court in our despatch of the 24th June, with
respect to removing the Mug sirdars, with their familics and followers, who were in
the predicament of state prisoners, to a distance from the frontier. In that de-
spatch we stated to your honourable court, that the fort of Chunar appeared to us
to be the most proper place for their confinement; we have since determined to
select Bunar, it having becn ascertained that they could be more convenicntly ac-
comodated there than at the former place, and without incurring further expense
in repairing buildings for their reception.

43. In the 32d paragraph of our address to your honourable court, last adverted
to, we informed your honourable court that we had instructed the magistrate of
Chittagong to institute an inquiry into the grounds of suspicion against cach indi-
vidual in confinement; and we apprised your honouratle court that we had sent
orders to the intermediate stations, directing the return to Dacca of the Mug sirdars
who had previously becn ordered to be despatched to Chunar, uniil such investiga-
tions should be made.
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44. Those counter-orders were received at Moorshedabad in time to prevent the
further progress of the Mug sirdars above alluded to, and the magistrate of that
city, in his despatch recorded as per margin, reported their return to Dacca.

" 45. 'On the proceedings of the annexed dates is recorded a series of despatches
from the magistrate of Chittagong, reporting on the cases of the Mug prisoners ;
for the détails of which, and for our decision on each case, with the grounds of
those decisions, we must refer your honourable court to the despatches themselves,
and our resolutions communicated to Mr. Pechell in reply.

46. Your honourable court will be pleased to observe, that we have determined
to remove to Bunar such of the Mug prisoners only as come within the description
of sirdars, whose delinquency has been established to our conviction, and whose
release or residence in Chittagong, or the vicinity, would be attended with inconve-
nience and hazard to the public tranquillity. Some persons of inferior rank we
have directed to be retained in confinement at Chittagong till the troubles in that
quarter shall have subsided, provided the magistrate shall be aware of no objection
to the arrangement ; and others, against whom no criminating facts were established,
and whose liberation was not likely to be attended with any inconvenience, have
been released on security for their peaceable behaviour, or under written engage-
ments not to join or afford assistance to the insurgents.

47. We have applied the same principles to the case of the sirdar Nukeloo and
other prisoners at Dacca.

48. On the proceedings noted in the margin is recorded a petition, which was
presented to us by an emissary from the sirdar Nukeloo, sent by him from Dacca.
Although we attached no credit to the petitioner’s statement of the manner in which
Lieutenant-colonel Morgan obtained possession of his person, yet, as it was desir-
able that the actual circumstances attending his arrest should be distinctly placed on-
record, we directed the magistrate of Chittagong to report for our information what-
ever might be known to him on the subject.

49. On the proceedings of the annexed date, your honourable court will find
recorded the magistrate’s report on the circumstances stated in Nukeloo's petition.
The result of Mr. Pechell's inquiries satisfied us of what indeed we entertained
no doubt, that the assertion in the petition relative to the manner in which he was
made prisoner by Lieutenant-colonel Morgan was incorrect, and that the charge
against that officer of having invited him to his camp by promises which were not
fulfilled, was altogether unfounded. We accordingly directed the magistrate of
Dacca to communicate to the petitioner the opinion which the result of that refer-
ence had produced on our minds.

50. The whole of the cases, with one exception, having been investigated, the
persons destined to be removed to Bunar, will be sent to that station in pursuance
of our orders to the magistrates of Dacca and Chittagong. We have taken this
occasion to issue instructions to the officer commanding that fortress, for the regu-
lation of his conduct in the custody of the Mug prisoners ; for which, and for the
subsidiary instructions issued at the same time to the magistrates of Shahabad,
Dacca and Chittagong, we beg leave to refer your honourable court to the proceed-
ings of the annexed date.

51. Your honourable court will observe, that we have signified in our instructions
to the officer commanding at Bunar above relerred to, that it is not our wish that
any further restraint should be imposed on the Mug sirdars than is necessary for
the security of their persons, and that there will be no objection to his permitting
them to enjoy a certain degtee of freedom, accompanied by proper precautions to
prevent their escape.

52. We now beg leave to solicit the attention of your honourable court to
a minute recorded by the governor-general on the proceedings of the date inserted
in the margin.

53. In the month of May last a letter was received from the magistrate of
Chittagong, recorded in the judicial department, representing the disproportionate
scale of the salary attached to that office, to the duties which the judge and magis-
trate had to perform. On that occasion we signified to the magistrate that it was

s not
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tot thought advisable to make any permanent augmentation to the salary of the
judge and magistrate of Chittagong; but that, in the adjustment of our differences
with the government of Ava, we should be ready to consider any claims which he
might have to remuneration for his services in the political department, and the
mode in which such remuneration could most properly be made.

54. Although that period his lordship, in his minute above adverted to, observed,
had not yet arrived, yet he stated that it appeared to him, on further reflection, that
the extraordinary increase of business of a nature entirely foreign to the ordinary
duties of his office, which had been imposed upon the judge and magistrate of
Chittagong since the commencement of the troubles excited by Kingberring, ren-
dered it an act of fairness and equity to the officer filling that situation, whose vigi-
lance, zeal and application had been conspicuous throughout a long and laborious
course of highly meritorious exertions in a very delicate and arduous service, to take
into consideration at the present time his claims to some remuneration for *his
political duties.

55. His lordship observed, that while the pressure of business not of a judicial
nature, nor relating to the internal police of the district, might be supposed to be
ouly of temporary or occasional occurrence, he should not have thought it incumbent
on government to confer on the magistrate an additional remuneration for such
services. They might, his lordship stated, be justly considered to be a part of the
duties of the chief civil officer of the district; and in every frontier situation, occa-
sions more or less frequent must and do occur for employing the services of the
magistrate in political and other transactions not coming exactly within the limits of
his functions, as described by the terms used to designate his office, for which no
extraordinary remuneration is ever expected or bestowed.

50. But since the commencement of the troubles on the borders of Chittagong
and Arracan, his lordship remarked, the magistrate of Chittagong had been inces-
santly and laboriously occupied in delicate and arduous political transactions, which
demand the appropriation of a large portion of his time and of his thoughts, and aug-
mented his regular labours to a very considerable extent; nor did the present state of
our information warrant a hope that they would be diminished at an early period.

57. The salary of the magistrate of Chittagong (sicca rupees 2,000 per mensem,)
his lordship observed, was on the lowest scale ot allowance received by officers of
that class, and was certainly not more than a remuneration for the performance of the
ordinary dutics of the office, and very inadequate to the additional labour and re-
sponsibility imposed on it by recent events. Mr. Pechell's rank and length of
service cntitled him to expect, in the ordinary course of promotion, to be advanced
to a judicial oflice of larger emolument; and his laborious, able and meritorious
services in Chittagong, formed a powerful additional claim to early consideration,
The Board, his lordship stated, he was persuaded, would feel sensible of the detri-
ment which would be occasioned to the public service by the removal of Mr. Pechell
from Chittagong, while there was a chance of the renewul of the troubles which have
disturbed that district. A mere reference to the voluminous correspondence on
record on this subject would be sufficient to show the importance of retaining the
services of an officer of local knowledge and experience, independently of the other
gualifications possessed by Mr. Pechell, to conduct the measures of government,
with relation to the Burmese and Mug emigrants, and gencrally to watch over the
public interests in Chittagong. On these several grounds, his lordship observed,
he felt himself warranted in proposing that an extra allowance of 50v rupees per
mensem be granted to Mr. Pechell, as a remuneration for his political duties ; to
continue until the occasion of the grant shall cease to exist, by the restoration of
tranquillity on the frontier of Chittagong, and by the consequent practicability
of removing Mr. Pechell to an office of higher emolument, without hazarding the
public interests in that district. If this proposition should be adopted by the Boar,
his lordship proposed that the additional allowance should commence from the date
of Mr. Pechell’s letter above adverted to; namely, the 14th of May.

. We entirely concurred in the sentiments expressed in the governor-general's
 minute, and authorized the magistrate to draw the extra al_lqwance of 500 rupees,
‘as proposed by his lordship ; subject, of course, to the revision of your honourable
court; and we trust, that as the grant is in its nature merely temporary, and strongly

s36o. suppotted
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Despatch from  supported by considerations of justice and expediency, it will receive the sanction of
Gz'm‘: :g‘;;"l’ your honourable court.

‘———— 59. The expense of the additional allowance will be carried to account as

a political charge. .
) We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, Honourable Sirs,
Your most faithful humble servants, -
Minto,
G. Nzgent,
N. B. Edmonstone,
Arch. Seton.
| ”‘él’“‘.h fo':'“cil * Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Fort
.' ‘:;,b:;gr,gh,’ illiam, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Com-

pany; dated 5th February 1814. .

Honourable Sirs,
OUR last address to your honourable court on the subject of affairs in the
district of Chittagong, and of our transactions with the government of Ava respect-
ing Kingberring and the other insurgent Mugs, was dated the 1st of October 1813.

2. In that despatch we had the honour to state to your honourable court, that as
the season favourable to Kingberring’s operations was approaching, it appeared that
he was again meditating an exﬁedition into Arracan, but that his force was much
reduced, in consequence of the measures which had been adopted by the British
government for cutting off his communication with the Mug sirdars in the Chitta-
gong district, who might be disposed to assist him with supplies ; and that he was

compelled to lurk in the hills and jungles in the south-castern parts of the Chitta-
gong frontier.

3. We were not without hopes that the exertions of the magistrate of Chittagong
for the apprehension of Kingberring would have been attended with success; but
although we have as yet been disappointed in that respect, we are happy to apprise
your honourable court, that Kingberring continues to be unable to collect a force
sufficient to execute his designs against the Burmese government, and that the
tranquillity of our frontier has suffered comparatively little disturbance.

4. The magistrate of Chittagong having transmitted to us translations of letters
from Kingberring, in which he avowed his intention of invading Arracan, and
complained of the interruption to his views on that country which he experienced
from the repeated attacks made on his parties by the British troops, it occurred to
us that it would be expedient, with a view to demonstrate to the Burmese authori-
ties the sincerity of our declarations with respect to Kingberring and his associates,
to transmit the original letters above mentioned to the persons administering the
affairs of Arracan. We accordingly instructed the magistrate to convey those
documents to Arracan, with a letter from himself, stating, that they were commu-
nicated with the view of putting the Burmese government more fully in possession
of Kingberring’s designs to renew his enterprizes against Arracan, and observing
that the perusal of them would satisfy that government of the little encouragement

Secret Cons which that person expects, or has received from the British power. The despatch
ns.

13 Nov. 1813 from Mr. Pechell and our instructions in reply to the purport above stated, will be
N*agtosg. found recorded on the proceedings of the annexed date.

Secret .Cobs. 5. By the despatch from the magistrate of Chittagong, recorded as per margin,
17 ggc. 61813, your honourable court will observe the success with which the measure of detaching
5 (]

small parties of troops to the southward of Chittagong had been attended, the

. officer commanding the advanced posts in that quarter having reported that it was
enerally understood that Kingberring had been compelled, at that time, to abandon
%is designs against Arracan, in consequence of his not having been joined, as he
expected, by the Mugs in the honourable company's territory, who were either kept
in check by the sepoys, or protected by them from being compelled by the imcur-
gents to follow Kingberring’s standard, Mr. Pechell reported, in the despatche
above referred to, the arrival at his capital of the new rajah of Arracan, the former
rajah having died some time previous to that event, as stated in Mr, Pechell's letter

of
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of the 6th October. Mr. Pechell also reported, in his letter of the 1st of December,
that serious excesses were committed by a body of Mugs, amounting, it was stated,
to the number of 5,000, who bad fled from their habitations in the hills and jungles
through fear of Kingberring and his party, and werce, in many instances, driven by
necessity to seek the means of supporting themselves by pluuder; and he proposed
for our consideration a plan for enabling those unfortunate people to obtain a live-
Lihood by scttling on the cstate of a hill chicf, named Durun Buksh Khan, whither
it appearcd that a number of refugee Mugs from Arracan had laicly been encou-
raged to proceed.  In the reply which we directed the secretarv to return to Mr.
Pechell, we siznified our approbation of the plan which he hdd submitted to us,
and which appeared not only to be unexceptionable but highly expedient, caution-
ing him, at the same time, to be carcful in the measures which he might concert
with the guardian of Durun Buksh Khan (whois a minor) for carrving it into effect,
to avoid affurding to the Burmese government any colour or pretest of complaint
that the British government was holding out encouragement to the emigration of
the Mugs from the provinee of Arracan.

6. The despatches fiom the magistrate of Chittagong, recorded on the proceed-
ings of the annexed date, contzin further detmls of the state of affairs in that die-
trict, the views and intentions of Kingberring, and the measures, which Mr. Pechell
was carrying on for the settlement of the Mug insurgents, as above adverted to.
Mr. Pechiell at the same time transmitted a tronslatien of a letter which he had
reccived from the newly appointed governor of Arracan, which your honourable
court will be happy to observe evinces a friendly dispo<ition towards the British
government, and stated that the rajaly had despatehed an agent for the purpose of
endeavouring 1o prevail on the Mugs who had lately amigrated from Arracan to
return to that country.  We instructed Mr. Pechell to return a smtable reply to the
rajud, congratulating him on his appointment to the government of Arracan, and
containing corresponding professions of friendship and oodwill, with assurances
that the Liitish eovernment would continue to aticrd every facility to the commercial
intercours- which he was desirous should be carried on Letween the two countries.
We sionitied also to the magistrate, our satislaction at the ready disposition manifested
by the onardian of the hill chief, Durun Buksh, to facilitate the exceution ot Mr. Pe-
chell’s plan for the settlement of the Mugs whohad been driven from thicir former places
of abede by Kingberring ; but with respeet to those who had cniigrated i the course
of the preceding year, we expressed our opinion that it would e expedient to sus-
pend any arrangement regarding them vatil the efieet of the rajal’s proposed invi-
tation tu them to return to Artacan had been tried. ‘The success of that plan, we
observed, would supersede the necessity of any measures on the part of this govern-
ment ; and an attempt to carry the plan proposed by Mr. Pechiell into citect at that
moment, would naturally give umbrage to the rajali as interlering with the accom-
plishment of his own scheme.  Mr., Pecbell was accordingly desired to signity to the
rajul’s agent his readiness to assist him in any way which might conduce to the suc-
cess of his mission,

7. The despatehies from the magistrate of Chittagong, recarded on the proceed-
inus of the annexed date, contain reports of the suceesstul attachs on parties of the
insurgent Mugs in their stochades to the castward of Ramoo, and of the destruc-
tion of their stores of grain by small detachments of sepoys.  CGnoa reference to
those documents your honourable court will observe that Mr. Pechell has expressed
an opinion, that the Burmese troops might be led to enter the Dritish territories in
scarch of the insurgents ; and with a view to put an end to the outrages which

partics of those insurgents continucd to commit, he recommended that such of

them as were actually taken in arms should be tried on the spot by a military com-
mission, and excmiplary punishment inflicted upon them.

8. We signitied to Mr. Pechell, in reply to his despatches above referred to, that
the spirited and decisive attacks on considerable bodics of the insurgents by small
parties of the British troops, and the destruction of their stockades and magazines
of grain, demandcd the expression of our approbation; and we directed him to
cause it to be signified through Lieutenant-colonel Dick, the commanding officer of
the district, to the oflicers and non-commissioned officers and sepoys engaged in
those affuirs.

9. With respect to the magistrate’s suggestion, that a summary mode of trial by
a military commission should be adopted, with respect to such of the insurgents
360. Ce as
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as might be taken in arms, or in other words, that martial law should be substituted
for the operation of the established law of the country, we were of opinion, that,
under all the circumstances of the case, it would be inexpedient to adopt the mea-
sure recommended by Mr. Pechell. In forming this decision, we adverted to the
difficulty of assigning to the offences of which the insurgents had been guilty any
exact dcfinition, marking the nature and degree of their criminality, to the uncer-
tainty which exists regarding their allegiance to the Dritish government, and to the
hope also, that the repcated checks which they had lately met with and might be
expected still to reccive, would speedily repress their depredations.

10. Under this impression, we signified to Mr. Pechell our desire that the pri-
soner: who had been taken, or who might fall into our hands, should be committed
to trial in the ordinary manner before the court of circuit, except in cases where he
might entertain doubts of their being amenable to the lTaws and regulations of the
government, or of there being evidence sufficient to convict them, in cither of which
cases we directed him to apply for the special orders of government, retaining the
prisoners in custody.

11. In deliberating on the means of putting it out of the power of Kingberring
to renew his enterprizes against Arracan, we adverted to a proposition submitted to
us in a despatch from the magistrate of the 16th Junuary 1313, for offering a free
pardon to the insurgent Mugs, with the exception of the sirdars, The situation of
affairs at that time, aud the apprchension that such a mcasure might excite the sus-
picions and jealousies of the Burmese, our relations with whom were then on a very
delicate footing, had induced us to decide against the adoption of that suggestion
at the moment, although we stated at the same time that it might be a question for
consideration at a futare period.

12. Tt occurred to us that the measure now alluded to might be resorted to at
the present time with advantage, and without the fear of incurring the inconvenience
above stated. ' We determined at the sume time to auathorize the magistrate to makhe
an ofter to the rejah of Arracan to admit small partics of the Burmese troops to
cross the fronticr in search of the insurgents ; on which subject we shall state our
sentiments more at large in the sequel of this despatch.  And we observed to
Mr. Pechell, that the inconvenience above alluded to would be rendered still less
likely to arise by the coincidence of the proposed promisc of pardon to the
insurgents in point of time with the offer above alluded to by the rajaki.

13. We accordingly transmitted to the magistrate a draft of a proclamation,
recorded as per margin, with instructions, that if he should continue to be of opinion
that the mcasure was advisable, he would publish it in the usual manner, taking
measures for having copies of it conveyed to Kingberring's present station.  We
stated 10 Mr. Pechell at the samnc time, that e was at liberty to suspend the publi-
cation of it, if he should have any reason to apprehend that it was likely to be pro-
ductive of inconvenicnce or embarrassment; in which case, we have desired him to
refer the question for our further consideration.

14. The advance of the Burmese to the stockade of Mungdoo with the trifling
force stated in Mr. Pechell’s despatch of the 6th ultimo, did not induce us to appre-
hend that they entertained any design beyond that of cventually availing themselves
of any opporiunity of seizing the insurgent leaders by unobserved incursions into our
territory.  Expericnce having shown that no exertions of our own troops could effect
the capture of Kingberring, whilst he confined himself to the remote and insalubrious
part of the country which he has lately occupied, it became necessary to consider
whether some more efticient plan might not be adopted.  We accordingly recurred
to a suggestion contained in a despatch {rom the magistrate of the 3oth April 1815, for
inviting the Burmese troops, under certain restrictions, to enter our territories in pursuit
of the insurgents ; a measure which we were unwilling to adopt while there was a hope
that the object could be attained by the unaided operations of our troops. It ap-
peared to us, therefore, to be advisable, under the actual circumstances of the case,
to permit small bodies of the Burmese troops to enter the hills and jungles where
Kingberring resides, in search of that person and his associates, under a solemn
promise that they shall, on no account, enter the plains and cultivated parts of
the country ; and that they shall, in all cases, make a previous application to
the magistrate for permission to cross the fronticr.

15. On
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15. On these conditions, we signifiecd to Mr. Pechell that we would not object  Despatch from
to the Burmese troops passing into our territory ; but as objections of a local nature, Gov.Gen. in council,
which did not present themsclves to our mind, might have occurred to the magis. 5 February 1814
trate since the period of his original proposition, we have desired him, in that evgnr, b~
to refer the requisition for our consideration.  If, however, he coutinued to think the
measure expedient, we have authorized him to convey to the rajah an intimation,
that in conformity to the desire entertained by the British vovernment to effeet the
early apprehension of Kingberring and his associates, he had been authorized by us
to assure the rajah, that in the event of his being desirous to employ his troops in
endeavouring to scize the insurgents in their lurking places in the hills, any applica-
tion which he should make to him for permission to pass the frontier would be com-
plied with.  Mr. Pechell was instructed to add, that the rajah must, in such case,
give assurance that the bodies of troops so to be employed should not exceed in
number what might be necessary for the purpese of the expedition ; and that they
should, on no account, enter the plains, but confine their operations to the hills and
Jungles, where Kingberring was known to be posted @ should Kingberring venture
to appear in the open country, the Dritish troops, Mr. Pechell was in<tructed to
state, would use every cflort to seize him; and the co-operation of the Burmese
troops, in that case, would not be required.

10. The rajahh of Arracan huving addressed o letter 1 the vovernor-general, Secret Cons.
a translation of which is recorded in the annexed date, announcing his assumption 4 sy, Ny,
of the government, and stating his intention to invite the refugees to return to
Arracan, and, in the event of their refusal, (o pursue and punish them, his lordship
took occasion to writc a letter to the rajah in reply, recorded as per margin, ap-  Secret Cons.
plauding the gracious and indulaent consideration manifested by him for those 14 January, N*18,
persons ;. and stating the satisfaction which it would afford the British government
to learn that they aceepted the invitation which the rajali proposed to convey to
them, to throw themsclves on the clemency of the Ling of Ava. His lordship fur-
ther promised the rujuly, that cvery facility would be afforded by the British govern-
ment to the communication of his wishes to the Mugs; and observed, that it would
be unnecessary to repeat his assurances that no countenanee had ever been, or would
be given, by the British government, to the designs of the insurgents against
Arracan,—designs no less offensive to this government than to his  Burmese
majesty himself.  On the contrary, his lordship stated it would always be our
anxious desire to co-opcrate with the government of Arracan in the most efiectual
manner, in the desirable object of apprehending the insurgent chiefs.

17. We have instructed Mr. Pechell to send an intelligent person to Arracan,
to deliver the letter from the governor-general, the substance of which has been
stated above, as well as the letter which Mr. Pechiell may himself address to the
rajah under the instructions detailed in the preceding paragraph of this despatch,
with orders to the person whom he may sclect for that purpose, to explain the
proposition contained in the letter, and to sce that the rajah fully understands it,
and to obtain a proper answer from him, explicitly stating his compliance with the
prescribed conditions and limitations to the Burmese troops passing the frontier.

18. We have further significd to Mr. Pechell, that if” he should deem it proper
to make a reference to us on the subject of the passage of the Burmese troops into
our territories, it will nevertheless be necessary to despatch the Ietter addressed
by the governor-general to the rajah, as soon as he reccives it, without awaiting
a reply to his refercnce on the point adverted to.

19. Observing by the magistrate’s despatches, that the Burmese officer, in
command of the detachment of their troops embarked on the Nauf river, is stated
to be the same who headed the party which plundered the village of Gurgunceah in
January 1813; we have directed Mr. Pechell to report whether the inhabitants
of that village are stated to have been restored, in order that in the (Y:pposiu: case we
may take into consideration the measures proper to be pursued Your honourable
ecourt will find the instructions to Mr. Pechell, on the several points detailed inthe  <eeret Cons.
preceding paragraphs, recorded on the proccedings of the annexed date. 1y January, N°

20. We have the honour to enclosc as numbers in the packet, the several z\‘lla;;:tistmte "ﬂ.w
. R NPT - N 9 . Chittagong, date

despatches received from the magistrute of (,llxttflg()ng_ot the dates noted in the s Jn:uar’;"lSu-
margin, and a translation of a letter from the rajub of Arracan to the: governor- 477 -
general. Those documents will afford your honourable court the latest mtclhgfr.mf n - -
which 23 - -
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which we have received of the proceedings of the Mug insurgents in Chittagong,
and the views and disposition of the Burmese &overnment

21. In reply to Mr. Pechell’s letter of the 11th of January, in which your
honourable court will obscrve, that the letter from the rajah of Arracan was
enclosed, we have directed our sccretary to state that an answer to the rajal’s letter
will be hereafter transmitted with such instructions as the tenor of it may suggest.
It will be satisfactory to your honourable court to observe, by the translation of the
rajab’s letter to Mr. Pechell, enclosed in the magistrate’s despatch last referred to,
that the letter from the governur-generdl of the 14th January, and the instructions
issued 1o Mr. Pechell under the same date, if, under the discretion allowed to the
magistrate, they be ultimately carried into eflect, will have anticipated the rajal’s
application to the utmost practicable extent.  The assurance conveyud to
Mr. Pechell by the rajul’s vakeel, that the Burmese troops have been prohibited
from crossing the boundary, must be considered to be very satisfactory, as
iudicuting an improved temper and disposition on the part of that government,
which is indeed also manifested, as your honounrable court will observe, hy the tenor
of the rajali’s letter to Mr. Pechell. A copy of the seeretary’s letter to Mr. Pechell
is also transmitted a nunber in the pachet.

22. In the despatch from Mr. Pechdl of the 27th January, your honourable
court will however observe, that notwithstanding the prehibition stated to have
been issucd to the Burmese troons by the rajali, regarding the violation of the
Dritish territory, a party of I utnmhs consisting of 300 men, had made its appear-
ance at the village of Gurgunceeah, and carricd off four of the inhabitunts o1 that
place, one of whom had since made his ercape: the magistrate, at the same time,
expresses his opinion that this outrage is rather to be ascrived to an indiflerence on
the part of the DBurmese to the pleasure of the Dritish government, than to any
hostile intentions 5 and is disposed to believe, that the absence of the rajah at Lis
capital, has been taken advantage ot by the mtclm. ofiicers at Mungdoo's stochacde,
as a favourable opportunity to commuit the act of aearession alluded to.  Mr. Pechell
states, that he has addressed a letter to the rajah on the subject, and is not with-
out hopes that it will produce an apology irom the rajah for the misconduct
of the Burmese oflicers, and thie restoration of the persons who have been
carricd away.

23. Your honourable court will also observe, by the magistrate’s despatceh of the

23d ultimo, that some of the principal Mug sirdars, residing at Coxe’s bazaar,
ha\,e heen scized by the officer commanding iu that quarter, on suspicion of aiding
and abetting Kingberring.  We are (hsp(w d to concur with the magistrate on the
doubts which he bias (\prc«(.d of the criminality of those sirdurs, and however
happy we are to achnowledge our sense of the wl which actuated Captain Foge in
the proceedings described in his correspondence on that subject, we are (,ompdlud
to remark, that the seizurc of thosc persons, without previous communication with
the magistrate, appears to have been precipitate and irregulor. We reserve oar
further scntiments, however, for the report which we expect to receive from the
magistrate of the result of the investization, whicl ie proposes to institute into the
justice of the complaints which have been preferred against those sirdars, and which
led 1o their apprehension.

24. In the 16th and following paragraphs of our address to your honourable court
of the 15t October last, we a l\utcd to the arrival at C lutt.w(mw of the shahbunder
of Arracan, and to the objects of the clandestine mission with which it was said that
he was charged.  The magistrate having subsequently reported, in his despatch

recorded as per margin, his doubts with l(‘"dld to the professed intention of that person

to return to Arracan, and his suspicion “that he meant to proceed to some part of
the coast of Coromandel, with a view to dispose of a cargo of rice, as well as to
endeavour to prosccute the object of his mission, solicited our instructions with
regard to the delivery of the letter with which he had furnished him to the address
of lhc rajah, as qpecmed in the zoth paragraph of our address to your honourable
court above adverted to. Being disposed to attach little importance to the pro-
ccedings of the shahbunder on the coast of Coromandel, we did not think it neces-
sarv to prohibit his prosccuting his voyage ; but approved of the intention signified
by Mr. Pechell, to ascertain and report such further information as he might be able

to collect with regard to the name of the vessel and the description of her crew. We,
at the same ume, instructed Mr. Pechell to deliver to the shakbunder the lctter from
the
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the governor-general to the rajah of Arracan, obscrving, that as the subject of it
related to the shahbunder himself, its receipt by the present rajah previously to the
return of the shahbunder, supposing it to be his real design not to procecd forthwith
to Arracan, was a matter of no conscquence, and that it was better, therefore, that
the shahbunder should himself be the bearer of it as originally proposed. ’

25. On the proceedings of the date inserted in the margin your honourable court
will find recorded a letter from Captain Canning, late cnvoy at Ava, submitting an
extract from the Italian missionary at Rangoon, Don Ignacio, containing an account
of the state of afairs at that city and its vicinity in the month of August last, and
relating a change that had taken place in the commercial system of the country, by
the abolition ot all the duties which had been established since the year 1788 ; the
king of Ava having issucd an order, to be circulated throughout the whole Burmah
empire, stating, that all new dutics and chokeys have been abolished in the present
reign, and that merchants will enjoy, as heretofore, cntire liberty to carry on their
concerns agreeably to their own will and pleasure.

26. This intelligence, your honourable court will observe, is confirmed by a letter
from the viceroy of Pegu to the governor-gencral, recorded on the proceedings of the
annexed date. The letter in question was brought to the presidency by a vakecl from
the Burmah government, whosc arrival, and the circumstances attending his mission,
are reported in a letter from Captain Canning, recorded as per margin ; to which
we beg leave to refer your honourable court for a knowledge of the causes which,
in Captain Canning’s opinion, led to the adoption of the mcasure announced in the
viceroy’s letter.

27. Captain Canning on that occasion observed, that the refusal of the supreme
government to deliver up the refugee Mugs appeared to have rendered prevalent
a supposition among the merchants of Calcutta, that when, on the faith of the king
of Ava's proclamation respecting the abolition of duties at Rangoon, a certain
number of vessels should have proceeded hitherto, the Burmese government might
probably seize both ships and commanders as hostages for the surrender of the Mug
insurgents ; Captain Canning accordingly suggested, that if we should deem it
expedient to ground any public notice to the merchants on the intelligence
conveyed in the viceroy’s letter, it might be advisable not to pledge, in any
manner, the interposition of the DBritish government, but to allow the matter
merely to rest on the authority of the letter in question.  We accordingly directed
an extract from the translation of the viceroy's letter, relative to the new commercial
regulotions of the Burmese government, to be published for general information,
leaving it to the merchants and traders who might be disposed to engage in com-
mercial speculations in that country to act as they thought proper.  The letter from
the viceroy contained also a rencewal of the demand for the suirender of Kingberring
and the other Mug refugees 5 on this point we considered it to be sufficient to refer
the viceroy, for a knowledge of our sentiments, to the letter from the Earl of Minto
in reply to the former demand on that subject.

28. Previously to the receipt of the letter from the viceroy above adverted to, we
had reccived, through Captain Canning, an application on the part of the Burmese
vakeels, whose mission was reported in our address to your honourable court from
this department of the 24th June last, representing that, adverting to the practice
of their own country, in which every change of governor usually produces a change
of measures and the reversal of his predecessor’s proceedings, they had been led to
entertain a hope that the arrival of his excellency the Earl of Moira, might possibly
effect a change in the determination of government with respect to the refusal to
surrender the refugee Mugs. In conveying their application for a further com-
munication of the sentiments of government on this subject, Captain Canning
observed, that as their own security and future exculpation with their government
might depend on their receipt of a communication of the scntiments of the present
governor-general, a humane regard to the precarions situation in which they might
be placed by the unsuccessful result of their deputation, on their return to their own
country, might render it proper to comply with their wishes.

29. The vakeels having subsequent!{y presented a memorial to the effect above
stated, under their own signature, we directed the secretary to address an official
note to them in reply, stating, that the letter from the Earl of Minto to the viceroy,

and the note which the secretary had formerly addressed to them by his lordship’s
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Despatch from  command, being entirely conformable to the sentiments and resolutions of the present
2’;(;,9"‘1 o °l°§;‘°‘l» government, he was instructed to refer them to those documents, as containing the
3 Febraly T4 deliberate and final resolutions of the British government on the question of the

Secret Cons.  surrender of Kingberring and his associates; your honourable court will find the
5Nov. N° 25, official note from the secretary recorded on the proceedings of the annexed date.

30. The vakecls were accommodated with a passage to Rangoon at the public
expense, and have proceeded on their return in the month of November last.

Caplain Canning, 31, We have since received accounts of their safe arrival at Rangoon, and for the

27 Junuary 1814.  gatisfaction of your honourable court we enclose as a number in the packet, the
letter from Captain Canning, in which those accounts are contained, by which your
honourablc court will observe, that the refusal of this government to surrender
Kingberring, was not rcceived by the local authorities in Pegu with any apparent
degree of irritation. It is further stated in the same despatch, that the Burmah
envoys in question werc to procced without delay to the capital, in company with the
viceroy of Pegu who had been directed to repair to court. Captain Canning
observes on this occasion, that it is pleasing to observe, that the conduct of the
envoys in giving a candid statement to their own government of the friendly and
hospitable treatment which they had experienced while in the company’s dominions,
was very different from that of their countryinen, on more than one occasion, when
placed in a similar situation.

32. Your honourablé court will also observe in Captain Canning’s letter above
quoted, that the ackoonroon, who had lately visited Benares for the ostensible
purpose of collecting religious writings, had returned to Arracan, and woald appear
10 have succeeded in the design to which we alluded in the 15th paragraph of our
letter to vour honourable court of the 1st October last, of carrying away some
Hindoostannec females, onc of whom is probably the person represented by him to the
king as a daughter of the rajuh of Arracan, sent by the rajub as a token of respect
for his Burmese majesty.

Secret Cons. 33. Webegleave tocall theattention of yourhonourable court, to another letter also
3 ];(:,c.',.: 813 received from Captain Canning, recorded on the annexed date, as containing some
" account of the state of aflairs at Pegu.  Withreference to the effect of the king’s
orders noticed in the paragraphof this despatch for the abolition of the new duties,
itappears by the intelligence which Captain Canning has received, that upwards of
twenty vessels from the different presidencies in India had resorted to Rangoon, and
were carrying on their commercial concerns on the faith of the abolition of mono-
polics, and the promised restoration of trade to its former footing ; Captain Canning
remarks, that it did not appear that the amended system of trade was likely to be
rigidly adhered to, as on finding their vessels began to frequent the port, the govern-
ment of Pegu had made known its intention of adding a duty of two per cent on
those formerly collected, declaving, at the sume time, the ships even which had left
the place to be liable to that duty, and taking sccurity from those persons who had
transacted their concerns for the payment of it.

34. Captain Canning having been detained at the presidency, since the 18th
September 1812, to await the arrival of the expected mission from Ava, whose
subsequent departure has been announced in a preceding paragraph of this despatch,
it being judged that his presence would be materially conducive to the public
interests with respect to the conduct of the communications which would take place
on the questions depending between this government and the state of Ava, we deem
it equitable that a reasonable remuneration should be allowed to him for any loss
incident to his absence from his corps, and to the nocessary increase of expense
attending his residence in Calcutta.

Pol. Department, ~ 35. The late governor:general accordingly. recorded a minute on this subject,
1 Oct.1813,N°95. propesing, that an,allowance of sicca rupees, 250 per mensem for house rent, and ‘an
equal sym te caver. the difference of allowance, oecasioned by his absence from his
corps, and by any extra expense ingident to his residence at.the presidency, should
be granted to him. His lordship further proposed to permit Captain Canning to
charge during the.same period :the sum of 100 rupees.for a writer, whom he had
foundinecessary. to. maintain.. Concurring entirely in  the. justice of his lordship’s
proposition, we. have authorized the payment: of; the allowance. in question to

Captain. Canaing as. a. remuneration for the duty psréormed by, him, and he has,
accordingly
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accordingly received it up to the date of the departare of the Burmese vakeels in the _ Despatch from
menth of November last. Gov.Gen. in council,
5 February 1814,

We huve the honour to be, with the greatest respect, . e
Honourable Sirs,
Your most faithful humble servants,
Moira,
G. Nugent,
N. B. Edmonstone,
Arek. Scton.

w——

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor General in Council at Forl  Despateh fiom
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company; Gov.Gen. i councl,
dated the 2gth April 1814. 9 Apriladig

N

Honourable Sirs,

WE propose in the present address, to communicate to your honourable court a
further report on the affairs of Chit*agong, in continuation of the narrative of events
and transactions in that quarter, submitted to your honourable court in our address

from this department under date the 5th of February last.

2. On the proceedings of the annexed date is recorded a despatch from the  Secret Cons.
magistrate of Chittagong, in reply to oar instructions of the 14th January last, 26 Feb Ny,
submitting some observations on the proclamation, which, as reported to your honour-
able court in the 13th paragraph of our address of the 5th of February, we had
transmitted to Mr. Pechell, containing an offer of pardon to the insurgent Mugs,
with the exception of the sirdars, leaving Mr. Pechell at liberty to suspend the
publication of it, if he should think that it was likcly to be productive of inconve-
nience or embarrassment, in which case he was desired to refer the question for our
further consideration.  Mr. Pechell had accordingly availed himself of the discre-
tion above stated to suspend the publication of the proclamation, and the grounds
on which he had deemed it expedient to do so were as follow: When he first
submitted for our consideration the plan of offering a free pardon to the insurgent
Mugs in January 1813, he observed that he had proposed it under the idea that the
total defeat of the insurgents, headed by Kingberring, and the capture of nearly all
their boats and stores by Licutenant Young at Coxe’s bazaar, as also the subse-
quent attack, defeat, and dispersion of the shattered remains of their force by the
Burmesc troops at their stockade at Mungaliageence, had necessarily extinguished
cvery hope of success with regard to their scheme of reconquering Arracan.  For
some time after those occurrences, Mr. Pecliell stated, nothing was heard of the
insurgent Mugs, excepting the apprchension of parties of them in the attempt to skulk
back to their homes, nearly in a state of starvation. This latter circumstance had
deterred, according to Mr. Pechell's conjecture, many other of the insurgents from
returning home, and not having any mcans of honest subsistence in their places of
conccalment in the hills and jungles, they were driven to the necessity of plundering
as the only alternative of perishing with hunger. Mr. Pechell had hoped that the
miscries which those people had thus entailed on themselves by joining Kingberring’s
standard, combined with the experience which they must have acquired of the utter
inadequacy of their means to the object in view, would induce thosc parties who
still adhered to Kingberring, and those who were subsisting by plunder, to return to
their homes and follow honest and peaceable uecupations, provided they received an
assurance that their past offences would, in that event, be forgiven, and that thus an
end would be put to their wild schemes against Arragcan. Since that period, how-
ever, it was stated by Mr. Pechell, so far from being discouraged by their late disas-
ters, Kingberring had become more daring than before, and the proclamation which
was published on the 10th of September last (threatening to deliver them up to the
Burmesc government) appeared to have had little or no effect but that of provoking
insolent letters from Kingberring. Mr. Pechell further observed, that it had been sug-
gested to him at different times, and from a consideration of all the events of t!:e last
two years, he was himself strongly inclined to believe it, that the Mugs despaired of
regaining Arracan by their own means, but that their object was, by workmg upon the
unreasonable jealousies and arrogance of the Ava government by a continuance of
their periodical incursions into Arracan, ultimately to embroil the British govern-
ment in a war with the state of Ava, the consequence of which might possibly be

360, the



Degpateh from
Gov.Gen.in council,
29 April 1814.
e e/

108 -PAPERS RELATING TO [ Burmese

the expulsion of the Burmese by the British power, and the re-establishment of
themsclves in Arracan under a government of their own. Mr. Pechell stated that
he believed that the hope of regaining Arracan by this course was prevalent among
the Mugs; and he obscrved, that the quantities of grain found in the different
stockades of Kingberring, which had been attacked by our sepoys, amounted, in his
opinion, to a proof, that Kingberring was more strongly supported than had hitherto
been known. From this circumstance, and other observations which he had made,
M. Pechell stated that he was afraid that the whole of the Mugs were secretly
assisting Kingberring, and urging him to persist in his schemes, notwithstanding
their professions to the contrary.

3. For the above and further considerations, tending to show that lenient
measures with the Mugs would not avail, Mr. Pechell stated in his despatch last
referred to, that he had suspended the publication of the proposed offer of free
pardon ; understanding that Kingberring was then meditating another attempt
against Arracan, where it was to be expected that he would meet with his usual
defeat, Mr. Pechell observed, that such of his followers as might escape would
probably take advantage of the pardon, if it were to be published, and return to
their homes, to await a more favourable opportunity of promoting Kingberring’s
views. Instead, thercfore, of adopting the lenicnt course proposed, of the success
of which Mr. Pechell stated that his experience of the character and conduct of the
Mugs would not admit of his entertaining any sanguine hopes, he suggested to us
a plan, the adoption of which might lead, he believed, to thc apprehension
of Kingberring, or to the entirc expulsion of the insurgent Mugs from the British
territories. This was, to issue a proclamation to all the Mugs, stating that if
Kingberring and his sirdars were not apprehended by a certain day, the Mugs were
to be considered to have forfeited the protection of the British government, and
would be expelled from its dominions. Mr. Pechell at the sume time stated some
objections which might be made to the above plan, to which it is unnecessary
specifically to advert; they related principally to the difliculty which the Mugs,
though willing to deliver up Kingberring, might experience in attempting to obtain
possession of his person, by his retiring to a great distance to the north-cast of
Chittagong ; as also the difficulty which might attend the exceution of the menace
to expel the Mugs from our territories, if that measure should be resolved on.
Mr. Pcchell also stated his intention of suspending the transmission of the letter
from the governor-gencral to the rajah of Arracan, on the subject of our readiness
to co-operate with the rajah in the most cffectual manner in the object of appre-
hending the insurgent Mugs, alluded to in the 16th paragraph of our address to
vour honourable court of the 5th February.

4. We signified to Mr. Pechell in reply, our entirc approbation of his having
suspended, for the reasons stated in his despatch, the issue of the proclamation,
containing the offer of free pardon above adverted to, and also of his intention to
defer the transrission of the governor-general's letter to the rajah of Arracan.
We intimated to him, that under the considcrations submitted by him, we had
determined to withhold the proclamation altogether; at the same time, we stated
that we discerned objections to the measure which he had proposed to substitute,
namely, to hold out to the Mugs a menace of expulsion from the British territory,
if Kingberring should not be seized and delivered up to government: it appeared to
us, that such a proceeding would not be just towards the Mugs, who, supposing
them to have the inclination to deliver up that chief, would probably not have it in_
their power to effect the purpose, and that the penalty annexed to the failure would
necessarily involve in the same punishment the innocent and the guilty, those who
were well-affected to government, and willing, yet unable, to gain possession of
Kingberring’s person, and of those who were desirous of screening him. We adverted
also to a suggestion which was submitted by Mr. Pechell, that a proclamation
should be issued, declaring the proposed amnesty in favour of those who might
wish to avail themselves of it by the performance of the prescribed condition, and
threatening the guilty with expulsion; on this suggestion, we observed to
Mr. Pechell, that even a measure of this nature would be of dubious efficacy ;
and as the expulsion or punishment of the guilty was a power which we already
possessed, and would doubtless exercise, we were disposed to think it better that
the measure in question should not be adopted.

5. We intimated to Mr. Pechell, that the reasons essigned by him for suspending
the transmission of the governor-general’s letter to the rajah of Arracan were
satisfactory ;



Har.) EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 109

satisfactory ; but that under the resolution which we had now adopted, and which we
shall proceed to statc in the following paragraph of this address, we considered
it to be desirable that the letter should be forwarded without delay, unless the
answer which Mr. Pechell might receive from the rajah to a remonstrance against
a late incursion of the Burmese to Gurgunecah within the British territory, s%ould
unexpectedly be of a nature to render a different course of procceding necessary.
In the latter case Mr. Pechell was desired to continue to suspend the transmission
of the governor-general’s letter until he should receive our further instructions.

6. The resolution above adverted to was, that Mr. Pechell should accompany the
governor-general’s letter to the rajah with one from himself, stating his desire under
the instructions of his government to depute a confidential person to confer with the
rajah, and proposing to the rajah to receive Mr. Pechell’s agent either at Arracan,
or at any other station most convenient to the rajah.  Mr. Pechell was further in-
structed to state, in the letter which he should send to the rajah, that the object *of
the mission was to concert with the rajah some combinced measures for effecting the
seizure of Kingberring and his principal adherents by the joint operations of the
troops of both countries.

7. We stated to Mr. Pechell that if the rajah should agree to reccive his agent,
it would be proper to select a proper person tor the service, and to despatch him to
the rajah with instructions to the following purport: that he should state to the
rajah the concern with which the British government had seen all its efforts to seize
Kingberring, disappointed by the impracticability of attacking him on the hills and
Jungles ; that while the severe checks which all the parties of the insurgents who had
ventured to descend into the plains had received from the British troops, must have
considerably impaired their means of offence, especially against the British territory,
yet that the British government was equally anxious as before to unite its efforts
with those of the officers of the king of Ava for the purpose of seizing Kingberring ;
and that, for the purpose of concerting with the rajah the most eftectual means of
accomplishing this desirable object, the magistrate of Chittagong had deputed his
agent, under our instructions, to confer with the rajah on those points.

8. We further desired Mr. Pechell to instruct his agent to inform the rajah, that
it had occurred to us that the employment of a Burmese foree, to act in the hills on
both sides of the boundary between the territories of the two states, while the British
troops should act in the low and open country of Chittagong, would aftord the most
likely means of seizing Kingberring and his principal sirdars.  Mr. Peckell has been
further instructed to desire his agent to state, that it this plan meets the approbation
of the rajah, the magistrate of Chittagong will be prepared to admit the Burmese
troops into the British territory, under the restrictions and limitations communicated
to Mr. Pechell in our instructions of the 14th January last, to which Mr. Pechell
is to direct his agent to obtain the rajah’s consent in writing.

9. We have intimated to Mr. Pechell, that the agent must be instructed to receive
any proposition which the rajah may make with a view to the same object, but not
to comnmit either Mr. Pechell, or the British government to its adoption, by any
declaration of assent; any proposition which may be made is to be communicated
to us in the first instance for our consideration.  For amore detailed knowledge of
the instructions which we issued on this occasion to the magistrate at Chittagong,
we ber leave to refer your honourable court to the letter addressed to that officer,
recorded on the annexed date.

10. On the proceedings of the date noted in the margin is recorded a despatch
from the magistrate of Chittagong, reporting his receipt of an answer to the letter
which he had addressed to the rajah, respecting the incursion of the Burmese to Gur-
gunneeah ; although the letter from the rajah was far from being satistactory on some
points, we did not consider it to be of a tenor to require any deviation from the
proceeding pointed out to Mr. Pechell in our instructions of the 25th of February last,
above adverted to, with respect to the transmission of the governor general's letter, and
the eventual deputation of an agent on the magistrate’s part to the rajah, and we ac-
cordingly directed Mr. Pechell to proceed to carry those instructions into exccution.
We also desired Mr. Pechell, in the eventof the rajah agreeing to the proposition
which was to be made to him to receive an agent, to add to thc. instructions with
which we had already desired him to furnish his agent, directions to revive the

subject of the attack on Gurguneeah in the past year, and endeavour to obtain the
360. ) F e liberatinn
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liberation of the inhabitants who had been carried away on that occasion by the
Burmese. The agent was further to demand the release of some Mugs, who had been
made prisoners, and carried away by the Burmese on their recent incursion to the
same village ; we stated to the magjstrate on this point, that the violent and unjusti-
fiable seizure of the company's subjects, could not be allowed to pass without every
effort to effect their release, and if application and remonstrance to the rajah should
fail, we should consider what further measures it might be advisable to pursue;
our instructions to the magistrate above stated are recorded as per margin.

11. The despatch from the magistrate of Chittagong recorded on the anncxed
date, contains intelligence of a report which had reached Mr. Pechell, that the
insurgent Mugs had actually carried into execution their meditated design of again
i nvading Arracan. We observed to the magistrate in reply, that the rencwal of
those enterprizes on the part of the Mugs against Arracan must always be reccived
by us with concern, as under any result they must tend to expose to interruption
the tranquillity of the district of Chittagong, and perhaps lead to a revival of
unpleasant discussions between the British government and the state of Ava.

12. The course of measures which it might be proper to pursue under the state
of circumstances which the invasion of Arracan might produce could not be
decided on until we should receive further reports from the magistrate of the course
of cvents; but it occurred to us, that the absence of the principal body of the insur-
gents might afford the opportunity of attacking and destroying their great stockade
in the eastern hills, and thus depriving them of an immediate and secure retreat, and
materially crippling their means of action. We were aware, at the same time, that
physical and local difficulties of a nature to obstruct the exccution of this plan
might exist, and accordingly, in suggesting it to thc magistrate of Chittagong, we
directed him to consult with Colonel Dick, the officer commanding at that station,
and left it to their judgment to take measures for carrying it into effect, if it should
appear to be practicable. We signified to Mr. Pechell, at the same time, that the
formation of a plan of co-operation with the rajah of Arracan against the insurgents
had become more than ever desirable by the occurrence above adverted to, of their
incursion into that country, and we desired him to avail himself of the first oppor-
tunity of carrying our instructions on that subject into effect.

13. A subscquent despatch from the magistrate of Chittagong of the 15th instant,
conteins the information that the party which Kingberring had detached into Arra-
can had been met by a Burmese force and put to the route, and that Kingberring
himself, with his main force, on hcaring that the Burmese troops were advancing
to attack him at his grand stockade, called Tyn, had abandoned his position, and
that his adherents had dispersed. This intelligence, the magistrate stated, had been
confirmed from many quarters. Mr. Pechell has observed, in the same despatch,
that he did not suppose that the Burmese would enter the plains in pursuit of the
insurgents, even ir the latter were to come into the British territory, but would con-
tent themselves with destroying the Tyn stockade, which was the grand rendezvous
of Kingberring, and where they might expect to find some plunder. In the event,
however, of the Burmese entering the plains, Captain Fogo, the officer commanding
to the southward of Chittagong, was already furniched with instructions for his
guidance. This last defeat of Kingberring by thc Burmese, in Mr. Pechell’s
opinion,-is likely to lead to the apprehension of that chief by the Mugs, who rather
than incur the hazard of being exposed to the resentment of the Burmahs under the
proposed plan of their admission within the British frontier, will concert among
themselves the means of securing the person of Kingberring, and delivering him
up. For a more detailed account of the grounds on which the magistrate is dis-
posed to believe that the Mugs will be induced to obtain possession of Kingberring's
person for the purpose of surrendering him to the British authorities, we beg leave
to refer your honourable tourt to the magistrate’s letter last mentioned.

14. We have since received two despatches from the magistrate, recorded on our
proceedings of the 22d instant, in reply to our instructions of the 25th February,
submitting the drafts of a letter which he proposes to address to the rajah of Arra-
can, relative to the contemplated arrangement for admitting the Burmese troops
into the hills within the British territories, and of the instructions which he has
prepared for the agent whom he proposcs to depute with it to the rajah, The
tenor of the drafts has appeared to us to be very proper; but adverting to the little
advantage to be obtained by correspondence with the rajah, we have recommended

Mr.
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Mr. Pechell to confine lLis letter to the rajah to a concise and general statement of
the object in view, referring the rajah for the details as they are now contained in
Mr. Pechell’s draft to the verbal representations which are to be made by the agent.
We have left, however, to Mr. Pechell's discretion, to adopt the mode suggested
by us, or to make a direct communication at length to the rajah, in the terms of the
draft as it now stands. Mr. Pechell having also in his letter of the 13th instant,
one of those last referred to, submitted his sentiments on the practicability of
destroying the Tyn stockade of the insurgents, during their absence, alluded to in
the 13th paragraph of this despatch, we limve signified to him in reply, that under
the circumstances stated by him, we are satistied of the inexpediency ot employing
British troops to destroy that stockade ; and that we concur with him in opinion,
that that object will be best effected by the Burmese, if it have not been ulready
accomplished by them, in the event of their proceeding in pursuit of the insurgents
into the hills in that quarter under the permission which they may receive to enter
our territories. Our instructions to Mr. Pechell, in reply to his letter last referred
to, are recorded on the proceedings of the annexed date.

15. We have this day received despatches from Mr. Pechell, reporting the par-
ticulars of an incursion to Gurguneeah by a party of Burmese troops. The Burmese
began to erect a stockade; but on the advance of Captain Fogo, they rctreated
towards the frontier. We do not think it necessary to trouble your honourable court
with the details, which are of no importance; and we propose to instruct
Mr. Pechell not to suspend his negotiations with the rajah of Arracan, but to remon-
strate with the rajah on this renewed aggression of his troops, which, we have rcason
to think, has been committed without his sanction.

16. Inthe 23d paragraph of our address of the 5th February we reported the
circumstance of some Mug sirdars, residing at Coxe’s bazaar, having been seized on
a charge of aiding and abetting Kingberring. We have since received a despatch
from the magistrate of Chittagong, recorded in the annexed date, reporting the result
of his investigation of those charges, which has entirely satisfied us of their being
totally without foundation.

17. Under this conviction, we have directed the magistrate to release the parties
immediately from all restraint, and to permit them to depart for their respective
places of residence.

18. On the proceedings of the annexed dates are recorded three despatches on
the subject of charges which had been preferred by a person named Nusseeraolla
agains. two hill chiefs, for supplying the insurgents with firc-arms, and rcporting
the result of his investigation ; by which it appeared that the charges had bcen
falsely and maliciously brought forward. We therefore directed Mr. Pechell to
release those chiefs, and to proceed against the informant, Nusseeraolla, in the mode

prescribed by the regulations.

19. The magistrate also reported, in the Jast of the three despatches above referred
to, that he had released thirty-eight hill people, who had been seized at the same
time with one of the hill chiefs alluded to in the preceding paragraph, no evidence
having been brought against them of having offered resistance to the troops who
were employed to secure the hill chief in question. We have approved of the ma-
gistrate’s proceedings on this occasion, and of his resolution to dismiss from his
employment Shahhamut Ally, the person who had transmitted exaggerated reports
respecting the hill chiefs and their dependents, including the thirty-eight persons
above mentioned ; intimating, that that person’s conduct appeared to be such as
would perhaps warrant Mr. Pechell in proceeding against him according to law, as
an accomplice of Nusseeraolla.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, Honourable Sirs,
Your most faithful humble servants,
Moira,
G. Nugent,
N. B. Edmonstonc,
Arch. Seton.
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Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company;
dated the 23d June 1814.

Honourable Sirs,

OUR last address to your honourable court relative to the affairs of Chittagong
and the Mugs was dated the 2gth April last. We now propose to resume the nar-
rative of events and transactions in that quarter, from the date of our despatch
above referred to, to the latest period to which our advices from the magistrate of
Chittagong extend.

2. In the 15th and subsequent paragraphs of our address of the 29th April 1314,
we adverted to an incursion which had been made by a party of Burmese troops at
Gurgunecah, within the honourable company’s dominions, and to the instructions
which we had issued on that occasion to the magistrate of Chittagong. Mr. Peche]l's
despatch on that subject, and the letter which was addressed to him in reply, will be
found recorded on our proceedings of the date noted in the margin. Some further
particulars respecting this outrage by the Burmese troops, when it appears that
two inoffensive Mugs, who werc engaged in the peaceable occupation of husbandry,
werc barbarously murdered, are detailed in a subsequent despatch from Mr. Pechell,
recorded on the annexed date, to which we do not consider it necessary more parti-
cularly to advert. We intimated to Mr. Pechell, in reply, that it would be proper,
in the communication which he was about to make to the rajah of Arracan, to notice
the barbarous and wanton attack on the two Mugs ; treating it, however, as an act
which could not fail to excite the indignation and displeasure of the rajah against the
perpetrators of the murder.

3. On the proceedings of thc annexed date is recorded the despatch from the
wagistrate of Chittagong, in reply to our instructions of the 2qgth April and 6th May,
submitting for our approval the draft of a letter which he proposed under those
instructions to address to the rajah of Arracan. We approved the draft as being
entirely conformable to the sentiments which we had expressed to Mr. Pechell on
the subject to which it related.

4. With reference to the resolution stated in the 6th paragraph of our address of
the 2gth of April last, to permit the Burmese troops under certain restrictions and
limitations to enter the British territory in scarch ot Kingberring, we have now
the honour to solicit the attention of your honourable court to the despatch from
the magistrate of Chittagong recorded on the annexed date, reporting the return of
the messenger whom he had sent to the rajah of Arracan, and enclosing a transla-
tion of the rajah’s letter in reply to Mr. Pechell’s proposal, for deputing an agent to
Arracan for the purpose of arranging the plan for the co-operation of the Burmese
troops within our frontier. On a reference to that document, your honourable
court will observe, that the rajah has avoided giving a written answer to the proposal
in question, a circumstance which Mr. Pechell states has excited his surprise, par-
ticularly as he had learnt from the messenger that the rajah had verbally expressed
to him his willingness to receive any person whom Mr. Pechell might desire to send.
A narrative of the transactions which passed at the rajah’s court during the mes-
senger's stay, is also enclosed in the despatch from Mr. Pechell, last referred to ;
and with reference to that statement, Mr. Pcchell observes, that the cause of the
rajah’s not noticing the point in question, may be ascribed to his desire to postpone
the settlement of the proposed plan until the expiration of the perindical rains. Mr.
Pechell at the same time suggested the propriety of his being authorized to address
another letter to the rajah, requesting in distinct terms that the rajah would give
a written answer to the proposal for deputing an agent to him, and informing him
that no parties of Burmese troops would be permitted to cross the frontier until the
agent had been received, and the rajah’s assent obtained to the limitations and condi-
tions under which the eventual admission of the Burmese troops was to take place.
The magistrate requested to be furnished with our instructions on the point above
stated, of again addressing the rajah, and also with regard to an expectation ex-
pressed by the rajah, that on the Burmesc troops entering the British territory they
should be provided by this government with arms, ammunition and provisions. We
signified to Mr. Pechell in reply, that we cntirely approved his suggestion of address-
ing another letter to the rajah to the efiect above stated, and that it would be ex-
pedient to notice at the same time that part of the rajah’s letter which adverted to

the
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the Burmese troops being furnished with arms, &c. by the British government, by
observing to the rajah that, in the event of the proposed plan being finall¥ settled,
it would of course be the duty of the Burmese government to render its troops effi-
cient by furnishing them with the necessary equipments, as otherwise their co-ope-
ration with the British troops in the pursuit of Kingberring could be of no avail.
and that no military stores, &c. could be provided for their use by the British
government.

5. The despatch from the magistrate above referred to, contains' the satisfactory
information of Kingberring’s cause having been greatly weakened by the dcath of
two of the principal sirdars attached to his party. It would also appear that a
rival chicf had started up in opposition to Kingberring, and it is not improbable
that the magistrate of Chittagong may, in the dissensions which may be expected
to take place between the rival parties, find the means of obtaining possession of
Kingberring’s person, an object, the failure of which hitherto is in a great measure
to be attributed to the secret attachment which the whole body of Mugs is believed
1o bear to the cause of the insurgents. The letter to the magistrate, of which the
substance has been stated above, is recorded on the proceedings of the annexed
date.

6. The latest accounts received from the magistrate of Chittagong, respecting
the views and proceedings of the government of Ava, are contained in a private
letter from Mr. Pechell to our sccretary, recorded on the proceedings of this day’s
date, by which your honourable court will obscrve, that that barbarous and ignorant
court is apparently meditating a renewal of the wild and extravagant scheme, of
forming a confederation of all the native princes of this country for the purpose
of eapelling the Fnglish from India, to which subject we had the honour to call the
attention of your honourable court, in our addresses of the 24th June and
1st October 18- 3, in reporting the circumstances of the clandestine mission of the
shahbunder of Arracan. In the reply which we have directed our sccretary
to transmit to Mr. Pechell, we have repeated the sentiments which we formerly
eapressed to him with respect to the little importance which we attached to those
paltry intrigucs.  We have not, therefore, deemed it nccessary to betray any
jealousy or suspicion of the designs of the Burmesc, by interdicting their commercial
intercourse with the city of Dacca, with which place a considerable traffic is carried
on, and to which, in the first instance, the clandestinc mission alluded to by
Mr. Pcchell in his letter above noticed, proposed to proceed in the character
of merchants, with the supposed ulterior design of penctrating through the
honourible company’s territories, collecting information by the way, to the dominions
of the Sikh chief Runjeet Sing; we have, however, instructed Mr. Pechell to
apprise the magistatc of Dacca of the supposed views of the party of Burmahs in
question, with a view to their motions beix?g watched, and in the event of their
attempting to prosecute their journey in land, to arrest their progress, and send
them back to Arracan. The letter to Mr. Pechell, of which the substance has
been here given, is recorded on the proceedings last referred to.

7. On the proceedings of the date noted in the margin, is recorded a cor-
respondence with the acting magistrate of Dacca, and the officer commanding
at Bunar, respecting the arrangements required for the safe custody, dieting, and
medical treatment of the Mug prisoners, despatched from Dacca, to be confined
in that garrison, agreeably to the plan already reported to your honourable court
in our addrcss from this department of the 1st October 1813. We do not consider
it to be niecessary to trouble your honourable court with the details of that arrange-
ment, and it will be sufficient to refer your honourable court to the letter to the
commanding officer at Bunar, recorded on the proceedings last mentioned, by which
it will appear that the expense of feeding and guarding the prisoners, to the
number of forty-six persons, will amount to about 390 rupees per mensem.

. 8. Your honourable court will not have failed to observe. that the late cor-
respondence rclative to the affairs of Chittagong, and to our transactions with the
Burmesc government, is recorded in the political department. 'Wc_havc been
induced to transfer the correspondence in question to this department, from which,
indced, our addresses on the subject to your honourable court have hitherto been
transmitted, not conceiving that any further necessity existed for recording it in the

secret department. '
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9. We have the honour to refer your honourable court to a despatch from the
magistrite of Chittagong, recorded as per margin, enclosing a letter from Captain
Fogo, commanding at Ramoo, submitting a plan for forming a local corps of Mugs,
and describing the advantages which may be expected to be derived from its
adoption. MTr. Pechell having transmitted that document without any comment,
we have signified to him, that it would have been satisfactory to have received his
observations and remarks on Captain Fogo's proposition, founded on the local
knowledge and experience which Mr. Pcchell has acquired of the character and
habits of the Mugs, and we have accordingly called on him to submit a report on the
subject. We have also referred a copy of Captain Fogo's lctter for the consideration
of his excellency the commander-in-chief, with a request that his excellency will
be pleased to communicate his sentiments regarding the plan in question in
a military point of view, and we shall have the honour to rcport our determination
on the subject in our next report to your honourable court on Chittagong affairs.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable Sirs, your most faithful humble servants,
Moira,
J. Nugent,
N. B. Edmonstonc,
Arch. Scton.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Dircctors of the East India Company;
dated 2oth December 1817.

Honourable Sirs,
THE object of this address is to submit to your honourable court a report on the
affairs of Chittagong, in conformity to the intention intimated in a despatch of the
late vice-president in council, under date the 2gth of October.

2. The governor-general in council, in his letter of the 23d of June 1814, ad-
verted to the resolution adopted by the British government, of permitting the rajah
of Arracan to send troops under certain restrictions and limitations into the com-
pany’s territories in search of Kingberring and the insurgent Mugs, his associates ;
and the invitation which the magistrate ot Chittagong was directed to address to the
rajah, to concert a system of combined measurcs with the officers of the DBritish
government for effecting the seizure of Kingberring and his adherents.  The rajah of
Arracan postponed giving a written reply at the time to Mr. Pechell’s agent, but he
subsequently addressed an evasive letter to the magistrate in reply to his communi-
cation, notifying his intention in conseguence of the commands of the king of Ava
to send an ambassador to Calcutta.

3." The magistrate’s agent was forcibly detained at Arracan for twenty days under a
guard ; in consequence therefore of this insult to the British government, the magis-
trate was instructed to cease to cotrespond with the rajah of Arracan.

4. A few months posterior to the return of the magistrate’s agent, two cnvoys
specially deputed by the rajah of Arracan, brought to Calcutta a letter from the
rajah to the address of the governor-general. The rajah did not advert to the propo-
sition which had been made to him on the part of the magistrate of Chittagong, but
confined his communication to complaints against the officers of the British govern-
ment for protecting the insurgents from intcrested motives, and to a demand that
the rebellious Mugs might be surrendered to his authority.

5. The vice-president, in the absence of the governor-general, returned a suitable
reply to the rajah’s letter, vindicating the company’s officers from the charge of
corrupt conduct which had been imputed to them, and assurirﬁ the rajah that no
means should be neglected in order to apprehend such of the Mugs as should con-
tinue their lawless course of life.

6. In the concluding part of the governor-general’s letter of the 28th of June
1814, his lordship in council stated his intention to report in & future despatch, his
determination rclative to Captain Fogo’s proposition for raising a corps of Mugs for
the preservation of tranquillity in that quarter of the district of Chittagong, bordering

on
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on Arracan. The communication of the sentiments of the governinent on the question G Desputchr from
was suspended until the opinion of the commander-in-chjcf should be known, and °;6GB';':"1%°:;“!’
his excellency having expressed a decided opinion of the inexpediency of the plan, _ o

v 4
the local government declined to carry it into execution. ~
7- The corrcspondence on this subject is recorded on the consultstion of the Cohs. 12 Jily,
annexed date. 1814, N° 3 to 10.
Cons. 26 July,
8. Your honourable court will not desire at this distance of time to veceive a de-  N°27to s9.

tailed narrative of the operations of the various detachments who were employed
against the insurgent Mug chicf Kingberring, whose mischievous proceedings so
long disturbed the tranquillity of the frontier of Chittagong, and who was the prin-
cipal occasion of so much unpleasant discussion with the government of Ava. The
death of Kingberring however, which took place at the commencement of the year
1815, produced a highly favourable change in the state of affairs in that quarter;
the event of Kingberring’s decease was followed by the dispersion of his adherents,
and having been deprived of their leader, they manifested a disposition to return
peaceably to their homes.

0. Under these circumstances the magistrate was informed, that it would not be Cons. 21 March,
advisable to prosccute any search after these misguided men, which, as the magis- 1815, N° 75.
trate justly observed, might deter them from their purpose cf returning home and
resuming habits of industry, and lead them to unite their fortunes to Ryngzing
(a Mug chicf who had not submitted), or form themsclves into plundering parties,
for which they would find a sccure retreat ia the hills and jungles of Chittagong.

10. As the death of Kingberring was an occurrence of considerable interest
to the Burmese government, the vice-president in council was of opinion that a
communication of the intelligence to the governor of Arracan from the British
government would not fail to be regarded as an acceptable act of friendship, as well
as a proof of the sincerity of the disposition which the British government had uni-
formly professed to discountenance the proccedings of the insurgents : the magistrate
of Chittagong was therefore desired to prepare a suitable address to the governor of
Arracan on the subject.

11. The tranquil state in which affairs in the district of Chittagong had continued
since the decease of Kingberring, led the local government to contemplate the
expediency of adopting some arrangement for liberating the Mug prisoners confined
at Buscar (as reported to your honourable court in the governor-general in council’s
letter of the 15t of October 1813).  Without hazard of inconvenience on this point,
however, the magistrate of Chittagong was desired to communicate his sentiments.

12. The magistrate’s reply is recorded on the consultation noted in the Cons.20 Sept.
margin. N159 (A.)

13. From Mr. Pechell’s letter the vice-president in council learned, with great
satisfaction, that the adherents of Kingberring had in gencral returned to their habi-
tations, and resumed their peaceable occupations and pursuits ; and Mr. Pechell, not
apprehending any inconvenience from the liberation of the prisoners at Buscar,
immediate orders werc issucd for their release from confinement, and for sending
them to their respective homes.  Four persons, however, who had rendered them-
selves conspicuous by their activity in the late disturbances, were, for the purpose
of greater security, retained in confincment for a few months after the liberation of
the rest of the prisoners.

14. The vice-president in council had indulged the hope that the tranquillity of
Chittagong was perfectly re-established ; but before the orders for liberating the
Muys in confinement at Buscar could take effect, intelligence reached the presidency Cons. 4 Oct- 1815
of the renewal of disturbances on the fronticr of Chittagong, and of a Mug village N°34.
having been plundered by a large party of the adherents of Rynjunzing, an insur-

gent chief, who had actively resumed his lawless practice.

15. The necessary measures were of course adopted with the view of suppressing
this new insurrection, and the magistrate from time to time reported the proceedings
of the detachments empleyed in the pursuit of Rynjunzing and his associates.

16. The despatch from the magistrate of Chittagong, recorded as per margin, Cons. 10 Feb. 1816,
describes the occurrence which took place during a tour which he made to the N° 69.
southern part of his district, and his exertions for the restoration of tranqllll}tly'.

360. S
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The same consultation contains some instructions issued on the occasion to
Mr. Pechell, but to the particulars of which it is not necessary in this place to
advert.

~17. We beg leave also to refer your honourable court to the despatches from
the magistrate recorded on the annexed date, describing the voluntary surrender.and
subsequent flight of Choopoo, one of the principal insurgent chiefs of Rynjunzing’s
party. The measures pursued by Mr. Pechell, although they were not attended with
final success, were considered by the government to be proper and judicious.

18. In the meantime the pursuit of Rynjunzing was urged without relaxation ;
but it was not until the month of May 1816 that the insurgent in question was

compelled, by distress and want, to surrender himself to the magistrate.

19. The particulars of the case of Rynjunzing, the circumstances which led to his
surrender, and the examination of the delinquent by the magistrate, are described in
the despatches from Mr. Pechell, which arc recorded as per margin.

20. With respect to the disposal of Rynjunzing, the magistratc was desired to
treat him as a state prisoner, in common with those Mug chiefs whose release it had
been determined to postponc until their adherents should have returned to their
peaceful occupations, and the tranquillity of the district should have assumed that
settled state which would afford sufficient security against its being liable to be inter-
rupted by any disturbances on the part of the Mug population ; but the governor-
general in council desired the magistratc to be apprised that Rynjunzing had
manifested a strong confidence in the character of the British government for cle-
mency and mercy, in counsenting to deliver himself up to the civii authority of the
district: he was entitled, in his lordship in council’s opinion, to some degree of
indulgence ; and that therefore, while every precaution was observed against his
effecting his escape, it was not his lordship in council's wish that he should be
confined with too much rigour.

21. On the consultation of the date inserted in the margin is recorded a letter
from the magistrate of Chittagong, reporting his proceedings regarding the disposal
of Rynjunzing, and the other prisoners connected with that insurgent.

22. The magistrate proposed that a distinction should be made, for the sake of
example, between the generality of Rynjunzing’s adherents and a few of the most
notorious of his chiefs, by confining the latter for a certain period.  The governor-
general in council approved Mr. Pechell’s suggestion, and accordingly authorized
him to detain the six chiefs sclected by him, including Rynjunzing himself, as pri-
soners of state ; and it was left to the magistrate’s discretion to propose the release
of all, or such as he might consider to be the least dangerous or guilty, at sach
period as he should deem advisable.

22 a. In the month of May last a despatch was reccived from the magistrate of
Chittagong, reporting the arrival at that station of the son of the rajah of Rumré, as
the bearer of a letter from the rajah purporting to be written under the immediate
orders of the king of Ava, and containing a demand for the surrender of the

Mug insurgents.

23. The magistrate very properly replied on his own part, at a conference which
took place between the young rajah and himself, that the demand for the surrender
of the Mug refugees had been repeatedly made by the governor of Arracan, and
a compliance with it declined, on the grounds of its being inconsistent with the prin-
ciples of the British government to deliver up a race of people who had sought
protection in its territory, and had resided in it upwards of thirty years; but that
he had no anthority to discuss the question, which must be referred to the governor-
general in council. .

24. Mr. Pechell was desired to address an answer to the rajah of Rumré, to the
effect of his own reply to the rajah’s son; observing a conciliatory and firm
tone, and stating his answer to be written under the orders of the governor-geheral
in council.

25. 'The governor-general at the same time addressed a letter to the viceroy of
Pegu, referring to the mission of the rajah' of Rumré’s son to Chittagong, and
explaining to the viceroy, for the information of the king of Ava, the impracticability
of our delivering up the emigrants, and the inutility of renewing the subject. o
26. The
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26. The draft of the governor-general’s letter to the viceroy is recorded on the
proceedings of the annexed date.

27. The magistrate had been directed to use his endeavours to discover the
motives and objects of the court of Ava in reviving the question of the surrender of
the Mugs ; and, if possible, to ascertain from the agent whether any preparations or
arrangements were in progress in Arracan indicative of a design to attempt the seizure
of the Mugs by violence, or of any other hostile purpose ; and his subsequent com-
munications with the rajah of Ramree’s son satisfied his mind that projects of this
nature were in contemplation.

28. The intelligence obtained by the magistrate was of a description which ap-
peared to require secrecy, and the despatches which contained it were accordingly
recorded in the secrct department, and will be found on the consultation noted in
the margin. .

29. The general tenor of that intelligence, combined with the knowledge pos-
sessed by wovernment of the arrogant spirit of the court of Ava, and the extreme
Jealousy which it has always enteriained of our protcction of the emigrant Mugs,
induced the governor-general in countil to deem it by no means improbable that, on
receiving intimation of the refusal of the British government to comply with the
demand conveyed in the rajah of Ramree’s letter, an attempt might be made on the
district of Chittagong, or the neighbourir.g British possessions, by the Burmese.
The governor-general in council, therefore, judged it expedient to adopt precaution-
ary measures for the security of the honourable company’s territory against a sudden
irruption ; and orders were accordingly issued for rcinforcing the post of Chittagong
without delay. A cruiser and two gun-boats were accordingly ordered to be
stationed on the coast, so as to providc against a sudden descent by sea.

30. The magistratc was also furnished with suitable instructions on the occasion,
and in consequence, however, of subsequent despatches from the magistrate of
Chittagong, intimating his opinion that the probability of a hostilc attack on our
territorics by the Burmese government, was considerably diminished, the vice-
president in council was led to believe that the reports of projected invasion of the
eastern provinces arose more from the presumption and ambition of interested
individuals, than from any real manifestation on the part of the higher authorities of
Ava, of intentions inimical to the existing tranquillity of the company’s territories.

31. Impressed with these sentiments, the vice-president in council resolved to
suspend the departure of the naval force which had been prepared for the protection
of the coast of Chittagong, retaining however at disposal the means of having recourse
to the projected system of defensive arrangements, if events should subsequently
requirc the resumption of it ; it was not however considered by the local government
to be advisable to make any alteration in the military arrangements which had been
resolved upon for the better security of the eastern provinces.

32. By a reference to the despatch from the magistrate of Chittagong, recorded
as per margin, your honourable court will observe that the intelligence contained in
it was such as to warrant the conclusion, that the information which had suggested
extraordinary measures of defensive arrangement was devoid of any solid foundation,
and that there was not the least reason to suspect the existence or the future con-
templation of any hostile designs on the part of the Burmese government; under
those circumstances the vice-president in council submitted to the govemor-general,
whether it might not be expedient immediately to countermand some of those
augmentations and dispositions of military force which were founded on a contrary
supposition.

33. In suggesting this course of proceeding the vice-president in council was
guided not mercly by a solicitude to avoid unnecessary expense, and to obviate
inconvenience to the public service, but also by the alarm on the part of the
Burmese government, which the measures of defence already in progress appeared,
from the last despatch of the magistrate of Chittagong, to have excited respecting the
designs of the British government.

34. The governor-general havin‘% signified his entire acquiescence in the suﬁges-
tion of the vice-president in council, that the extraordinary preparations of defence
against the Burmese should be abandoned, the necessary.- orders were immediately

issued for carrying it into execution,
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35. We are happy to state to your honourable court that at the period of our
1atest advices from Chittagong, there was no manifestation on the part of the Mug
pulation, of a disposition to disturb the existing tranquillity ; the merchants of
Arracan and Ava continued to resort to Chittagong and the neighbouring districts
for the purposes of trade, and the reports of meditated aggression by the Burmese
against our possessions in those quarters had entirely subsided.

36. The magistrate of Chittagong having at length succeeded in again securing
the insurgent chief Chauripo, and in apprehending about cighty of the Mugs who
had been his associates, submitted to government a report containing his suggestions
relative to the disposal of those prisoners, with reference to his classification of their
delinquency. The report of the magistrate is rccorded on the consultation on the

date noted in the margin.

*37. Mr. Pechell stated his conviction of thc expediency of delivering up to the
Burmese government such of the prisoners as should be proved to have been most
active in committing hostility in thc province of Arracan, as being the only means
of deterring thc Mugs from attempting in future <uch lawless and atrocious

enterprizes.

38. The vice-president in council was satisfied that the measure proposcd by the
magistrate was the only onc calculated to make a salutary and permancnt impression
upon the Mug settlers, while they continue in a position presenting so many facilities
for the indulgence of their predatory habits, and their rooted hostility against
the Burmese. DBut although the surrender of the oflenders to the Burmese
gseemed to be the most efficient course of procecding, yct when the vice-presi-
dent in council contemplated the barbarous punishment which the Burmesce
might be expected to inflict on the wretches who might be delivered up to their
vengeance, the vice-president in council felt that it would be repugnant to the
merciful character of the British nation to expose so many persons to the vindictive
resentment of their enemies, exasperated as they justly were by repeated ageressions ;
the local government was anxious therefore to devise some other mcans by which
the ends of retributive justice might be answered, and the repetition of similar
outrages effectually prevented, without resorting to that extreme measure, to which
nothing but the failure of every other expedient would induce the government to
have recourse.

39. In the resolution to abstain from the surrender of any of the prisoners, the
ice-president in council was influenced also by the consideration, that it would
probably constitutc an encouragement to a repetition of demands, on the part of the
Burmese authorities, for the surrender of fugitives, and a precedent which on such
occasion might create a considerable degree of embarrassment. .

40. With reference to the great number of prisoners, and to the additional labour
which a necessary separatc examination of each, and a detailed statcment of the
part which each of the accused persons took in Chauripo’s criminality would involve,
the vice-president in council determined t» associate another gentleman with him to
form a special committee for the performance of the above-mentioned duties, and to
report for the consideration of government, on the proper mode of disposing of the
prisoners in question. The 4th judge of the Dacca court of circuit was accordingly
appointed to officiate as chief member of the committce, when the regular course of
his judicial duty should lead him to Chittagong. As the offenders however could
only be regarded as state prisoners, the 4th judge was desired to understand that his
duties as 2 member of the committee were considered to be entirely distinct from
his functions as a circait judge. )

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
Honourable Sirs, your most faithful humble servants,

G. Dowdeswell,
* Ja* Stuart,
A. W. Ricketts.
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Yixtract from a DESPATCH from the Governor Generdl in Coancil at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 4th June 1818.

23. OUR last communication to your honourable court relative to the affairs of
Chittagong, was conveyed in our separate letter to your address under date the 20th
of December; but as neither the bulk nor the importance of the late correspondence
with the magistrate of Chittagong on that subject requires a separate:address on the
present occasion, we shall notice the few points connected with it under the appro-
priate head.

24. In the month of October last a despatch was received from the magistrate,
containing his examinations of a person named Devy Dutt, who, with two others,
by name Shaik Daoud and Namerozia, appeared to the magistrate to have been
engaged in an intrigue at the court of Ava, and who were shortly expected at Cal-
cutta. The acting Persian secretary was in consequence desired separately to inter-
rogate thosc persons on their arrival here, regarding their late proceedings at Ava,
and to endeavour to ascertain the real object and intention of the mission on which,
according to Devy Dutt’s statement, they were deputed to Lahore.

25. On the arrival, however, of Shaik Daoud and Namerozia in Calcutta, the
necessity of acting upon the preceding instructions was superseded, as it appeared
that they were accredited as envoys from the court of Ava to this government.

26. The two last-mentioned persons presented two letters from the minister of
the king of Ava, onc requiring the delivery up of the Mug insurgents ; the other
notifying the mission of the bearers, together with Devy Dutt to the Tangab, of
procuring religious books.  Devy Dutt did not report his arrival in Calcutta, nor
did cither of the cnvoys make any allusion to him; but it was discovered that he
had arrived at the presidency, and that he was studions to conceal himself from the
notice of government.

27. The suspicious conduct of this person, and the circumstances stated in the
letter from the magistrate of Chittagong, determined us not to permit the Burmese
envoys to proceed to the upper provinces without the sanction of the governor-
gencral ; independently, however, of the particular circumstances of suspicion which
attached to those persons, the number of missions which had been previously sent
from Ava for this ostensible purpose, could not but induce a strong belief that it had
been in every instance a mere pretext; and however unimportant and extravagant
the projects of the Burmese government might be, we conceived that it would not
be advisable to ullow of their being further prosecuted without interruption. We
accordingly stated thesc sentiments for the consideration of his excellency.

28. The governor-general entirely approved our resolution not to permit the
envoys to proceed to the upper provinces in prosecution of their mission ; and his
lordship not having been apprised, through inadvertence, that Shaik Daoud and
Namerozia had already been recognized in the character of political envoys, in con-
sequence of the production of their credentials, expressed his opinion that they
should not only not be received as envoys, or be acknowledged us agents of the
Burmese government, cither in a public or private capacity, but should be detained
in custody as impostors until they could be sent as prisoners to the government of
Rangoon.

29. Under the circumstance, however, of their having been already recognized
as envoys, we conceived that the precise course pointed out by the governor-general,
of sending those persons back to Ava under restraint, would be objectionable. At
the same time it occurred to us that the object which his lordship had in view
would be fully attained by simply dismissing the envoys with a letter to the court of
Ava, stating, that the government had thought it proper, and an act of friendship
towards that court. to prevent their prosecuting their journey to Lahore, as it had
been discovered that their mission to that country originated in a false representa-
tion which had been made to the king of Ava regarding the character of Devy
Dutt. We accordingly determined to pursue this course. ~ With regard to the repe-
tition of the demand for the surrender of the Mugs, we deemed it proper to refer
the minister to former communications on that subject made to the viceroy of
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30. It having been ascertained that Devy Dutt, though a native of Lahore, had
resided since his childhood within the British territories, we did not judge it neces-
sary to impose any restraint upon him.

31. The correspondence with the governor-general on this occasion, and the
reply returned to the ministers of the king of Ava, are recorded on the consultations
of which the dates are noted in the margin.

33. The government having received information that a boat laden with arms
and other stores was lying at the Baliagaut destined for Arracan, the magistrate of
the suburbs of Calcutta was directed to seize and detain the boat, and to furnish
without loss of time an account of her cargo. The magistrate was also desired to
proceed in person in the discharge of the above-mentioned duty, accompanied by
such a force as might obviate all attempt at resistencc on the part of the boat
people.

'33. The magistrate’s report of his proceedings is recorded on the consultation of
the annexed date.

34. The stores being inconsiderable both in quantity and value, we did not con-
sider it advisable to direct the confiscation of the articles seized ; conceiving that the
seizure of them, accompanied by a declaration that any attempt hereafter to pass
articles of such a description without the permission of government would subject
them to confiscation, would be sufficient to prevent the surreptitious exportation of
military stores to the Burmese dominions. We accordingly ordered the articles in
question to be restored.

35. Several despatches from the magistrate of Chittagong are recorded in the
secret department, in which he reported the intelligence which had reached herc
regarding the appearance of a large Burmese force on the froutier of the district of
Sylhet ; the rumourcd hostile projects of the king of Ava to be directed against the
eastern borders of our territories, and the measures of precaution which he had
adopted under the uncertain and doubtful information which had been communi-
cated to him.

36. The intelligencc contained in the magistrate’s despatches was generally too
inconclusive to render necessary the immediate adoption of measures suggested by
him in his letter marked N* 69, of the consultation last quoted, of sending a naval
force for the protection of the coast of Chittagong, with reference to the possible
irruption of the Burmese into that district. We approved, however, the precau-
tionary measures adopted under the magistrate’s own authority.

37. In conformity to Mr. Pechell’s suggestion, we authorized him occasionally
to disburse small sums of money, not exceeding fifty rupees, for the purpose of obtain-
ing such intelligence as might be depended on relative to the state of affairs at Arracan,
and the projects of the Burmese government, which might be contemplated against
the tranquillity of the honourable company’s eastern provinces.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 17th March 1820.

134. ON the proceedings noted inthe margin is recorded a translation of an extra-
ordinary letter from the rajah of Ramree to thc address of the governor-general,
meking a demand on the part of the king of Ava, for the cession of Ramoo, Chit-
tagong, Moorshedabad and Dacca, on the alleged ground of their being dependen-
cies of the Burmese government, and filled with extravagant and absurd menaces
in the event of a refusal to comply with the requisition. %he governor-general on
this occasion addressed a letter to the viceroy of Pegu to the following effect :
That if the letter had really been written by order of the king of Ava, his excellency
lamented that persons so incompetent to form a just notion of the state of power of
the British nation in India should have been able to practise on the king's judg-
meit ; that any hopes which the king might have been induced to entertain that the
British government would be embarrassed by contests in other quarters, were en-
tirely delusive ; that we were indifferent to attack from the king of Ava, further
than as we should regard with concern the waste of lives in an unmeaning quarrel ;

that
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that his excellency trusted, however, that the king would perceive the folly of the
counsellors who would plunge him into a calamitous war, by which the commerce of
his empire would be wholly destroyed ; and that if, as the governor-general could
not but believe, the rajah of Rameé had for some unworthy purpose of his own
assumed the tone of insolence and menace exhibited in his letter, without the au-
thority of the king of Ava, he hoped that a procedure so calculated to breed dis-
sentions between two friendly states, would be visited by the king with the severe
displeasure which it deserved.

135. There is no way of accounting for this ektravagant step on the part of the
court of Ava, but by supposing it to have originated in a secret agreement with the
Mahrattas. The governor of Merghege, a Burman chief of great eminence, had
Leen permitted to visit the upper provinces for professed purposes connected with
religion. There is reason to surmise that his real object was to ascertain the seal
strength and determination of the Mahrattas, in consequence of previous overtures
from them ; and it is probable that he had adopted delusive notions of both. The
king of Ava, immediately after the transmission of the message, which was really
a declaration of war, would learn that the views of his expected allies had been
anticipated, and that the Mahrattas were crushed.  Thence his hostile intentions sub-
sided without further explanation.

130. Referring your honourable court to the twenty-third and cight succeeding
paragraphs of the letter addressed to you on the 4th of June 1818, by the late
vice president in council, we have the honour of reporting that a letter was received
trom the rajah of Arracan, demanding on the part of the king of Ava the delivery
of Debee Dutt, together with Shackh Daoud and Namerozia, into the hands of
military officers deputed by the rajub to reccive them.  We immediately directed
the surrender of Shackh Daoud and Namerozia to those appointed to receive them ;
but at the same time a communication was made of the confident hope of the
British government, that as it had in this instance, purcly as an act of friendship
towards the king of Ava, departed from its established practice, the punishment
inflicted on them would not be of a capital nature ; and that on this expectation
alone had it consented to deliver them up. It was also intimated to the rajah
of Arracan, that we expected him to use his influence with his court to the same
end, and a similar application was made to the ministers of the hing of Ava.
With regard to Debee Dutt, the rajab was informed, that he, being a British subject,
could not be given up to be punished for his offence by a foreign state, but he was
assured that when Decbee Dutt was apprchended, the British government would
tuke upon itself the care of his punishment.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at
Fort William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the Last India
Company ; dated the 8th July 1820.

77. ON the proceedings of the annexced date we have recorded a correspondence
between Mr. Scott and the magistrate of Rungpore, relative to some disturbances
which had taken place on the frontier of Assam; but the subject does not require
specific notice.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;
dated 21st October 1820.

100. ON the proceedings of the annexed date is recorded a report from the
magistrate of Chittagong respecting the state prisoners confined in the gaol of that

station ; the magistrate recommended the release of these persons, but stated it -

to be advisable, that the principal inhabitants of Coxe’s bazaar should be called upon
to give their opinions, as to how far the tranquillity of that part of the country
might be affected by their enlargement; and in the event of their entertaining any
fears, he suggested that the prisoners should. be obliged. to reside at the. station
of the magistrate, and present themselves to him from time to time, until such
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apprehensions should have subsided. We desired the magistrate to make these
and other inquiries suggested by him, and again to submit his opinion upon the
cases of the several prisoners for our further consideration. In his reply to these
orders, the magistrate submitted a statement of the circumstances of each individual
prisoner, and of his opinion with regard to the course to be pursued towards him.
We complied generally with his suggestions and recommendations ; for the details
of which, we have the honour to refer to the correspondence cited in the margin.

101. The despatch from the magistratc of Chittagong, noted in the margin,
announced the report of the death of the king of Ava.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-Cieneral in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company;

dated oth May 1823.

140. THL correspondence with the joint magistrate of Rungpore, recorded on
our consultations of the dates noted in the margin, relates to questions arising out
of the expulsion of the former rajah of Assam, who, with the bura gohoeen, or
principal minister, sought an asylum in the British territorics ; and of the elevation
of rajah Chunder Kaunt, by the aid of a Burnmese army, to the musnud of that
country. Any gpecial advertence on our parts to the subject must be unnecessary
at this distant period from the date of the occurrences.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Dircctors of the East India Company ;

dated 13th June 1823.

§0. TIIL subject of Assam affairs, referred to in the correspondence cited in
the margin, will be breught to the notice of your honourable court in another place,
in conncetion with an account of the late proceedings of the Burmese government

in that country.

149. We purpose in a subsequent despatch to furnish a full and connected
account of the late revolutions in Assam, and the complete introduction of the
authority of the king of Ava into that province, and shall not therefore notice in this
place the letters from the magistrate of Rungpore, which relate to those events.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;

dated 3ist July 1823.

5. WE are gratified to find that the tencr of our replies to the applications from
the rajah of Assam for assistance to settle the affairs of his dominions, was approved
by your honourable court ; at the same time we think it proper to remark, that our
continued refusal to interfere in the affairs of Assam, has by no means prevented the
troubled and distracted state of that country from proving a source of embarassment
to the British government : your honourable court will be apprised by our regular
reports, that the government of Ava has taken advantage of the dissensions pre-
vailing in the Assamese territory, to obtain military occupation of the country, and
to set aside its native princes ; thus the Burmese nation has come in contact with our
territories, at another and most inconvenient point, and by the possession of Assam
they have acquired the comimand of the upper part of the Burrampooter.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company;
dated the 12th of September 1823.

JUDGES AND MAGISTRATES.

'90. THE most important part of the correspondence under ‘this head relates to the
occupation of Assam by the Burmese, end the discussions which arose between the

focal aathorities of the two states, in consequence of the partial violation of our
boundary
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boundury by the troops of the fatter. To place the subject in a distinct point of view
before your honourable court, it will be necessary to advert briefly to the state of
purties und the course of events in Assam prior to 1822, as indicated by corres-
pondence which has not yet been regularly brought to your notice.

91. On the 26th June 1819, Mr. Scott, commissioner in Cooch Behar, reported to
the government, that the party in Assam acting under the influence of the principal
hereditary officer of state, called the booda or bura goheyn, und the nominal autho-
rity of rajah Poorunder Singh, had been driven from Gohatee or Gowahatee, by the
opposite faction hcaded by Chunder Kaunt, a competitor for the raj, who was
supported by the Burmese power, and an army composed of the subjects of the
Man Rija, with other rude tribes bordering on Assan:.

g2. In September following the ex-rajah Poorunder Singh, addressed a letter to
the governor-general, stating that he had been driven from his territories by a hill
tribe called Man, and had taken refuge at Chilmarec in the district of Rungpore ;
he solicited the protection and assistance of the honourable company, and offered to
become tributary, and to pay the expensc of the detachment that would be necessary
to cflect his restoration to the wusnud of his ancestors ; this application was repeated
in the following month.

0.;- About the same period the hura goheyr, or prime minister of the Assam rcj,
cune to Caleatta and presented several successive memorials, soliciting the inter-
serence of the British  government for the restoration of himself and Poorunder
Ningh, the rightful rajah (or surgdeo) to authority, and stating that the king of Ava had
been induced to support Chunder Kaunt, throush false representations made to him
ot his title to the musnud @ we should rewark that there is some confusion and
obscurity in the petitions presented by the bura goheyn; he sometimes represented
himselt as the adherent and supporter of Poorunder Singh, and at other times seemed
to state the supreme authority as vesting in his own person, owing to the default of
legal heirs to the rej.

9 1. In reply to these several applications, we informed the ex-rajah and the bura
coheyn, that the British government does not interfere in the internal affairs of foreign
states, nor pronounce on disputed titles to the musnud ; but maintains with the
reigning prince the relations of friendship and concord.  Under these circumstances
we declined taking cognizance of the disputes between themselves and rajah Chunder
Kaunt, who hial obtained the musnud of Assam ; but assured them, that whilst they
should conduct themscelves in a quiet and peaccable manner, and conform to the
orders Hf government, they would find an asylum within the honourable company’s
territorics,

95- In the meantime repeated applications were made to us by Chunder Kaunt,
the successtul competitor, for the seizure of the ex-rajah, and the bura goheyn and
his followers, with their property and eflects, which he claimed as the property of the
state : we replicd to the rajalt’s letter by stating, that as it is contrary to the principles
of the Dritish government to interfere in the afluirs of foreign states, we did not
pretend to a right of pronouncing on the disputed title to the musnud of Assum,
but should be cver disposed to maintain the most friendly intercourse with the
reigning prince of the country, and under this exposition of our scntiments §hould be
happy to cultivate with him the relations of amity, and to pay every attention to his
wishes, so long as a compliance with them was not at variance with our estab{nshed
usage and policy.  We met his request for the surrender of the heads of the defeated
party, by informing him that as it is not the practice of this government to d.eny an
assylum to palitical refugees, so long as they conduct themselves in a quict_and
peacenble manner, the governor-general felt precluded from complying with his wishes
for their apprchension and punishment.

96. The governor-general was addressed likewise by one of the rpinisters of the king
of Ava on the subject of the intervention of that state to support Lhupder Kaunt, and
to re-establish tranquillity in Assam; and requesting that cortain refugees, who
continued to disturb the frontier, might be apprehended and del{vered over to the
military officers of his Burmese majesty, for the purpose of being conducted to
Arracan. lis lordship's reply was couched in generally amicable and compliment-
ary terms, and professed every disposition to promote the friendship and harmony
so happily subsisting between the two governments. With respect to the persons
expelled from Assam, who had sought refuge within t h British territories, it was
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stated that a letter had been written on the subject to rajah Chunder Kaunt, and the
minister was referred to him for particulars.

97. In the despatch recorded on our consultations as per margin, Mr. Scott
reported, that the ex-swerg deo, or rajah Poorunder Singh, was employed in col-
lecting troops in the Bhooban territory, for the purpose of invading Assam ; and that
it was reported his force was to be headed by Mr. Bruce, a native of India, who
had long resided at Ingigopa. He added, that Chunder Kaunt, the reigning rajah,
was supposed to be very desirous of getting rid of his allies, the Burmahs, and was
understood to be treating with the bura gotflayn and other refugees of consequence
for their return, with a view to a combination of the whole means and strength of the
country against the Burmese.

98. On the 30th of April Mr. Scott made known to us that the bar barwah, or
Assamese minister, who was an adherent of the interests of the Burmese party, had
been murdered, as was supposed, with the connivance of rajah Chunder Kaunt;
that the latter had in consequence retired from Jorahawt to Gowahati; and that it
was generally believed an army from Ava would soon invade the country to avenge
the death of the bar barwah, and to depose the reigning prince. The above com-
munication was followed almost immediately by information that the Burmahs had
set up another rajah in Assam, and that it was supposed Chunder Kaunt would
shortly be compelled to fly the country.

99. Applications having been received by us from the bura gohayn and the cx-
rajah Poorunder Singh for the restoration of certain arms left by them in deposit at
Chilmaree in 1819, and also for permission to purchase arms at the arsenal at Yort
William, we declined compliance with the latter request ; and to enable us to decide
on the former, we called upon the joint magistrate at Rungpore for more particular
information regarding the existing state of atfairs in Assam. In replying to the
above call, Mr. Scott took occasion to remark, that with reference to the arrogant
character of the Burmah government, and the spirit of conquest by which it is
actuated, it seemed to him probable that, in the event of its authority being esta-
blished in Assam, it would become necessary to station a considerable force on that
unhealthy frontier ; and he submitted, thercfore, whether the intercsts of the Dritish
government would not be best consulted by permitting the Assam refugees to obtain
the necessary means for the expulsion of the invaders. lle added, that the cruclties
practised by the Burmese, and the devastation of property that had taken place since
they first entered Assam, had rendered all classes of people desirous of being relicved
from them ; and that all that secmed necessary to enable either Poorunder Singh or
the bara guhayn to establish their authority, was a supply of fire-arms. Though
there might be objections to furnishing them with muskets from the arsenal of Fort
William, there could be none, he conceived, to permitting them to transport such
arms as they might be able to obtain by private purchase into the Boolan territories,
with the consent of the local authorities. We stated, in reply, that we were aware
of no objection to the several parties struggling for ascendancy in Assam procuring
muskets and stores by private means, in order to carry them across the frontier and
arm their adherents. For other less impnrtant points comprised in the above corre-
spondence, we must beg leave to rcfer your honourable court to the record of our
proceedings as per margin.

100. Towards the end of May, the ex-rajah Poorunder Singh having entered
Assam from the Bhoolan territory, or the northern part of Bignee, was attacked by
a party detached by Chunder Kaunt, and his force entirely defeated and dispersed.
His commander also, Mr. Bruce, was made prisoner, and sent to Gowahati.

101. On the 30th of September the joint magistrate of Rungpore reported, that
Chunder Kaunt had been expelled from Assam by the Burmese party, and had fled
to the chokey opposite to Gowalparch. The above communication was succeeaed
by reports of various outrages committed on the British frontier villages by parties
of the Maun or Burmese troops, and by suggestions from the joint magistrate that

a small force should be detached from Pitalaga to protect our territory from further
insult.

102. With reference to the measures which Mr. Scott stated himself to have
adopted for obtaining reparation on account of the above aggressions, we, in reply,
informed him, that we entirely approved his having called on the commander of the
Burmese troops, and the Assam minister who accompanied them, to deliver up the

perpetrators
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perpetrators of the outrages alluded to, whose acts appeared to have been disavowed
by their chiefs. In the event of the requisition not being complied with, the gover-
nor-general in council authorized him to accept the offer which there was reason to
believe the Burmese commander might make to punish the offenders himself. We
expressed ourselves satisfied of the necessity for strengthening the military force in
the north-east quarter of Rungpore, and apprised Mr. Scott that the officer com-
manding at Titalza would be dirccted to detacha party of sufficient strength to repel
by force any further violation of our boundary, but not to follow the aggressors into
the Assamese territory. We instructed the joint magistrate likewise to warn the
principal authorities in Assam of the necessity of restraining their followers from
the commission of any similar outrages in future.

103. In the meantime a letter had been received by the joint magistrate from
the commander of the Burmese troops, stating that his soldiers had by mistake
plundered the villages of Habbraghat within the British boundary, thinking that
they belonged to Assam ; that he had no intention of molesting the inhabitants of
Bengal, and that he would afford satisfaction for whatever had occurred, on the
receipt of orders to that cffect from the swerg deo or rajah at Gowahati.

104. In aletter, recorded on our consultations of thc annexed date, the joint
magistratc of Rungpore reported that he had signified his compliance with a request
preferred by rajah Chunder Kaunt, through Mr. Bruce, for permission to transport
gunpowder and military stores into Assam, and suggested that orders should be issued
to the proper authority at the presidency for the grant of passes.

105. We informed Mr. Scott, in reply, that we had directed the sanction of
government to be conveyed to Mr. Bruce for the transport of three hundred muskets
and ninety maunds of gunpowder, intended as a supply to rajah Chunder Kaunt.

106. We pointed out to him, that the government licence only protected the arms
as far as Rungpore, beyond which place they were not to be carried without his
permission.  This condition the governor-general in council thought it necessary
to introduce under existing circumstances; and Mr. Scott was directed to use his
discretion in allowing supplics of arms to be furnished under passes from the officers
of government to any of the partics who contested the sovereignty of Assam.

107. The necessary orders, we informed him, would be issued through the terri-
torial department to give cffect to any pass that he might himself hercafter grant ;
and in case of application being made at the presidency, the sanction of government
would be given, as in the present instance, subject to the condition of his deeming
the transport across the frontier unobjectionable at the time and in the manner
proposcd. It is perhaps unfortunate, we added, that arms should, under the
existing regulations, require a government pass for their protection during transport
through the country, as such a document is open to be misconstrued into a support
or ccuntenance of the particular party to whom the arms may be-supplied ; whereas
while government itself is a neutral party, and no way involved in the contests and
disturbances which make a supply of arms desirable to the inhabitants of a country,
there is no reason, as far as it is concerned, for any difference between these and
other articles of traflic which any party having thc means may purchase without
obstruction.

108. At theend of 1821 the cause of Chunder Kaunt became again temporarily
triumphant : he defeated the Burmese in sever:l skirmishes, and advanced into the
interior nearly as far as Gowahati. These successes, and the continued attempts of
Poorunder Singh and the bura goheyn from the side of Boolan and Bignee, to recover
their lost dominion, drew forth a letter from the Burmese general Menjee Maha
Silwa (who had arrived some months before to take the command of the troops in
Assam) to the address of the governor-general, which your honourable court will
find recorded as N° 23 of our consultations referred to in the margin. The docu.
ment may be consulted as a curious specimen of the Burmese style of official corres-
pondence, and of the arrogance and lofty pretensions of the court of Ava. Its
object was apparently to request that assistance might not be afforded to rajeh
Chunder Kaunt (or Shundraganda) by any persons residing within the British
dominions ; and to suggest the expediency of his being surrendered, with all other
refugees, who might seek refuge or had already taken shelter there. A letter was

also addressed to Mr. Scott on the same occasion, to which he very properly
. g6o. Ii returned
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returned for answer, that it is not the custom of the British government to deliver
up persons who may take refuge in its territories on account of political disturbances.

109. We do not think it necessary to enter here into any particular account of
the bura goheyn’s misconduct, who, whilst hanging on the frontier, had contrived
to intercept and for a time to detain the above letters from the Burmese party. The
relation of that circumstance, and of the orders which we issued in consequence to
detain him for some time in confinement, will be found in the papers already cited.

110. A letter having been addressed to the governor-general by the pretender to
the sovereignty of Assam, last set up by the Burmese, named Phunzader, we referred
him to the joint magistrate at Rungpore for a knowledge of our sentiments, and
directed Mr. Scott to keep us apprised of the countenance which the new claimant
of the musnud might receive from the people of the country.

111, Mr. Scott informed us in reply, that Phunzadur had no better title to be
considered ruler of Assam, than his adversary Chunder Kaunt, and that the
intcrests of the latter for the moment predominated, as he was in possession
of nearly all the country between Gowahati and the company’s frontier. Such
being the case, Mr. Scott suggested the expediency of the refugees being prohibited
from returning to Assam with any body of armed followers, whether natives of the
country or others, except under the sanction of the latter. We concurred in the
propriety of the measure, and desired him to instruct the officer on the frontier
to carry it into cffect accordingly, but not to molest individuals procceding in the
direction of Assam, whecther armed or otherwise.

112. We instructed the joint magistrate likewise to call on rajah Chunder Kaunt
to indemnify the inhabitants of the Dritish pergunah Hubragat for the plunder of
their villages and property between 1819 and 1821, by the Burmese troops attached
to his party; and authorized him, in the meantime, to disbursc on that account
from his own treasury a sum not exceeding sicca rupees 5,800.

113. In a despatch recorded on our consultations of the annexed date, the joint
magistratc of Rungpore brought to onr notice the distressed situation of many of the
Assam emigrants, who to the number of several thousands took refuge in the British
territory in 1819, and had becn deterred from returning to their own country by
the continuance of disturbances there, and the dread excited by the excesses come
mitted by the Burmese. Hc suggested that permission should be granted him to
farm the small estate of Singecmaree, which lies rather remote from the frontier, and
to scttle the cmigrants upon it, under the protection of government.  We approved
the scheme, and authorized him to obtain a lcase of the cstate, at a rent of about

rupces 523 per annum.

114. The Burmese party in Assam received a considerable reinforcement in the
month of April or May, commanded by an officer of high rank from the court of
Ummeerapoora, named Mengee Maha Bandoola. Chunder Kaunt soon gave way
before the new force, and in June was reported to have sustained a decisive defeat,
and to have disappeared altogether from the field. This event was followed by a
representation of rather a threatening character on the part of the Burmese officers
to Lieutenant Davidson, the officer commanding the small post of Goulparch,
stating, that their army consisted of 18,000 fighting men, commanded by forty
rajahs; that they had every wish to remain in friendship with the company, and to
respect cautiously the British territories ; but that should protection be given to rajah
Chunder Kaunt, they had received positive orders to follow him wherever he might
go, and to take him by force out of the company’s dominions. A letter was, at the
same time, written by Mengee Maha Silwa to the chief British local authorities,
setting forth that Chunder Kaunt had rebelled against the sovereign of Ava; that
it behoved them not to permit him to enter their territories, and that if he did so,
it was the wish of the Burmese authorities to follow and apprchend him. The
despatches detailing the above particulars, and describing the insecure and disturbed
state of the British frontier, in consequence of the anarchy and civil war which
raged in Assam, and the augmentation of the Burmese force in that quarter, will
be found on our proceedings of the annexed date.

115. On a consideration of the above circumstances, we signified to the joint
magistrate, that should Chunder Kaunt or any of his party appear within our terri-

tovigs after their late defeat, they must be disarmed and sent to a distance ftr}om the
o ontier.
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frontier. We stated that we did not consider it probable that the Burmese would

Delipaich from

attempt to follow up the ex-rajah into the British dominions; but that should the Gov-Gen. ia dounsil,

attempt be made, it must instantly be repelled by force. Instructions were accord-
ingly issued to the officer commanding at Dacca to detach such reinforcement as

M. Scott might require to the extent of his means. Rajah Pooneadur, or Phun-
zadar, being now the nominal ruler of Assam, we directed the joint magistrate to
acquaint him with our demand upon his government, for restitution of the property
plundered at Hubraghat by his allies the Burmese, and to renew the hitherto unsuc-
cessful application for the punishment of the individuals by whom ¢ertain murders
and outrages had been committed at the time of the plunder of the villages.

110. In July, Mr. Scott reported that a vakeel, said to be a person of rank, had
been deputed by thc Burmese authority in Assam to the presidency, with a letter
addressed to the governor-general. He rccommended strongly that he should be
allowed to procecd on, to which we signified our assent. This person stated to
Mr. Scott that nearly two months before, the wuzeer Mengee Maha Bandoola was
sent with an army of 20,000 men, for the purpose of supporting Mengee Maha
Helorah (or Silwa), the commander previously employed in Assam, and who had
been contending unsuccessfully against Chunder Kaunt for more than a year, and
that his orders were to seize the refugees wherever they were to be found. The
above accounts of the Burmese force we believe to have been greatly exaggerated.

117. The Burmese vakeel Yazoung Zabo Noratha reached the presidency at
the end of the same month, and was received with civility and attention. He
delivered letters from the two chiefs, requesting the surrender of Chunder Kaunt
and other Assamese refugees, and complaining of the conduct of the British
authorities on the frontier in sheltering them; but containing nothing offensive or
objectionable, cither in style or matter. They will be found recorded as per
margin, with a note by the acting Persian sccretary on the subject of the vakeel’s

reception and behaviour.

118. In a despatch referred to in the margin, the joint magistrate of Rungpore
laid before us extracts of private letters from Licutenant Davidson, describin
the equipment of the Burmese force in Assam, and reported that several robberies
had been committed by large parties of depredators on the border villages of
Rungpore; to check which, he suggested, that guard boats should be stationed for
the protection of the navigation of the Burrampooter river.  Mr. Scott’s letter, as
above, contains some remarhks on the subject of the occupation of Assam by the
Burmese, which will, doubtless, attract the attention of your honourable court.

119. e observes, that the Burmese having obtained complete possession of
Assam, und a person of that nation (Mengee Maha Silwa) having been appointed
to the supreme authority, the country may now be considered as a province of the
Burmah cmpire ; and although it appcared from Lieutenant Davidson's last letter,
that Le was satisficd in regard to the amicable disposition of their commander,
and that he did not consider any immediate reinforcement to his detachment
necessary, yet the substitution of u warlike, und comparatively speaking, powerful
government, in the place of the feeble administration that formerly ruled Assam,
in a situation so commanding, and with such extensive means of offence, would,
no doubt, render it necessary that some permanent measures should be adopted for
the future sccurity of the Rungpore frontier, and of the country on the lower parts
of the Burrampooter, Mogna and Gunges.

120. From the account of the equipment of the Burmese forces furnished by
Lieutenant Davidson, he conceived it obvious, that if inclined at any time
to assert their claim to the Dacca province, or to plunder that rich country, it will
in future be impossible for the British power, either effectually to oppose them,
or to overtake them on their retreat, without some other description of force than
troops unwilling, or unaccustomed to act both as boatmen and soldicrs. Adverting
to this consideration, he submitted whether, in addition to the usual equipment of
any body of troops stationed in thc Rungpore quarter, it might not be expedient
to fit out a certain number of gun-boats, adapted to the navigation of the
Burrampooter.

121. With refcrence to the unhealthy climate of the frontier, and to the trifling
value of the country above Dhobree, he stated his opinion that the most advan-

tageous situation for a permanent cantonment on the nerth-east frontier would be
36o0. somewhere
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somewhere between that place and Chalmaree, on the right bank of the Burram-
pooter; or on some of the navigable rivers connected with it on’ that side ; as such
a position would cover all the valuable part of our possessions in Rungpore, and
in the Dacca province, without exposing the troops to the noxious influence of tiee
climate on the borders.

122. We have recorded also, as N° 51 of the consultations of the above date,
a private letter from Mr. Scott on the same subject, the remarks and information
contained in which, your honourable court may consider not unworthy of notice.

123. Being entirely of opinion that the permanent maintenance of a respectable
force on the castern frontier, to keep in check any attempt on the part of the
Burmese to enter the British territory in pursuit of the Assamese fugitives, or
otherwise to commit aggressions, had become indispensably necessary, we com-
municated on the subject with his excellency the commander-in-chief. Your
honourable court will find an account of the measures which it was determined
to adopt for strengthening the line of defence on the Assam frontier, in the
extract of our proceedings in the military department, recorded as N°® 56 of our
political consultation of the gth of August.

124. With respect to the fugitives, we desired that they should be disarmed and
removed from the frontier, with a distinct intimation that if they assembled again
in force, for the purpose of exciting fresh disturbances, they would not be per-
mitted to find an asylum within our territories.

125. On the date noted in the margin, the joint magistrate of Rungpore re-
ported, that the Burmese army, under Mungee Maha Bandoola, was supposed to
be on its return to Ava, with the exception of 2,000 men, under the command of
Maha Silwa, and that the chiefs had invited several of the principal refugees to
a conference, under the pretence that they wished to select some native of Assam
for the government of the country, which would in future be held as a dependency
of the Burman empire. Irom subsequent accounts, it appeared that the retire-
ment of Bandoola with his troops was occasioned, in a great measure, by sickness
and scarcity of provisions.

126. On the date cited in the margin, Mr. Scott submitted to us a copy of
a letter from Lieutenant Davidson, with his own remarks, respecting a certain
island near Goalparch, upon which, as it was considercd to appertain to the
British territory, a flag had been erected at the time of the arrival of the Burmese
at the chokey, in order to distinguish it from the Assam dominions. The Bur-
mese threatened to take forcible possession of the island, as belonging to them ;
and were represented to have assumed a haughtiness of tone and demeanor on
the occasion, which Mr. Scott considered to furnish a very unpromising prog-
nostic of what was to be expected in future from such neighbours. It also sug-
gested to his mind the expediency of some regular agrecment being entered
mto for the settlement of all existing boundary disputes, as well as for the
disposal of all chars or islands that may hereafter be thrown up in that part
of the Burrampooter which forms the bovndary between the two states. Ques-
tions of the kind, he observed, had frequently occurred in past times ; but under
the late peaceable government they gencrally admitted of adjustment, when of
minor importance, without even the necessity of the matter being referred for the
orders of the governor-general in council. As the object of dispute in the above
case was a mere worthless sand-bank, and we saw reason to believe that the
Burmese were disposed to settle the question of right amicably, from their having
requested, in a letter to Lieutenant Davidson, that a person acquainted with the
boundary might be deputed to discuss matters with them, we did not consider

* it expedient to commit ourselves by taking any serious notice of the aflair; nor
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indeed was the information before us of a sufficiently positive and distinct cha-
racter to admit of our issuing specific instructions in reply.

127. Your bonourable court will find recorded on the consultations, as per
margin, the reply, returned by the governor-general to the letters with which
the Burmese vakeel was charged, and our instructions to Mr. Scott on the occa-
sion of dismissing that individual from the presidency. -

128. After adverting to the friendly relations which had so long subsisted
between the honourable company and the state of Ava, the governor general
expreased
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expressed his anxiety for preserving the peace and tranquillity of the British
frontier adjoining Assam, and disclaimed cxplicitly all right or intention of inter-
fering with the proceedings of his Burmese majesty in the latter country. His
lordship then, in general terms, declined violating the rights of bLospitality, by
delivering up the exiled princes and chiefs of Assam who had sought refuge
within the company’s dominions, but assured the maha cilwa that they would
not be permitted to abu.e the kindness and hospitality of the British government,
by making the asylumn they had found within its territories u meuns of recruiting
their strength to disturb the tranquillity of any country which might have been
annexed by conquest to thc dominions of his majesty the king of Ava. Any
attempt of that nature would be instantly repressed, and if persevered in, would
be attended with the certain forfeiture to Chunder Kaunt and others, of the British
Rlll‘otection. On the other hand, the governor-general stated his persuasion that

ongec Maha Silwa would feel the necessity of cxerting lus utmmost endeayours
to restrain the Burmese troops from the further commission of excesses within the
British boundary, and warned him that the repetition of such aegressions must
be instantly met as an act of positive hostility, for the consequences of which the
Burmesc authorities in Assam would be held responsible to their sovercign. In
conclusion, his lordship took oceasion to advert to the recent misconduct of the
Burmese authorities in Arracan, in seizing and detaining in custody subjects of
the honourable compuany, employed in catching elephants within the proper limits
of the Chittagong district, and to cxpress his persuasion that the fact need only
be known to his Burmese majesty to be immediately remedied. In explanation
of this part of the governor general’s letter, we beg leave to refer your honourable
court to the documents recorded on our consultations as per margin.

129. A copy of the above letter was forwarded to the joint magistrate of Rung-
pore, whom we apprised that in pursuance of the assurances therein conveyed to
the Burmese authorities, it would be necessary to issue public notice to the
Assamese refugees that they must refrain in future from all attempts to disturb the
peace of the fronticr, under pan of forfeiting the protection of government. Your
honourable court will obscrve, that all this time 1t was quite uncertain what had
become of the late rajah of Assum, Chunder Kaunt, and whether he had really
sought shelter within our territories or not, but our instructions provided that in
the cvent of his appearing in Rungpore, he should be compelled to abstain from
collecting any body of armed followers, and to withdraw to a distance from
the frontier.

13.. The despatch recorded as per margin, relates to a vague rumour of an
intention on the part of the Burmese commander to invade Bootan for the purpose
of obtaining possession of certain gold mines supposed to exist in that country,
and of the occurrence of disturbances on the side of Cochar. It was reported
also, that an engagement had actually taken place between the Burmese and the
Booteas, respecting a boundary, in which the former were defeated. Mengec
Maha Bandoola was said to be proceeding against the Booteas, in consequence,
with an army of 4,000 men and 2 or 300 boats, whilst another detachment had
been sent ofl in the direction of Cochar.

131. A ncgotiation betwcen the Burmese and Poorunder Singh, which was
said to have for its object the restoration of the latter to the government of Assam,
under certain terms and conditions, having failed, the ex-rajah submitted to us a
further application for assistance, offering to pay a yearly tribute of three lacks,
and to defray all expenses in the event of his restoration to the throne of his an-
cestors. We of course declined compliance with this request, conformably with
the policy which we have always adhered to, of avoiding interference with the
affairs of Assam.

Extract from a DESPATCH from the Governor-General in Council at Fort
William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors of the East India Company;
dated 10th September 1824.

27. ON our consultations of the annexed date, your honourable court will find
recorded a despatch from the commissioner in Rungpore, reporting on the actual
strength of the Burmese force in Assam, which was then reduced very low ; and

360. Kk they
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they were supposed to be placed in a situation of some difficulty from a rising of

ov Gl in couscil, the Mgohammeries and other native tribes, who, unabl: any longer to endure their

% 10 Sept. 1524,
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tyranny, had united together, and successfully attacked their oppressors on several
occasions.

28. The commissioner considered 1t proper, however, to state for our iformation,
that such is the nature of the country, and the facility of bringing down the largest
army by means of the river with the utmost celerity, that should the Burmesc at
any time determine upon invading the British territory by way of the Barhumpooter,
previous intelligence of their designs, supposing them to act with common pru-
dence, could not he obtained in his (uarter in sufficient time to be of any avail,
for, on the supposition of an army hemg sent into Assam for the above purpose,
they might reach Dacca in fifteen days from the tune of theiwr arrival on the banks
of the upper part of the river, and m five from that of thew appearance on our
fronfier at Gowalpara.

29. No previous extraordmnary collection of boats, Mr. Scott stated, would be
required, nor any extensive preparations near our frontier that meht excite Suspi-
cion, as the Burmese soldiers carry nothing with them but their arms, subsisting
upon what they can find m the country they pass through, and procceding, after
they reach the streams flowing into the Barhampooter, upon rafts made of bumboos,
until they may be able to seize a suficient number of boats for their accommoda-
tion; which is very easily eftected m a county where, for four months m the vear.
the communication from house to house 1 by water, and where a canoce s as neces-
sary a part of the husbandinan’s establishment as a plough or a pan of oxen

30. Mr. Scott fuither took the opportunity of bringmg to the noticc of govern
ment, that no redress had yet been aflorded for the plunder of the villages  the

ergunnah of Hulbraghat, reported m his former letters We had agam addressed

enjee Maha Thelooa on the subject, but had no expectation of his retmbursing
the ryots for the loss sustained, unless government should be prepared to compel
him thereto, either by a show of taking possession of the chokey, or by laying an
embargo on the trade; which latter measure nught be adopted atter giving due
notice to our merchants, without any permanent loss to them, and mght mdeed
be rendered highly advantageous to their future mterests, by binding the Burmese
authorities, amongst other conditions for the re-cstabhshment of the trade, to re-
duce the duties on imports to the rates fixed by the treaty of 1793, o1 at least to
what was usually paid under the late government, double and treble the amount
having lately been levied, to the great detrimnet i particular of those concerned
in the commerce in sdlt.

#7June1843.  31. On the same date, Mr. Scott submitted an application from Mungee Mahi

Sap ) »
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Thalooa, the Burmese governor of Assam, requestine permission to return to his
own country, vid¢ Chittagong, with 300 armed followei~, 2,150 muskets, and o num-
ber of Assamese slaves, both men and women.  The letter contammg the apphea-
tion simf)ly stated, that 1t being customary with the Burman< to pay homage
triennially to their sovereign, the writer, after an ahsence of three years, was
desirous of placing his head under the golden feet, and that the route from Ava to

' Assam being obstructed by numerous mountains and rivers, and the ramns having
set in, he wished to procecd through the British provinces to Arracan, and
proposed to return in about twelve months.

32. In reply to the above, we informed Mr. Scott that we had long been scnsi-
ble of the evil resulting from the conquest of Assam by the Burmese, and should
vigw, with much satisfaction, any successful attempt on the part of its oppressed
mhabitants to expel that people ; but in the present state of our relations with Ava,
no countenance could be given by us, directly or indirectly to the efforts of the
Assamese to recover their independence.

33. We stated, that we had not before heen apprised of the serious depredations
committed by the Burmesc troops within the British frontier at Doopgoory, and
slsewhere, when property was destroyed to the valuc of 21,998 rupees, and called
for & more detailed and circumstantial report on the subject.

. 34. With regard to the request preferred by the governor of Assam, to be per-
witted, to return to Ava, vid Chittagong, with a number of armed followers and

captive Assamese reduced, to a state of slavery, we observed, that we did not feel
ourselves
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ourselves bound to entertamn any such apphication, at all events, until our just
demand for compensation, on account of the British villages plundered by the
governor’s 1100ps, should have been attended to. We directed that a reply to this
cffect should be returned to the Maha Thelwa's letter, and that 1t should, at
the samc time, he mmtimated to him, that, even were hiberty of passage granted, the
number of his followers must necessanily be rostricted (conformably to our local
police 1egulations) to a small guaid of armed men, sufficient for purposes of state,
say twenty or thuty , and further, that it would be totally repugnant to the laws
and customs of the British nation to allow ot his bringing slaves into the honourable
company’s terrtories

35 In the letters noted i the margm Mr. Scott brought to 0w notice the con-
duct of the Assamesc enugrants, who were stated to be engaged m collecting
troops trom all quarters, with the view to the 1ecovery of their native country from
the Buimesc, and supgested the expediency of removing them altogether from the
trontier, experrence having shown that <o long as they 1emamed there, no precau-
tions on s part could prevent them from plotting and preparmg for fresh invasions
of Assam The areat wealth possessed by many of the enugrants, enabled them,
My Ncott observed, to purchase with ecase the comuvance of the pohice otheers and
zeenmundany umlah, and were it not for the exertions of the European ofhcers com-
manding on the fronticr, there would be nttle security against then assembling
men mthe pedes 1ound Gowalpara, 1 defiance ot the orders of government.
Ou a reccut occaston they were behieved to have paid to the soobadar. then com-
mandmg the post of Gowalpara, and the police othcers, money and valuables to
the amount of 4,00 ;1 5 000 rupees, and onc of them had offered even to Lieute-
uant Davidson, a bube of tupees, 21,000, to permit them to continue unmolested
i rearting men and sending them oft to Bhootan

36 Under all thesc circumstances the commissioner submitted to us the «xpediency
of notifvmg to the Assam enugrants, publicly and generally, that they were at iberty
to it the honowable company s territories, but that such of them as night remamn
therem after the cxpiration of thice months, would be subjcct to be removed to
sote place as £ down the Borhampootar as Smgiemaree, and 1equired to enter
nto engagements, undar a suitable penalty, not agam to proceed further up the
iver waithout the muagistrate s permission

Y~

37 In conddusion Mo Scott reported, that he had madc anangements for
tarming the small estate of Singemaree for seven vears, and such of the chiet persous
among, the caterants as night prefer remamme at that place to setthing at Chal-
maree cowd be accommodated with land for then houses

38 Weapproved the wholc of M Scott s proccedmgs and suggestions as aboy »
detaved and authonzed hin to 1ssuc o notification of the natare proposed
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authorities touchme the 1sland of Shakpuice. W hen these differ-

ences began to assume a serious aspect, m consequence of the isolent lungua_ge
and hostile preparations of the officers of the Burman government, the magis-
trate m Chittagong was ordered to make his reports to the political department,
and the tuin which events took towards the close of the year under * considera-
tion, wduced us to address our correspondence on the subject of thesc papers to
the hounourable the secret commmttee. We Frmume, therefore, that 1t 1s not
necessaty for us to submit any details to your honourable court in this place

* 182}
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